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Recycling Crisis
Stop “Wish-Cycling”
Recent media reports that
recycling markets are in crisis
are TRUE and it affects YOU!
Maybe your hauler has cut
back on what they accept
for recycling, or has placed
additional fees on your bill
relating to recycling. What the
heck is going on and how can
you help? One way is to be
careful about what you put in
your recycle bin – don’t “WishCycle,” i.e. hope or guess
whether or not the container
or plastic in your hand can be
recycled.
RECYCLING BACKGROUND:
Recycling started in the 1960’s
when major environmental
legislation was passed to
start cleaning up the U.S.
environment (Clean Air
Act, Clean Water Act, Safe
Drinking Water Act, Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act,
Superfund, etc.). These laws
were intended to promote a
cleaner, healthier environment,
and recycling was part of that.
It was simpler back then –
there were less “disposable”
products on the market
and more basic packaging
and containers were used

(remember returnable glass
beer and pop bottles?).
Commercial markets today
have developed towards singleuse containers, more plastic,
and packaging that is a mix
of materials which are rarely
recyclable. The explosion of
electronic media and decline
of newsprint has also caused a
decline in good quality paper
volume and availability for
recycling. Remember the
good old fashioned paper drive
fundraisers?
In the beginning, you had to
diligently sort your recycling
out at the curb, and it was
picked up by hand by a
worker on a truck. Now with
“single-sort” recycling, you
put it all together in one cart,
and it is picked up by an
automated truck and taken to
an industrial-sized automated
Recycling Crisis, cont. on p. 7
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The Last Straw
Plastic is a convenient substance with
many applications. However, producing
it for a single use when it is so long-lived,
toxic, and difficult to process should cause
us all to consider different options for
“disposable” products.
Single use plastics include such items as
straws, coffee stirrers, plastic bags, and
food packaging. Single use plastics are
used only once before they are thrown
away. By their very nature, single use
products have a very low likelihood of ever
being recycled. We produce approximately
300 MILLION TONS of plastic each year and
much of it never gets recycled or reused!

Did you know?
The English-speaking world’s growing concern for the
environment and the ubiquity of disposable items that
are used only once has pushed the word ‘single-use’
to the top of Collins Dictionary’s ‘Word of the Year’ list.
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/word-lovers-blog/new/etymologycorner-collins-word-of-the-year-2018,449,HCB.html

The nature of petroleum based “disposable”
plastic makes it difficult to recycle. New
materials and chemicals must be added
to disposable plastic in order to effectively
recycle it. Good high volume recycled
plastic markets do not exist, causing a
limited number of outlets that can use this
‘down-cycled’ or 2nd generation plastic.


Immense quantities of plastic are being
sent to the developing world where “recycling”
involves open-air burning.



Petroleum-based plastic is not biodegradable—
it will only break down into tiny particles, and
only after many, many years.



Plastic grocery bags can take 1,000 YEARS to
degrade and also cause major complications
with recycling machines and equipment.



Toxic chemicals are released during the plastic
degradation process and these chemicals make
their way into our food and water supply.



Plastic-related chemicals such as Bisphenol
A (BPA) and Bis (2-ethylhexyL) phthalate
(DEHP) are neurotoxins that can disrupt the
human endocrine system, increasing waist
circumference and insulin resistance, cause
birth defects, autism, hyperactivity, and
contribute to male and female reproductive
disorders.

Although there have been benefits from using
disposable plastics, especially in the health care
sector, it is important to consider using less plastic
and moving toward sustainable reusable products.
Many states, cities, companies, and even countries
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have instituted bans on single use plastics, such as
utensils, bags, straws, and lids.
Consider a Plastic Pledge with the following
actions:


Decline straws and stirrers at coffee shops,
restaurants, and bars. Request paper straws
and wood stir sticks instead. Do not take lids
or straws at fast food chains. Ask managers
of restaurants or bars to start a Straws by
Request Only Campaign.



Purchase your own reusable stainless steel or
glass water bottles and mugs for beverages,
and use them when ordering to-go. Purchase
stainless straws, which often come with brushes
for cleaning.



Bring ‘to go’ containers to restaurants and
worktime lunch or dinner. Store your own
utensils/plate in your vehicle or at your desk.



Buy boxes instead of bottles —many products
like laundry detergent come in recyclable
cardboard.



Buy in bulk (cereal, rice, coffee, pasta) for less
packaging. At home, repackage bulk products

in your own reusable
containers.




Look for items packaged
in non-plastic and nonlaminated packaging.
Keep your own supply of
reusable shopping bags or
boxes in the trunk.



Use a razor with replaceable
blades—stop buying
disposable plastic razors.



Use wooden pencils and refillable pens instead of onetime use products.

