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Environmental Connections

provides Chisago County residents with
information and news from the Chisago
County Department of Environmental
Services/Zoning, located in Center City
and North Branch. Funding is provided
by the Solid Waste Management Fund.
To contact your Chisago County
Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Chris DuBose
651-213-8831
Center City, Chisago Lake Twp-N,
Lent Twp, North Branch-C
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene
651-213-8832
Amador Twp, Franconia Twp, North
Branch-B, Shafer, Shafer Twp A and B,
Sunrise Twp, Taylors Falls
3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon
651-213-8833
Chisago City, Chisago Lake Twp-S,
Lindstrom
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka
651-213-8834
Wyoming, Stacy
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson
651-213-8835
Fish Lake, Harris, Nessel Twp, North
Branch-A, Rush City, Rusheba Twp

Chisago County residents,
we need your help!
Did you know that more than 75% of the workforce in Chisago
County commutes out of the county for their employment?
The Chisago County Economic
Development Authority is
conducting a survey to determine
why our residents are choosing
to work outside of the county.
With this information, we can
determine county residents
occupational needs in order to
encourage businesses to call
Chisago County their home.
Benefits of working closer to home may include saving time, gas and
possible daycare costs. A person will experience less stress when not
commuting in poor weather conditions and congested traffic. If commuting
an hour to and from work each day, you are potentially losing out on time
you could be getting paid for or time to spend with family or friends. This
may even impact your completion of your “to do” list. How many miles do
you drive? How many hours are you losing?
Our communities flourish when people shop locally with convenience
and proximity to their workplace. Those working closer to home have
more time and opportunity to get involved in their community through
volunteering, attending school events, and other activities. And the
obvious, less driving is safer and better for the environment.
While we are compiling the facts you provide, we encourage
you to reach out to local businesses that are currently
seeking employees right here in our county. The
right job might be closer than you think!
Your response to the survey is crucial to our
county’s development. Please complete the
survey on the Chisago County HRA-EDA
home page at www.chisagocounty.org
by October 15th, 2019, for a chance
to win a gas card! One survey per
household. Contact us for a paper copy
at 651.674.5664.

WIN
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Recycling Crisis:
Fall 2019 Update
One year ago, we reported on how the recycling market crisis
affected you. Unfortunately, not much has changed, and your
garbage hauler has probably cut back on what they accept
for recycling and added additional fees on your bill relating
to recycling. How can you help with the Crisis? Please be
careful about what you put in your recycle bin – DON’T
“WISH-CYCLE” - or hope the container or plastic in your
hand can be recycled.
Recycling started back in the 1960s when major
environmental legislation was passed to make things
healthier for U.S. citizens. There were less “disposable”
products on the market and products were in basic packaging
and containers, not the single use plastic containers that fill
today’s store shelves. The growth of electronic media has
also caused the decline of newsprint and recycled paper.
These realities have hurt the recycling industry, and “SingleSort” recycling where you put it all together in one cart has
also lead to contamination issues at recycling facilities. Many
people are guilty of “wishing” whatever we throw in the
recycle bin will get recycled. Meanwhile, modern automation
at recycling plants has lowered costs but has increased
contamination of the final recycled material which ultimately
affects its value and ease of reusing the recycled materials.
U.S. recyclers have typically sold most of collected recycle
commodities (plastics, glass, papers, etc.) to China. Because
of contamination of imported recycling, China has cut off U.S.
imports, resulting in less demand for your recycled materials
and a glut in the recycle commodity supply chain. It’s simply
been too easy, until now, to keep tossing everything into our
curbside recycle bin and ship contaminated “Wish-Cycled”
materials overseas.
For more information call the Chisago County Solid Waste
Administrator at 651-213-8923, or your curbside garbage hauler.

– WHAT CAN YOU DO? –
1

 et back to basics and STOP “Wish-Cycling” - when in
G
doubt throw it out!

2

Never bag your recyclables! Always place loose in

3

T
 ake control over what you and your family purchase,
and ultimately toss into the recycle bin.

