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Environmental Connections provides
Chisago County residents with information and news from the Chisago County
Department of Environmental Services/
Zoning, located in Center City and
North Branch. Funding is provided
by the Solid Waste Management
Fund. To contact your Chisago County
Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lora Walker
651-213-8831
Center City, Chisago Lake Twp-N,
Lent Twp, North Branch-C
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene
651-213-8832
Amador Twp, Franconia Twp, North
Branch-B, Shafer, Shafer Twp A and B,
Sunrise Twp, Taylors Falls
3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon
651-213-8833
Chisago City, Chisago Lake Twp-S,
Lindstrom
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka
651-213-8834
Wyoming, Stacy
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson
651-213-8835
Fish Lake, Harris, Nessel Twp, North
Branch-A, Rush City, Rusheba Twp

10 Years of Success!
Unwanted Medications Disposal Program
According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, poisoning is the
#1-leading cause of injuryrelated mortality in the US.
90% of these poisonings,
which include overdoses,
are attributed to drugs—
both prescribed and illicit.
Provisional data for 20162017 suggest that overdose
deaths are upwards of 60,000
per year in the United States;
nearly 165 per day! It is
an understatement to say
that the number of overdose
deaths from drug poisoning
has increased substantially in
recent years.
Additionally, low levels of
pharmaceuticals in the water
supply have been a concern
for a decade or longer, says
the Natural Resource Defense
Council. Synthetic hormones
are of particular concern
because hormones work at
very low concentrations in
the human body. We also
know that these drugs have
a negative effect on fish and
amphibians. Notably, male
fish are being feminized,
causing problems with their
reproduction. Other species,
such as earthworms and
zooplankton, are also being

affected. Pharmaceuticals
end up in the water by
being flushed down the
drain or through elimination.
Wastewater treatment plants
remove bacterial contamination
but not chemical contamination
from medications. PLEASE
STOP flushing your discarded
medications!
Chisago County recognized
this growing problem years
ago and took action. In 2007,
Chisago County was one of the
first in the nation to start an
unwanted medication disposal
program. In the first two years
of the program, nearly 1,000
pounds of medications were
collected; some of which being
prescription painkillers with
a street value of $300,000.
In the ten years since the
Medications, cont. on p. 5
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Preventing the Spread of Aquatic Invasive
Species This Summer!
Chisago County’s Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS) program
began in 2012 with watercraft
inspections in the Chisago
Lakes area. The purpose of
inspections is to help prevent
the introduction and spread of
AIS and inform and educate
the public. AIS such as Spiny
Waterflea, Eurasian Watermilfoil,
and Zebra Mussels are nonnative plants, animals, and
pathogens that cause economic
loss, environmental damage, and
harm human health. AIS are
spread by attaching to waterrelated equipment and can be
inadvertently moved by humans.
AIS can survive out of water and
may be impossible to eradicate,
once established.
Since 2014, through funding
by the State of Minnesota, the
Chisago County AIS program
has grown countywide. Chisago
County AIS efforts consist of
a number of comprehensive
program elements; including
communication, education,
signage, watercraft inspections,
and enforcement. All activities
are documented in an extensive
annual report, available at
https://mn-chisagocounty.
civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/
View/10001
In 2017, over 16,500 watercraft
inspections were conducted
at 24 Chisago and northern
Washington County public water
accesses. Approximately 56%
of inspections were entrance
inspections and 44% were exit
inspections. Activity tracking in
the AIS program revealed that
watercraft inspected came from
324 individual lakes or rivers
that contain AIS.
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AIS OUTREACH & EDUCATION
Chisago County has developed
a Communication and Education
Plan to educate citizens about
AIS and encourage behavior that
reduces or stops the spread of
AIS.
Outreach and education
materials (display, banners,
and handouts) are available
for local festivals, libraries, and
parades. The AIS display and
materials help educate residents
and watercraft users on how to
clean, drain, and dry watercraft
and dispose of bait to prevent
the introduction and spread of
AIS. If you have a good venue
for AIS information, please
reach out to the Environmental
Services Department at 651213-8380.

A zebra mussel veliger net is
used to collect samples or “tows”
in different locations on the
lake: One near a public water
access, one in the center of the
lake, and one near a high boat
use area. Zebra mussel veligers
were not found in the lakes
monitored last summer.
For more information on zebra
mussel veliger monitoring,
please visit www.dnr.state.
mn.us/index.html and search for
zebra mussel tows.

