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Environmental Connections

provides Chisago County residents with
information and news from the Chisago
County Department of Environmental
Services/Zoning, located in Center City
and North Branch. Funding is provided
by the Solid Waste Management Fund.
To contact your Chisago County
Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT
Chris DuBose; 651-213-8831
Center City, Chisago Lake Twp-N,
Lent Twp, North Branch-C
2ND DISTRICT
Rick Greene; 651-213-8832
Amador Twp, Franconia Twp,
North Branch-B, Shafer, Shafer
Twp A and B, Sunrise Twp,
Taylors Falls
3RD DISTRICT
Marlys Dunne; 651-213-8833
Chisago City, Chisago Lake Twp-S,
Lindstrom
4TH DISTRICT
Ben Montzka; 651-213-8834
Wyoming, Stacy
5TH DISTRICT
Mike Robinson; 651-213-8835
Fish Lake, Harris, Nessel Twp, North
Branch-A, Rush City, Rusheba Twp

Trex Bench Recycling Challenge
an Overwhelming Success!
Thank you, Chisago County residents! You accepted and crushed
the challenge. The County collected over 2000 lbs of plastic film
in the 6-month pilot program, winning the free Trex composite
bench! That’s amazing considering we only needed 500 pounds
total, and that the average plastic shopping bag only weighs ¼ of
an ounce. The bench has been delivered and will be installed next
spring at the Household Hazardous Waste Facility prairie in North
Branch – stay tuned!
As a result:
•P
 lastic film collections have ENDED
at the Chisago County Government
Center lobby in Center City, as of
November 1st, 2021.
•D
 ue to popular demand,
the collection program will
CONTINUE WITH CHANGES
as listed on page 2, at the
Chisago County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility at
39649 Grand Ave. in North Branch.
Take a trip to your local store and you usually
come home loaded with plastic bags. They are not
allowed in curbside recycling bins because they cause nothing but trouble
at recycling plants, getting wrapped around equipment and causing
hours of downtime as workers must untangle and cut them out. The
Trex Recycling Challenge was an attempt to help raise awareness of this
problem by giving residents an additional outlet for plastic bags and film.
Watch this great video from the Recycling Association of MN
on plastic bag recycling: https://youtu.be/RdewnQjINxw
The Trex Bench Recycling Challenge success shined a light on the need and
community desire to recycle this kind of plastic - which is not normally
collected. The County reminds residents however, to REDUCE AND REUSE
too, as RECYCLING alone is not enough to manage all the plastic that
everything comes wrapped in these days. Next time you go to the store
(continues on page 2)
remember to bring your reusable shopping bags!
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Plastic shopping bags continue to be
collected at these area grocery stores:

Plastic shopping bags can also be
dropped off at these metro retailers:

Brink’s Market:
11460 Brink Ave.
Chisago City, MN
Bruce’s Foods:
5358 Wyoming Trail
Wyoming, MN
Marketplace Foods:
2191 Hwy 8
St. Croix Falls, WI

Updated Plastic Film Acceptance Guidelines at Chisago County HHWF:
Plastic shopping bags and film will continue to be collected at the Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste Facility
(HHWF), at 39649 Grand Ave., North Branch, every non-holiday Monday from 12-7pm, with the following changes.
For questions call Chisago County Solid Waste Administrator at (651) 213-8923.
• Chisago County residents only

• #2 and #4 plastic bags and films only

• Residential use only – no commercial quantities

•P
 lease pack bags and films loosely in a larger bag, do
not individually tie up or pack bags within bags

•N
 o Business, home-business, or non-profit plastics
accepted. If you are a small business and want to
recycle these types of plastics, call the County Solid
Waste Administrator for options

•A
 ccepted materials should stretch and you should be
able to poke your finger through them
• Staff will refuse contaminated drop-offs

Remember: When in doubt – throw it out! Don’t contaminate the load by wish-cycling.