“Wish-Cycle” Guidance
Y
 ES – ALWAYS IN THE RECYCLE BIN:
• P
 aper-type Materials: Cardboard, Cartons (food &
beverage) Junk Mail (no unusual items included), Newspaper
(unwaxed & no unusual items), Office Paper, Paper,
Paperboard (unwaxed), Shredded Paper: ONLY IN PAPER
BAGS STAPLED SHUT! Not unbagged or in plastic bags
• Aluminum: Beverage Containers, Clean Foil, Pie Tins
• Tin/Metal Food Cans
• Glass Bottles & Jars
•P
 lastic Bottles, Containers & Jugs #1, #2 & #5 only
(SRC only #1 & #2)

NO – NEVER IN THE RECYCLE BIN:
•N
 EVER PUT RECYCLABLES IN PLASTIC BAGS!
Place loose in cart or in paper bags
• Batteries
• Diapers
• Electronics
• Foam or Styrofoam: Cups, Plates, Containers
• Food (compost instead)
•G
 lass-type Materials: Dishes, Mirrors, Window Glass,
Heat Treated Glass or Ceramic Cooking Containers
• Light Bulbs
•M
 etals: Aerosol Cans, Blades or Sharp Metal Objects,
Propane Tanks of any size, Scrap Metal, Hangers
• Needles/Sharps
•P
 aper-type Materials: Egg Cartons, Paper Cups, Plates,
Napkins or Towels
•P
 lastics: #6 & #7, Bags & Films, Toys + other molded
plastic(s), large plastic items like toys & shovels
• Tanglers: Wire, Chains, Ropes, Cords, Hoses, etc.
•T
 extiles & Clothing (unless using SRC – must be packed
separately)
• Wood Scraps

Recycling Success!
Chisago County helped the Rush City High School
Environmental Science Class obtain three sets of
recycling and garbage bins for their lunch area.
Check out the video they made to show what can
be recycled and what shouldn’t be put in the bin!

your recycle bin. (Exception: Shredded paper must be
in paper bag stapled shut.)

 nly recycle what you know is clean and recyclable.
4 O

5

2

Seek out and encourage using products made with
post-consumer recycled materials.
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https://www.wevideo.com/view/1351121550

Creating a Bee Friendly Lawn
Take a look at your lawn. Are there any areas that
don’t get used for recreation or that simply get
mowed to keep the yard looking nice? These are
perfect spots to convert conventional turf grass
into bee friendly lawn habitat – or a Bee Lawn.
Pollinators have been declining due to habitat loss, pesticide
use and parasitic mites. Converting parts of your lawn can
combat habitat loss and help pollinators carry out their essential
role of putting food on our plates! Pollinators are responsible for
approximately 1/3 of the food we enjoy.
Bee Lawns are a mix of grasses and low growing perennials. A Bee
Lawn serves the same purpose as a regular lawn with multiple other
benefits, the biggest is to pollinators. Pollinators get pollen from the
low growing flowers in a Bee Lawn. Other benefits include increased
lawn resiliency to drought and extreme moisture. Deeper rooting
plants in a Bee Lawn can reach water when there are extended
dry spells but also create channels for water to soak into the soil
during major or extended rain events. This will decrease the time
you spend watering your lawn and help it soak up water like a
sponge during rain events.

White Clover

Plants in a Bee Lawn include short flowers like White Clover,
Creeping Thyme, Self-Heal, and Ground Plum. Grasses
include fine fescues which have thin blades to allow the flowers
to establish and are much slower growing than traditional lawn
grass. Flowers should be cut at 3" or higher which means mowing
will be less frequent than with a traditional lawn.
Establishing your Bee Lawn can be done by mowing your lawn as
short as possible and using an iron garden rake to expose the soil.
Another option is to remove your existing sod entirely and seed
into completely bare soil. Hand pulling weeds is the best method of
removal as most herbicides will harm your new Bee Lawn.
Once your Bee Lawn is established you’ll spend less time mowing,
less money on fertilizer and herbicides and more time watching
the pollinators enjoy the added habitat that you created for them.
A bee lawn may be different, but it too can look just as nice as any
traditional turf lawn!

More information about bees and Bee Lawns can be found at:
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/let-it-bee
https://www.beelab.umn.edu/wild-bees/wild-bees-flowers/beelawn
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/inline-files/
pollinatoryardbmps.pdf
Source information from Blue-thumb.org

Ground-Plum

www.chisagocounty.us
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SPARK JOY

in Your Cleaning Routine
Does the thought of cleaning your
house make you queasy? Are you tired
of donning the Tyvek suit and eye
protection in fear of the chemical cleaning
compounds we’ve all been convinced are
necessary just to clean the bathroom?
Does your cleaning routine spark joy,
or could it use some tidying up?
In both the U.S. and Canada, companies that produce
cleaning products can use nearly any ingredient or
raw material in their product formulations without
government review or approval. Many cleaners on the
market today are harsh, laden with chemicals, and
just plain hazardous to your health. Don’t be fooled by
marketing terms like “Natural”, “Green”, or “Eco-friendly”,
as those terms are loosely regulated, if at all.