AIS Display

ZEBRA MUSSEL VELIGER
SAMPLING
Chisago County has partnered
with the St. Croix River
Association (SCRA) and the
National Park Service to
conduct zebra mussel veliger
monitoring in Chisago County
lakes. Veliger sampling will help
determine if zebra mussels are
present in area lakes. Veligers
are microscopic, free-living
zebra mussel larvae that move
throughout the water column
and begin to form shells.
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Sampling for Zebra Mussel Veliger

AQUATIC PLANT SURVEYS
Aquatic plant surveys were
completed last summer on Fish,
Horseshoe, Kroon, Little, North
Center, and Spider Lakes — all in
Chisago County. This summer,
surveys will be conducted on
Chisago and West Rush lakes.

The surveys identified, located,
and mapped the number, type
and overall quality of aquatic
plant species in each lake. Each
lake received a Floristic Quality
Index (FQI) rating that measures
the diversity and health of the
aquatic plant community. The
FQI calculation is based on both
the quantity of species and the
quality of each individual species
found in the lakes.
To view the surveys and for
more information on the types of
aquatic plants found in the lakes,
visit:
https://mn-chisagocounty.
civicplus.com/306/AquaticInvasive-Species

CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY, AND DISPOSE!
While we are recreating on area lakes this summer, let’s
continue to Clean, Drain, and Dry watercraft and Dispose of bait
to prevent the introduction and spread of AIS! Help prevent the
introduction and spread of AIS by:
•

CLEANING aquatic plants and animals off all watercraft
and equipment

•

DRAINING water from watercraft and bait containers
and pulling the drain plug during transport

•

DRyING watercraft, and

•

DISPOSING of bait in the trash and transporting bait with
sanitized water (not lake water)

To learn more, visit:
https://mn-chisagocounty.civicplus.com/306/Aquatic-Invasive-Species
www.clflwd.org/
www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquatic/index.html

Septic System Grant & Loan Funds Available
Chisago County has received grant funding for
2018 to help property owners with the cost
of installation or repairs to an existing septic
system. A family of four can earn up to $65,800
and still qualify for a grant. Successful grants
require a complete application and are awarded
on a first come first serve basis. Funding is
limited. Individual grants may be awarded up to
$5,000 for each septic system repair, upgrade,
or replacement. Since 2010, Chisago County
has awarded nearly $250,000 in grant funding
to help homeowners with installation and repair
costs!
Chisago County also has loans available for
property owners who are having problems
obtaining funding. There are no income
qualifications for a loan, but you must show

two denied attempts at obtaining funding. The
loan program can fund the entire septic project,
in the cost of the design, permitting, tank
pumping, and installation. Successful loans
require a complete application and are approved
on a first come first serve basis. Funding is
limited. Chisago County has over $100,000
available for the loan program.
Both programs require your septic system to
be failing or noncompliant. Unfortunately, these
funds cannot be used for new home or new
addition/expansion affiliated septic installation
work.
For information, contact Kellie Strobel, Chisago
County Sanitarian, at 651-213-8373 or kellie.
strobel@chisagocounty.us.

www.chisagocounty.us
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Putting in a Good Word for Zoning
Those of us who work
in the regulatory field of
zoning and environmental
protection, live with a fact
of life: we don’t make many
friends. People tend to both
love and hate our regulations
— depending on what they
are trying to do. However, if
we could put in a good word
for zoning, we would call your
attention to a recent, albeit
large scale, example of what a
lack of zoning or environmental
protection looks like. Such a
scenario unfolded in Houston,
Texas, August 2017, when
Hurricane Harvey hit that
sprawling coastal city and
surrounding Harris County.
you may remember the event
unfolding on television, as
families were rescued from
rooftops while their homes
were inundated by floodwaters.
For planning professionals, it
was unnerving to witness the
result of, in part, the lack of
environmental policies that likely
contributed to the severity of
the disaster. The unchecked
filling, draining and paving
over of wetlands, as well as

rampant growth in vast areas
of floodplain, undoubtedly and,
perhaps, unknowingly placed
unwitting citizens at greater risk.
There is no question that any
county or city would have been
heavily impacted by the historic
deluge that pounded Houston,
but the paved-over green space
and lack of pervious surface
and zoning controls likely had
an amplifying effect on Harvey’s
destruction.
By contrast, Minnesota has
a long, strong history of
environmental protection,
beginning with Shoreland
regulations enacted in the
1960s, the Wetland Conservation
Act of 1991, floodplain
regulations adopted in 1993
and updated in 2012, and
environmental review and
many areas of oversight by
the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency. Review and revision of
local zoning and environmental
law is ongoing, resulting in
constant improvement and, on
occasion, some excitable public
discord. Though we are not
subject to hurricanes, we do
have our fair share of “100 year”