Educate yourself! For more
information, visit these
contributing pages:
http://www.
greeneducationfoundation.org
https://journalistsresource.
org/studies/environment/
pollution-environment/plasticsenvironmental-health-literaturereview

Septic System Grants & Loans
Available
For the past ten years, Chisago County has received grant funding to
assist low income families with the installation or repair of their septic
systems. Since 2010, the County has disbursed nearly $300,000 in
grant funds to help homeowners with installation and repair costs.
We are proud to announce that grant funds for the year 2019 have
been approved! For example: a family of four (4) can make up to
$71,900 and qualify for a grant. Grants are limited and given on a
first come basis. Grants are awarded up to $5,000 for each qualifying
septic system repair, upgrade, or replacement application.
Chisago County also has loans available for property owners who are
having problems obtaining funds. There are no income qualifications,
but you must show two denied attempts at obtaining funding. Funds
are also limited. The loan program can fund an entire septic project,
from the cost of design, to permitting, tank pumping, and septic
installation. As of July 2018, the interest rate was 2.5% for a tenyear loan; however, terms may be subject to change.
Both programs are subject to qualification and require your septic
system to be failing or noncompliant in order to obtain funds.
Unfortunately, these funds cannot be used for new home septic
systems.
For information on applications for the grant and loan programs,
contact Kellie Strobel, Chisago County Sanitarian, at 651-213-8373 or
kellie.strobel@chisagocounty.us.

Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste Facility Holiday Hours
39649 Grand Avenue
North Branch MN 55056
651-213-8920 | www.chisagocounty.us
WASTE COLLECTION HOURS:
Every Non-holiday Monday 12-7 PM
Last Saturday of the Month 9 AM - 1 PM
Residents can drop off unwanted household
chemicals, batteries, and paint free of charge!
Small Business Hazardous Waste Services
available—call for information and appointment.
FREE home improvement products available on
the reuse shelves.

Find us on Facebook!
Trouble remembering which Saturday the
Household Hazardous Waste Facility is open?
Not sure how to clean up a broken fluorescent
bulb? Like our Facebook page to stay informed
on ways to keep your home safer and healthier
for you and your family!
Visit https://www.facebook.com/
ChisagoCountyHHWRecycling/
or scan our QR code to
like and follow our page in
your Facebook Feed. Then,
watch for short videos, nontoxic cleaning guides, and
reminders about when we are
open for waste collection.

www.chisagocounty.us
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County & Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
Collaborates on Regional “One Watershed, One Plan”
for Lower St. Croix
Chisago County’s lakes, numerous streams,
countless wetlands, and nearly 40 miles of
shoreline along the nationally-recognized Wild and
Scenic St. Croix River play an important role in
our communities; from recreation to public health,
tourism, and economic development. All drinking
water in the County comes from aquifers below
ground.
Over the next two years, Chisago County will
work with 14 other local governments to create a
shared watershed plan for lakes, rivers, streams,
and groundwater resources on the Minnesota
side of the Lower St. Croix basin. This plan will
work across many political and jurisdictional
boundaries. After all, water does not flow
according to the city, town, or county line(s) that
we recognize today.
Known as “One Watershed, One Plan,” the project
is part of a statewide initiative to align local and
state efforts to create prioritized, targeted, and
measurable strategies to protect and restore
water resources. Partners in developing the
Lower St. Croix plan include counties, soil and
water conservation districts, and watershed
management organizations in Anoka, Chisago,
Isanti, Pine, and Washington counties. The
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources is
funding and guiding the process.
The goal is to help local partners work together
to avoid duplication and prevent gaps in
watershed management—not to create a new
layer of government. The planning process
is led by a Policy Committee, composed of one
official from each participating entity, as well as
an Advisory Committee, which includes one staff
person from each entity, plus state agencies and
the Metropolitan Council. County Commissioner
Chris DeBose and Soil and Water Conservation
District Supervisor Jim Birkholz are the two Policy
Committee representatives from Chisago County.
The Chisago SWCD is serving as the fiscal agent
and grant administrator for this plan.
As Lower St. Croix’s “One Watershed, One Plan”
moves forward, participating government partners
will compile information from existing local
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Pictured Above: Area with the green lines encompassing “One
Watershed, One Plan,” the Minnesota side of the Lower St.
Croix River.

watershed plans and seek additional input from the
public on what issues to address in the regional
plan. Focus areas might include surface water
quality, wildlife and habitat, urban and rural land
use, recreation and water access, groundwater, or
aquatic invasive species. Once adopted, the plan
will guide watershed protection and restoration
efforts in the region for the next ten years.
To learn more about the project, see www.lsc1w1p.
org.