Accepted Plastics:

NOT Accepted:
•B
 usiness, home-business,
non-profit plastics

•P
 aper bags, receipts, tags,
shipping papers

•C
 ellophane/crinkly plastic
(flower packaging, chip
bags, candy wrappers)

•P
 aper mailers with plastic
liners

•C
 ompostable lawn &
garden bags
•D
 iaper/pad plastic
strip backing
• Dirty plastic
•F
 ood bags (meat, deli,
frozen, vegetable, etc.)
Photo credit courtesy of Brian Lasenby - Common Loons

•F
 ood residue &
crumbs of any kind

•P
 lastic or compostable
utensils
• Rubber
•S
 alt bag handles & salt
inside bags (remove)

• String tied bags

• Moisture/anything wet

• Vinyl (sheet protectors,
shower curtains)

• Mulch, soil, fertilizer bags

• Wire bag closures

• Netting/mesh produce bags
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•P
 lastic produce bags &
films

• Seal-a-meal bags
•H
 ard plastics (water bottles, • Six-pack rings
cups straws, take-out
• Sticker backing
containers, packaging)
• Strapping
• Inflated plastic air pillows
must be punctured
• Styrofoam, foam sheets
•M
 etal/metallic looking
packaging or components
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•P
 et food or livestock feed
bags

County Building Officials and
Environmental Stewardship
Did you know that the Chisago County Building Officials are your ally
in environmental stewardship?
The Building division in the Zoning Department
is the State of Minnesota’s enforcement arm for
Chisago County. For any jurisdiction that does
not have their own building department (most
Townships and towns like Harris and Rush City),
we enforce the MN Building Code. The MN Building
Code sets a minimum standard for construction
of structures in order to protect public health and
safety, and to promote energy conservation.
For example: within the MN Building Code is a short, but very important
chapter called the Energy Code. The Energy Code is a minimum standard which
addresses thermal and moisture barriers, insulation, air quality, fenestration
(window efficiency) and mechanical systems. How do these things help us
have safe and energy efficient buildings? The building thermal envelope and
insulation help keep buildings a constant, habitable temperature with reduced
chance of problems - like mold. Window fenestration requirements help us
have enough natural light and ventilation in warmer months, while saving
energy in colder months. Americans use a lot of energy waiting for hot water
to reach their faucets. The Energy Code has a requirement for the minimum
amount of insulation on these lines to increase our comfort and save energy.
Chisago County is a great place to practice Environmental Stewardship. Your
building officials are here to serve you by interpreting, implementing, and
enforcing the MN Building Code, which in turn supports the MN Energy Code and
the environmental health we all long for, yet sometimes find difficult to practice.
We encourage you to stop in and talk to us about your next sustainable project!

Here are some examples of
sustainable, eco-friendly, and
alternate forms of construction
happening right now in Chisago
County, all approved under the
Building Code:

1

Solar farms, roof and
ground-mounted solar
arrays for business
and home

2

Manufactured single
family homes and
senior living apartmentstyle complexes

3

Full log home
construction from
Oak Wilt tree logs
harvested from
the owner’s property

4

Traditional greenhouses
supporting farming,
nurseries and home
gardens

5

Cord wood masonry
constructed home

6

Partially earth-sheltered
monolithic concrete dome
home

7

Straw bale constructed
home

8

Dozens of window
replacements as a step
towards energy efficiency

9

Barndominimums allowed
on frost footings if meet
Energy Code

Camden Droppo, AIS Specialist / Lead Watercraft Inspector
Camden is the new Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Specialist for Chisago
County. He will be working with the watercraft inspectors and provide
education and outreach to the community. He is a University of Minnesota
graduate with a background in fisheries science and is an avid fisherman.
He will be a great addition to our team!

Beth Thorp, Land Services Coordinator
Beth is the new Land Services Coordinator and comes to the County with
20 years of planning related experience from the City of Shakopee and,
most recently, as the Community Development Director for the City of
Mora. As a resident, Beth enjoys the county’s diverse natural resources.
She is adding a lot of planning related experience to our team and is looking
forward to working with you!

10

Hot roof systems
generally utilizing
spray foam

www.chisagocounty.us
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Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring
Program a Success
It can sometimes be difficult to find citizens to volunteer their time
and talents to help with projects and programs. However, when a big
part of the volunteer effort is spending time on a boat or canoe, it
inspires great interest!
Since 2016, volunteers have collected water samples from small lakes and
wetlands located in the Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement District (LID) that
do not have a public water access. Once a month, from May to September,
volunteers collect water samples from Bloom, Emily, Linn, Ogren, Pioneer,
Mattson, School, Swamp and Wallmark Lakes.
Measuring water clarity by
using a Secchi Disk.