Flooding in a Houston, Texas neighborhood after
Hurricane Harvy hit in 2017.
Photo credit: United States Department of Agriculture
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storms and potential flooding
events. With ongoing zoning
and land use efforts remaining
a necessary yet sometimes
unwelcomed tool, the goal of
protecting health, safety, and
welfare in the places we live and
work remain a focus in the world
of zoning.
In Minnesota, we can be
fairly certain that our State’s
outstanding philosophy on
environmental protection
will remain a high priority.
Remember, your own backyard
is “the environment.” When the
local Planner or Zoning Official
stops you from developing more
than 25% impervious surface
on your lake lot, keeps you from
filling that mosquito-breeding
slough in your back forty, or
prohibits you from building your
new house in the floodplain,
please be open to alternative
solutions and plans and try to
remember that there are reasons
behind these seemingly arbitrary
laws.
In Chisago County, the
Department of Environmental
Services and Zoning remains
dedicated to the safety and
welfare of our citizens, the
protection of our unspoiled rural
landscapes, and the preservation
of the “fair and lovely waters”
from which our county draws
its name. We also champion
a property owner’s rights to
embark upon his/her/their
land use goals and aspirations,
striving to provide balance
and service to the citizenry of
Chisago County.

Medications, cont. from p. 1
program began, the County has properly disposed
of 13,542 pounds of unwanted medications—that
works out to nearly $4 million in drug street value
alone.
There are three locations for dropping off your
unwanted medications between 8:00 AM and 4:30
PM, Monday – Friday:
1. Chisago County Sheriff’s Office. Please
note: The drop box located on the lower level
of the Government Center, 313 North Main
Street, Center City, has been moved to the new
Chisago County Public Safety Center, 15230 Per
Road, Center City, in the Spring of 2018.
2. Rush City - City Hall. Located at 325 South
Eliot Avenue, Rush City.
3. North Branch Police Department. Lower
level of North Branch City Hall, 6408 Elm
Street, North Branch.
The program is strictly for medications: Over the
counter, prescription, and animal meds are all
welcome in the medication drop boxes. Simply
pull open the deposit box and drop the containers
in – no need to empty them or remove the labels,
though personal information can be blacked out,
if preferred. This is an ANONyMOUS, confidential
program. Needles, sharps, and toiletries such as
shampoos, cosmetics, lotions, and bug repellant
SHOULD NOT BE DROPPED IN THE BOXES, but can
be disposed of at the Household Hazardous Waste
Facility in North Branch (651-213-8920 Ext. 5).
When the drop boxes get full, Solid Waste
Deputy Dan Ackerman empties them, storing the
medications in the locked Sheriff’s evidence room
until there is enough to necessitate a “witness
burn.” In the early years of the program, the
medications were escorted by Sheriff’s Deputy to a
hazardous waste facility in Illinois. Now the waste
is incinerated closer to home at the Pope Douglas
Solid Waste Management facility’s Waste-to-Energy
Plant in Alexandria, MN, utilizing the same witness
burn procedure.
This program would not be a success without
the participation of our residents! If you have
questions about this program, or any other waste
disposal concerns, please call 651-213-8920 Ext. 5.

Unwanted Medication
Program Timeline

2007

Unwanted Medication Disposal
Program launches at the
Government Center in Center City

2009
Department

A second drop off location is
added at the North Branch Police

2009

Paul Dennison receives the
Agent of Change Award from
the North American Hazardous Materials
Management Association for his part in
creating the program

2010

The program receives the
County Conservation Award from
the Association of Minnesota Counties and the
Board of Soil & Water Resources

2010
2010

A third drop off location is added
at the Rush City Sheriff’s Office

The program receives the Local
Government Innovation Award
from the University of Minnesota Humphrey
Institute