Upcoming 2019 Spring Tree & Shrub Sale
The Chisago County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) will be holding it’s annual tree
and shrub sale again in 2019. Several varieties are available for purchase. An order form is
available on the website at www.chisagoswcd.org. Orders are accepted on a first come, first
serve basis. Deadline for ordering is April 12, or when stock is depleted.
Trees will be available for pick up during the last week in April. Postcards and e-mails will be sent
out in April confirming pick up dates, times, and location. Unless prior arrangements are made,
trees not picked up on the scheduled dates will be forfeited and no refunds will be given.
The SWCD has a tree planting machine available to rent for planting large blocks of trees. Call
651-674-2333 for details.
Please Note: Due to the perishable nature of trees and shrubs, the SWCD is not responsible for
their condition after being picked up by customers or if picked up after scheduled dates.
Order early to save!! Save $1 per bundle if you order by February 22, 2019.

Chisago County has a Water
Resources Facebook Page!
Are you interested in knowing more about
what’s happening with lakes and rivers and
how to protect water quality in Chisago
County? Learn more by visiting the Chisago
County Water Resources Facebook page!
Visit @ChisagoCountyWaterResources to view
fun pictures and find out about upcoming
water-related activities, recent projects, and
programs in Chisago County and in the Chisago
Lakes Lake Improvement District.
To learn more about water resources in the
County, visit the Water Resource webpage at
https://mn-chisagocounty.civicplus.com/399/
Water-Plan and the Chisago Lakes Lake
Improvement District webpage at https://
mn-chisagocounty.civicplus.com/300/LakeImprovement-District.
Please like @ChisagoCountyWaterResources and share the page with others!
Find us on Facebook!

www.chisagocounty.us

5

àà CHISAGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Learn What NOT To Burn
Some people still consider the age-old practice of burning
trash as an acceptable disposal option. DON’T DO
IT! In addition to being ILLEGAL, smoke from burning
trash contains harmful airborne toxins such as hydrogen
cyanide, sulfur dioxide, benzene, lead, and mercury. These
pollutants damage lungs, nervous systems, kidneys, and
livers. Plus, research indicates that homeowner burning
of household trash is the nation’s largest known source
of dioxin, producing more than all other known sources
combined. Dioxin causes cancer and reproductive,
developmental, and immunological problems in both
humans and animals.
Burn barrels are more dangerous than municipal
incinerators. According to research by the Environmental
Protection Agency, smoke from burning trash in a burn
barrel, wood stove, or backyard incinerator is far more
dangerous than the emissions from a large municipal trash
burner. Municipal incinerators use sophisticated scrubber
technology, high temperatures, and tall smokestacks to
completely destroy toxins. Backyard burning may feel
hot, but it never reaches temperatures high enough for
complete combustion. Backyard burning produces far more
toxins per pound of trash than municipal incinerators and
much more smoke near the ground. Municipal incinerators
burn at 2,000+ °F. Burn barrels, at most, reach a
temperature of 500 °F, resulting in incomplete combustion.
Steel burn barrels would melt if they got hot enough
to properly incinerate trash.
Did you know that burning trash outdoors is the leading
cause of wildfires in Minnesota? Both the Minnesota and
Wisconsin Departments of Natural Resources estimate
that 40% of wildfires started each year are caused by out
of control debris burning. Keep in mind—you will be held
liable for firefighting costs and damages if you start a fire
which gets out of control.

Alternatives to Burning
Trash
Reduce Waste:
 Buy items in bulk
 Avoid single use items
 Avoid excess packaging
Reuse Waste:
 Use cloth shopping bags
 Use rechargeable batteries
 Donate unwanted items
 Print on both sides of paper
Recycle Waste:
 Glass
 Metal
 Paper
 Plastic
 Cardboard
Compost Waste:
 Food scraps
 Yard Waste
Dispose of Hazardous Waste:
 At the Chisago County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility
(651-213-8920)
 Electronics, Appliances, Tires,
& Mattresses via available local
recyclers (www.chisagocounty.us)
Of course there is nothing like a
crackling bonfire to chase away the
chill of a fall or winter evening. What
IS acceptable to burn when weather,
wind, and safety conditions are right:




Vegetative materials
Untreated/unpainted wood (no
glues, resins, or finishes)
Firewood (preferably DNRapproved)

For more information on waste
disposal call 651-213-8920, or
visit our website at https://mnchisagocounty.civicplus.com/384/
Waste-Disposal-Recycling
For more information on outdoor
burning, visit the DNR website
at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
forestry/fire/questions.html
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Recycling Crisis, cont. from p. 1
sorting facility. Many people are guilty of
hoping and “wishing” whatever is thrown
in the recycle bin can get recycled. The
modern automation of single-sort recycling
has its advantages, but, it also means
less eyes to double check what goes into
those carts. Processing has improved
with fast sorting times and less handling,
but eliminating contamination from the
recycled material has become a major
problem; and one that affects the value
and ease of re-using the recycled materials.
Until recently, U.S. recyclers typically
sold most collected recycled commodities
(plastics, glass, papers, etc.) to China,
where a growing market hungry for raw
materials was OK with some contamination.
The world market acceptance of
contaminated undesirable “Wish-Cycled”
material has now changed, resulting in
less opportunity and a glut in the recycle
commodity supply chain. This market
adjustment is causing a real dilemma
for recycling systems locally in Chisago
County, as well as throughout the U.S. In
addition to global restrictions, we are also
to blame for not developing local recycled
material markets and infrastructure. It has
simply been too easy, until now, to keep
tossing everything into our curbside recycle
bins and ship contaminated “Wish-Cycled”
materials oversees.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