Read the Label
Signal words such as Caution, Warning, Danger, or
Poison are your clue that care should be exercised when
using a cleaning product. Read directions carefully, wear
gloves and long sleeves, ventilate the work area, and
always wash hands with warm, soapy water after use.
Leaving cleaners unattended or transferring them to
secondary containers can lead to accidental poisonings,
especially with children, elderly adults, or pets in the
home. Food or beverage containers with cleaners in them
can be especially dangerous, as they are not childproof
and may be mistaken for something edible.

BECOME A LABEL READER
Look for signal words on labels and
choose the least hazardous product.

Less
hazardous

More
hazardous

Signal Words

Hazard Level

Caution

Mild/Moderate hazard

Warning

Moderate hazard

Danger

E
 xtremely flammable,
corrosive or highly toxic

Poison		

Highly toxic

Source: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
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In addition to potentially exposing our skin or lungs to
these chemicals during use, the chemical gets washed
down the drain, ending up in our waterways. The
chemicals get diluted, of course, but also inter-mixed
with the myriad of chemicals from other households.
The Environmental Protection Agency has more than
85,000 chemicals on its inventory of substances that
fall under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).
We cannot say with certainty that these chemicals are
completely broken down within a home septic system
or wastewater treatment plant.

What SHOULD be done with all of these
questionable products?
When finished with any cleaners – whether they are
leaking, ineffective, or you choose to go with safer
alternatives - dispose of them at the Chisago County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility. Collection hours
are non-holiday Mondays from Noon until 7:00 p.m.,
and the last Saturday of each month from 9:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. 39649 Grand Ave., North Branch,
651-213-8920, www.chisagocounty.us.
To learn more about the chemicals in your life, an
excellent resource for consumers is the Environmental
Working Group (EWG) website: www.ewg.org.

Chemicals are complicated! If you prefer safer cleaning alternatives, pantry
staples such as salt, vinegar, lemon juice, and baking soda can be used in
various combinations to clean nearly anything:

All-purpose cleaner:
r
1/4 cup white vinega
2 tsp. borax
r
3-1/2 cups hot wate

l
vender essential oi
20 drops lemon or la
soap
1/4 cup liquid dish
negar,
y bottle, mix the vi
Mix in a 32-oz. spra
ial oil
oroughly. Add essent
borax, and water th
soap last.
if desired. Add dish

NEVER-EVER combine two
common household cleaners:
Chlorine Bleach and Ammonia!
It forms a highly toxic gas
which can cause respiratory
injury or death.
Hydrofluoric Acid, found in
many rust removers and car
wheel cleaners, can cause skin
burns that are not immediately

For a free list of Non-Toxic Cleaning Recipes, stop by the Chisago County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility (see information below).
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has excellent resources for less
toxic cleaners for your home:
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/green-cleaners

apparent or painful, but usually
require medical attention.
A milder and less toxic choice
would be rust remover with Oxalic
Acid as the main ingredient.

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/green-cleaning-safe-and-healthy-home
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hhw1-09.pdf
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hhw1-10.pdf

In case of accidental poisoning,

Chisago County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility
39649 Grand Avenue, North Branch MN 55056
651-213-8920 | www.chisagocounty.us

WASTE COLLECTION HOURS:

Every Non-holiday Monday 12-7 PM
Last Saturday of the Month 9 AM-1 PM

(humans or animals),
call Poison Control at

1-800-222-1222,
visit www.poison.org for an
online assessment tool, or

text Poison to 484848
to instantly add Poison Control as
a contact to your mobile phone.