2012

(Ongoing) Solid Waste Deputy
Dan Ackerman oversees
the program, along with help from the
Environmental Services Department

www.chisagocounty.us
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Don’t “WISH” Cycle!
Recycling! It is good for the
planet, good for society, and
makes us feel good about
doing the right thing. It is
also important to Minnesota
as it supports more than
37,000 jobs in the state, pays
almost $2 billion in wages,
and adds nearly $8.5 billion
to the state’s economy,
according to the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency.
When it comes to recycling,
unfortunately “wish-cycling,” or
hoping that your trash hauler will
take it away and recycle it, has
become a troubling trend. That
can be dangerous, especially if
there are things like needles or
other contaminants among the
recyclables.
Chisago County garbage
haulers utilize a method called
“Single Sort” recycling, where
everything that can be recycled
is thrown into one cart for
pickup. Studies have shown that
this is an effective way to bolster
the recycling participation rate.
While each company may have
their preferences on how to
handle certain things, here are
some helpful reminders:
1. Only put recyclables in
the recycling containers.
Put your loose recyclables
directly into the cart or bin
and DO NOT ENCLOSE THEM
IN A PLASTIC BAG; plastic
bags cause MANy problems
at the recycling facility. Keep
garbage out of the bin. If
you run out of room in your
trash bin, the recycling bin IS
NOT an option.

County Household Hazardous
Waste Facility in North
Branch, which accepts sharps
in hard-sided containers
(651-213-8920 Ext. 5).
3. Do not recycle plastic
shopping bags or foam
cups. Many grocery stores
accept plastic shopping bags
for recycling in their lobbies.
Foam is not easily recyclable
and should go in the trash.
4. Lightly rinse your cans,
bottles, and jars. If there
is a lot of food residue in
the container, it is better to
throw them in the garbage
and not contaminate your
recycling. Leave caps on,
unless otherwise requested
by your garbage collector.
you do not need to remove
labels.
5. Don’t wish cycle! Just
because an item is made out
of recyclable material DOES
NOT mean it can go in your
bin; items like lawn chairs,
plastic pools, plastic toys,
etc., belong in the trash!
Please help our waste haulers by
keeping that recycling clean!
A great video of where your
recycling goes is found at:
www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/
where-does-our-recycling-go
If you have questions, please
give your hauler a call or call
the Chisago County Solid Waste
Administrator at 651-213-8923
— we are here to help!

2. Do not, under any
circumstances, put
needles in your recycling.
Bring them to the Chisago
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The law that regulates garbage
and recycling in the county is
the Chisago County Solid Waste
Ordinance, the text is found at www.
co.chisago.mn.us/DocumentCenter/
View/4227. The ordinance states
that all licensed garbage haulers
must offer curbside recycling to all
their garbage customers. Haulers
are also prohibited from placing a
greater charge on residents who
recycle than on residents who do not
recycle; which means that whether
you recycle or not, the base charge
should be the same.

Recycling! What
is acceptable and
what is not?
Generally, it is okay to put
these recyclables loosely in
your bin (not in bags!):
•

food grade glass bottles
and jars

•

metal cans

•

mixed plastics (check
with your garbage
company for what
numbers they take)

Licensed Problem Materials
Recyclers
In order to make it more available and affordable, Chisago County
subsidizes the cost of recycling problem materials (tires, appliances,
mattresses, and electronics) with local private recycling companies.
Commercial/business items are excluded from this program. For
more information, see “Waste Disposal & Recycling” at www.
chisagocounty.us. This program is supported by the Chisago County
Solid Waste Management Fund. Please call individual businesses for
hours and prices:
AAA Recycling • 651-238-0226 • www.aaagreenrecycling.com
Pick-up only, call to schedule service
ECSWC • 763-689-4056 • www.ecswc.cog.mn.us
Cambridge Transfer Station, 4194 Highway 95 NE, Cambridge

mail, office and school
papers, magazines,
catalogs, newspapers
and inserts, phone
books, shredded paper
(in stapled closed paper
bags)

Evergreen Recycling • 320-358-3988 • www.evergreenrecyclingllc.com
53427 Forest Blvd, Rush City

•

cardboard boxes

•

CLEAN food and
beverage cartons — no
pizza boxes — these
belong in the trash

Steel Chick Recycling • 651-269-6412 • www.steelchick.com
Pick-up only, call to schedule service

•

Recycling for Wildlife (RFW) • 651-674-7268
42775 Forest Blvd, Harris
SRC, Inc. • 651-462-5298 • www.mytrashservice.com
6320 Viking Blvd E, Wyoming

COUPON:
$5 OFF RECYCLING

NOT okay to put in
recycling bin:

•

Contaminated/dirty
cardboard, cans,
bottles, and jars

•

Scrap metal

•

Plastic items such as
lawn chairs, pools, toys,
etc.