“Wish-Cycle” Guidance
YES – ALWAYS IN THE BIN:


Paper-type Materials: Cardboard, Junk Mail (no
unusual items included), Newspaper (unwaxed &
no unusual items), Office Paper, Paper, Paperboard
(unwaxed), Shredded Paper: ONLY IF IN PAPER
BAGES STAPLED SHUT! No unbagged or plastic
bagged



Aluminum: Beverage Containers, Clean Foil,
Pie Tins



Tin/Metal Food Cans



Glass Bottles & Jars



Plastic Bottles, Containers & Jugs #1, 2, & 5 only
(SRC only #1 - #2)

NO – NEVER IN THE BIN:


NEVER PUT RECYCLABLES IN PLASTIC BAGS! Place
loose in cart or in paper bags



Batteries



Diapers



Electronics



Foam or Styrofoam: Cups, Plates, Containers



Food (compost instead)



Glass-type Materials: Dishes, Mirrors, Window Glass,
Heat Treated Glass or Ceramic Cooking Containers



Light Bulbs



Metals: Aerosol Cans, Blades or Sharp Metal Objects,
Propane Tanks of any size, Scrap Metal, Hangers

1.

Get back to basics and STOP “Wish-Cycling.”



Needles/Sharps

2.

Take control over what you and your family
purchase and, ultimately, toss into the
recycle bin.



Paper-type Materials: Egg Cartons, Paper Cups,
Plates, Napkins or Towels



Plastics: #6 & #7, Bags & Films, Toys + other
molded plastic(s), large plastic items like toys &
shovels



Tanglers: Wire, Chains, Ropes, Cords, Hoses, etc.



Textiles & Clothing (unless using SRC – must be
packed separately)



Wood Scraps

3.

Only recycle clean, rinsed recyclables –
when in doubt, throw it out!

4.

Encourage the use of recycled materials
by seeking out and buying locally-sourced
products made with post-consumer recycled
materials.

5.

6.

Encourage an ambitious Minnesota
entrepreneur to start a business, develop
a recycled content product, or using locally-sourced
clean recycled commodities in their products!
Do not bag recyclables in recycling cart; they need to
be loose in the cart.

If you need more information, call your hauler or
the Chisago County Solid Waste Administrator at
651-213-8923.

www.chisagocounty.us
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Winter Tips on Applying Less Salt
on Sidewalks
Prevent Contamination of Lakes and Rivers
At high concentrations, de-icing salt can contaminate lakes and rivers
and harm fish and plant life when the snow melts. As we continue to
clear our driveways and sidewalks this winter, please follow these tips
for applying salt:


Shovel. The more snow and ice you remove manually, the less
salt you will have to use and the more effective it can be.



15 degrees (F) is too cold for salt. Most salts stop working
at this temperature. For traction, USE SAND INSTEAD, but
remember that sand does not melt ice.



Slow down. Drive for the conditions and make sure to give plow
drivers plenty of space to do their work. Consider purchasing
winter (snow) tires.



Save money - apply less. More salt does not mean more
melting.
◊ Use less than four pounds of salt per 1,000 square feet.
◊ One pound of salt is approximately a heaping 12-ounce coffee
mug.
◊ Leave about a three-inch space between granules on the
ground.
◊ Consider purchasing a hand-held spreader to help you apply a
consistent amount.



Sweep up extra. If salt or sand is visible on dry pavement it is
no longer doing any work and will be washed away, where it can
kill your grass and contaminate lakes and rivers. Use this salt or
sand somewhere else or throw it away.



Hire a certified Smart Salting contractor. Google and visit
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) website for a list
of winter maintenance professionals specifically trained in limiting
salt use.

To learn more, visit www.pca.state.mn.us/water/chloride-salts or
cleanwatermn.org/the-iceman-cometh/.

Contact Solid Waste Administrator Lisa Thibodeau
(651-213-8923 or lisa.thibodeau@chisagocounty.us)
with your comments, questions, and concerns about
this newsletter.
Environmental Connections is produced by Chisago
County Dept. of Environmental Services/Zoning twice
annually and is printed on chlorine-free paper using
100% post-consumer waste and soy-based inks.
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Fund. © 2018 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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