•R
 esidents can drop off unwanted household chemicals and paint
free of charge!
•S
 mall Business Hazardous Waste Services available, call for
information and appointment.
• FREE home improvement products available on the reuse shelves.

www.chisagocounty.us

5

àà CHISAGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)
Prevention Continues this Season
Chisago County’s Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program has been
monitoring and preventing the spread of AIS in Chisago County lakes
since 2012. AIS include plants and animals such as Zebra Mussels,
Eurasian Watermilfoil, and Starry Stonewort which are non-native
organisms that cause economic loss, environmental damage, and harm
human health and native species quality of life. AIS can survive out of
water and are easily transferred by humans, as they attach to waterrelated equipment including boats, canoes, trailers, and recreational
equipment. Once established in a waterbody, AIS are impossible to
completely eradicate.
The AIS prevention program has grown due to funding provided by
the State of Minnesota which has allowed the County to develop the
program. All activities are summarized in great detail in the annual
report, which can be accessed at:
https://www.chisagocounty.us/364/water-resources-annual-reports
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Julia Narow, our 2019 AIS
Specialist has an educational
background in teaching science
and is available to come in to
any age group to teach about
AIS and our county lakes. If you
have a good location for AIS
information or are interested
in a presentation and/or
educational opportunity, please
reach out to the Environmental
Services Department and ask
for Julia at 651-213-8380.

Zebra Mussel Watch Program

Watercraft Inspections

AIS Outreach and Education

Zebra Mussels originated in Eastern
Europe and have spread throughout
North America, including Minnesota
lakes. They are small mussels that
attach to any hard surface, consume
and filter enormous amounts of
producers (plankton) that native
species rely on, and can damage
shorelines and structures. Zebra
Mussels were first observed in
Chisago County in 2017 in Comfort
Lake. To monitor and reduce the
spread to lakes in the county, over 20
volunteers installed monitoring plates
on their personal docks in 2018.
The volunteers checked the plates
regularly but no zebra mussels were
found on any of the plates at the end
of the season! If you are interested
in volunteering this season, please
contact julia.narow@chisagocounty.us
or 651-213-8380

In 2018, the AIS program conducted
over 13,500 inspections on watercraft
entering and exiting 24 Chisago and
northern Washington County public
water accesses. Data revealed that
327 of those inspections included
watercraft that had come from a
lake or river that contained AIS.
The watercraft inspectors are trained
through the DNR on the detection of
invasive species and collecting data.

Chisago County has developed a
Communication and Education Plan
to educate citizens about AIS and
encourage behavior that reduces
or stops the spread of AIS. Staff
created a display, banners, and
handouts to have at local festivals
and libraries and participated in local
parades. Additionally, the AIS team
participates in many school-related
opportunities such as the annual
Children’s Water Festival, taking
place this year on September 19th,
2019 at Wild Mountain, Taylors Falls.
We encourage you to help us spread
the word on our Clean, Drain, Dry,
and Dispose initiative whenever you
are recreating on area lakes and rivers.

•C
 lean aquatic plants/animals off all
watercraft and equipment
•D
 rain water/pull the drain plug
from watercraft before transport
• Dispose of bait in the trash
• Dry watercraft

To learn more on how to Clean, Drain, and Dry watercraft and Dispose of bait,
visit https://mn-chisagocounty.civicplus.com/306/Aquatic-Invasive-Species,
or www.clflwd.org/ or www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquatic/index.html
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Employee Spotlight
Chisago County Department of Environmental Services/Zoning
has said goodbye to two long time (40 years!) public servants
who retired on May 31, 2019. The Department will miss them
and we wish them the best in their retirements.
Tara Guy,

Zoning Director Assistant

When I turned in my badge at the end of May and
walked out the front door of the Chisago County
Government Center like a regular citizen, I left the
place that has been home for 40 years. It was a
bittersweet moment… I found myself reflecting on
how much had changed over my years in the County.
When I started, hand-lettered signs saying “Clean Fill
Wanted” were common, sticking up out of canary grass
lowland all over the County. Recycling was unheard-of,
and there was no organized trash collection; any fella
with a big truck could pick up garbage and dispose of
it swiftly and silently. Septic systems were installed
below-grade, often into soils featuring a high water
table. Hundreds of old lake cabins discharged raw
sewage directly into the lakes via “straight pipes.”
Endless five-acre tracts were randomly lopped off of farms and sold without planning or forethought.
But when I left this summer, the Zoning Office had
evolved into the “Department of Environmental Services
and Zoning,” those “swamps” are now understood
to be irreplaceable, water-cleansing natural sponges,
rigorously protected by Minnesota’s Wetland Conservation