Limit one coupon per household. Expires 12/31/2018.

Composter & Rain Barrel SALE!
T

Foam packaging or
foam cups

U

•

at AAA, Evergreen, RFW, SRC, or
Steel Chick

O

Plastic shopping bags
and plastic film

LD

•

Monitor, TV, or Appliance

O

Needles and sharps

S

•

Order at www.recycleminnesota.org
Pick up on May 12, 2018, from 9-11 AM
County Public Works Facility, Center City
• Composter $59 (sale code CHISAGO)
• Rainbarrel $79

STILL
AVAILABLE

www.chisagocounty.us
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Don’t Trash Your RECHARGEABLE
Batteries; Recycle Instead!

Minnesota enacted the Rechargeable Battery and Product Law in
1994, making it illegal to dispose of rechargeable batteries in the
garbage. The reason is to keep the toxic heavy-metals contained
in the batteries (mercury, lead, cadmium, nickel, and silver) out of
the waste stream, especially for environmental protection and public
health reasons. Today, that disposal ban also helps eliminate thermal
incidents (i.e. fires!).
As part of the 1994 law, battery manufacturers are required to create
a battery recycling program. The Call-2-Recycle (www.call2recycle.
org) program was established and accepts for free all kinds of
rechargeable batteries. The ECSWC facilities now collect batteries for
recycling, as does the Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste
facility in North Branch. Please don’t trash the batteries, bring them
in for recycling!

ECR WSS
Postal Customer
Chisago County Dept. of Environmental Services/Zoning
313 Main Street North, Room 243
Center City, MN 55012

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Twin Cities, MN
Permit No. 1096
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Rechargeable batteries
can be recycled at:
ECSWC Sanitary Landfill
MN Hwy 23 & Co Rd 60
1756-180th Ave
Mora, MN 55051
320-679-4930
ECSWC Cambridge Transfer
Station
South Side of Highway 95
4914 Highway 95 NE,
Cambridge, MN 55008
763-689-4056
Sorted NonRechargeable &
Rechargeable Batteries
can be recycled (no
automotive) at:
Chisago County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility
39649 Grand Ave
North Branch, MN 55056
651-213-8920 #5
For more information:
https://www.call2recycle.org/
http://www.chisagocounty.us/
documentcenter/view/4218

Environmental Connections is produced by Chisago
County Dept. of Environmental Services/Zoning twice
annually and is printed on chlorine-free paper using
100% post-consumer waste and soy-based inks.
Funding is provided by the Solid Waste Management
Fund. © 2018 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Battery-related incidents often result from a lack of information about
battery safety. Rechargeable batteries can still hold a residual charge
when they appear dead. When that battery’s positive terminal (the
raised terminal end) comes into contact with another object, such
as another battery or metal, energy can be released in the form of
a spark or heat. This can escalate into a fire or explosion, resulting
in physical injury and property damage. If you toss batteries in the
trash, they can become damaged through compaction, processing
and disposal of the waste, and defective batteries can release more
energy. This is especially an issue with Lithium-containing batteries.

Recycling
Batteries

Contact Solid Waste Administrator Lisa Thibodeau
(651-213-8923 or lisa.thibodeau@chisagocounty.us)
with your comments, questions, and concerns about
this newsletter.

Several small fires have recently ignited at the transfer station near
Cambridge and at the landfill in Mora. These fires are most likely
caused by rechargeable batteries that have been thrown in the trash.
This is becoming more of a problem as the use of mobile products
and the power of rechargeable batteries increase (i.e. tools, toys,
electronics, etc.).

Design layout services for this newsletter are provided
by Desktop Impressions (www.desktopimpressions.
com). Printed by Nystrom Publishing Co., Inc.
(www.nystrompublishing.com).

Did you know that Chisago County owns a landfill? As a member
of the 5-county East Central Solid Waste Commission (ECSWC)
serving Chisago, Isanti, Pine, Kanabec and Mille Lacs counties, we
are a partner in owning and operating a landfill in Mora, with transfer
stations in Cambridge and Hinckley. Most of your household waste is
transported through and deposited at these facilities.