Laird Mork,

Act. Trash haulers are licensed and regulated; recycling
is now picked up at your curb. Most new homes are
served by septic mound systems elevated above the
ground, with a thick, purifying layer of sand separating
wastewater from groundwater, and every system is
checked for compliance prior to sale and replaced if
necessary. Subdivision of land is thoughtfully planned,
with clustered lots and open space preservation
encouraged. Development “credits” can be created by an
owner of ecologically sensitive land, and the credits sold,
transferring those phantom lots to less fragile areas.
Always nimble and responsive to new research
and ideas, Chisago County has long been a leader
among Minnesota counties in the field of land use,
environmental protection and waste management. I am
so proud to have been a part of that history, I hope our
citizens are as well. If ever I was able to be of service to
you, please know that it was my pleasure. Throughout
all the changes, in the end, only one constant remained
fixed and eternal throughout my years: the wonderful
people of Chisago County. It was my great honor and
privilege to have served you.
Thank you, Tara Guy

Park Director

I appreciate our county parks because they provide a
valuable opportunity for public access to natural and
water front area. People seem to appreciate spending
time in and around the water and not everyone can own
lakeshore property.
Chisago County has had real success on a shoestring
budget. When the idea of building the first bike trail was
proposed, it was by far the most costly infrastructure the
Park Board had requested. The County Board said yes
to the multi-use trail idea, but we would need to raise
funding for the project.
People up and down the trail corridor were so generous we accepted $125,000 in local contributions. The county
was also granted funding from the State Natural Resource
Trust Fund and the Federal Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act. It was an exciting time - with just over
1 million in funds, the County built three trailheads with
parking areas, two bridges over the Sunrise River and
the paved trail! It’s been rewarding to see the trail so
well used and cared for by the community.

In 1979 the County had just three County Parks: Fish
Lake, Kost Dam and Checkerboard Park. In the early
90s Ki-Chi-Saga Park and Dennis Frandsen Park were
added. The County also secured 150 acre park reserve
land in North Sunrise Township. Dennis Frandsen
donated the 117-acre park on the north end of Rush
Lake and followed with additional resources for the
shelter and parking area.
In the early 90’s the abandoned Burlington Northern
line was acquired and in 1998 opened for use as the
first Regional Trail in Chisago County. During the past
decade, the County has added the Swedish Immigrant
Regional Trail between Taylors Falls and Shafer with
plans to connect to the Lakes Area and Wyoming in the
future. My hope is that momentum will be sustained
with additional connections as identified in our Parks and
Trails Plan.
In closing, I would like to thank all the residents of the
county for doing their part to care for our natural areas
and the parks and trails in their area.
Signing out, Laird Mork

www.chisagocounty.us
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Welcome to Our New Hires
The Chisago County Department of Environmental Services/Zoning and Parks is welcoming
several new faces available to help you at the courthouse office!
Jessica Jagoe,

Land Services Coordinator

Jessica Jagoe is our new Land Services Coordinator.
She comes to the County with almost 20 years of
experience from the City of Little Canada. While with
Little Canada she served in a number of roles starting
off as a Customer Service Specialist and transitioning
to Utility Billing Clerk and Code Enforcement Officer
then finishing out her time as the Associate Planner.
This vast range of duties made her a natural fit within
Environmental Services and Zoning. Jessica lives in
White Bear Lake with her husband and two daughters.

Diane Sander,

Land Services & Park Support Specialist

Diane Sander, the new Land Services & Park Support
Specialist has 17 years experience working with local,
state, and federal agencies. Diane has worked with a
variety of community groups, committees, cities, and
ten counties in preservation and restoration activities
along the Crow River located in central Minnesota. She
currently lives in Taylors Falls with her husband, son,
and two crazy dogs.

Joe Tart,

Parks Director

Joseph Tart the new Parks Director of Chisago County
will oversee five parks and two regional trails. Joe has
over fourteen years of Parks and Recreation experience
with the City of Coon Rapids. Prior to that he was an
Assistant Golf Course Superintendent at the TPC of the
Twin Cities Golf Club.
Joe has always had interest in parks, trails and natural
resources. Joe currently lives in Circle Pines with
his wife and three children. He is an active member
within the community. His interest includes camping,
fishing and enjoying the outdoors. He is very excited
for the opportunity to get involved and make a lasting
contribution to the Parks and Trails of Chisago County.
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Contact Solid Waste Administrator Lisa Thibodeau
(651-213-8923 or lisa.thibodeau@chisagocounty.us)
with your comments, questions, and concerns about
this newsletter.
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