They monitor for nutrient levels, watercolor, and algae abundance to
determine the water quality. They monitor for water clarity by using a
Secchi disk; monitoring surface water temperature; and nitrogen and for
total phosphorus levels.

Phosphorus from septic systems, leaves, grass clippings and runoff from roads are all concerns as they can lead
to an increase in algae blooms and a decrease in water clarity. Nitrogen from fertilizer, septic systems and animal
waste can be toxic to aquatic organisms.
After the volunteers collect their samples, they’re sent to a lab in Duluth, MN for analysis. The data is then summarized
by the Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in an annual report and the lakes get ranked from
highest to lowest water quality. The water samples collected by the volunteers are extremely valued and used to
determine improvement or degradation of the lakes over time.
Without the volunteers, the District could not complete this project. We thank them for their time to help the
Chisago Lakes Chain of Lakes Watershed: Greg Anklan, Lisa Bardon, David Gerty, Daniel Lee, Scott
Mower, Peter Storlie, Scott Thelen and Tina Walkowaik.
THE SECCHI DISK
is lowered into the water
until it is no longer visible.
The further it goes down,
the clearer the water and
resulting higher water
quality, and vise versa.

LIGHT PENETRATION
with low Algae count

LIGHT PENETRATION
with high Algae count

For more information on the water
quality of lakes in Chisago County and
in the Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement
District, visit www.chisagocounty.us
and search for Water Quality.
For more information, or to see how the
lakes rate for 2020, visit the Chisago
County Water Quality Monitoring Report
at https://www.chisagocounty.us/
DocumentCenter/View/15653/2020Chisago-County-Lake-Water-QualityMonitoring-ReportTo view the 2020
Water Quality
Monitoring fact
sheets, visit
https://mnchisagocounty.
civicplus.
com/363/
Water-Quality

Source: Michigan Sea Grant
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New Lower St. Croix Watershed Partnership Offers
Funding for Conservation Projects
The Lower St. Croix (LSC) watershed, which includes 915 square miles of land over six counties
(the majority in Chisago County), is a water-rich landscape. With 127 lakes, 1,000 miles of rivers
and streams, and 152,000 acres of wetlands, the watershed is unique in the fact that all its streams
directly drain into the federally protected St. Croix River.
Land uses across the watershed are a mix of agricultural, small towns,
and expanding cities, all of which can place undue pressure on water
resources and lead to declines in both water quantity and quality. To
address these concerns, Chisago County and the Chisago Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) participated in a two-year effort to
put together a Lower St. Croix (LSC) River Comprehensive Watershed
Management Plan. Joining 15 other local government partners across
Washington, Chisago, Isanti, Anoka, and Pine counties, this initiative
follows the statewide One Watershed One Plan (1W1P) program that
looks to guide watershed conservation work for the next 10 years.

Lakeshore restoration projects like this buffer
strip on Green Lake are one type of project
that can be funded through the Lower
St. Croix Partnership.

With the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) adopting
the plan in October 2020, this group of local government partners, is
moving into the implementation phase. BWSR has provided $1.26 million
in funding for the Partnership’s first two years. In addition to hiring staff,
partners are also establishing processes through which potential clean
water projects will be reviewed and prioritized. Potential projects include
a wide range of conservation measures that look to improve water
quality and prevent degradation of water resources in rural and urban
landscapes, including but not limited to structural and non-structural best
management practices, wetland restoration, groundwater protection,
forest management, raingardens, shoreline plantings, and more.

“We are excited by the opportunity to work in coordination
with conservation partners across the Lower St. Croix
watershed. Such coordination enables us to identify and fund
projects and initiatives that can move the needle forward in
protecting and managing our water resources for years to come.”
Craig Mell - Chisago SWCD District Manager
No-till planting into cover crops like this one
in rural Chisago County are other types of
practices that can be funded through the
Lower St. Croix Partnership.

To learn more about the Lower St. Croix Watershed Partnership and
1W1P funding opportunities, please visit: www.lsc1w1p.org.

DON’T “Wish-Cycle”
The practice of tossing questionable items in
the recycling bin instead of in the trash,
HOPING they will somehow get recycled.
Check with your hauler or call the Chisago
County Solid Waste Administrator at
651-213-8923 if you have questions.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
1. When in doubt throw it out!
2. Never bag your recyclables!
3. Take control over what you and your family purchase
and ultimately toss into the recycle bin.
4. Recycle what you know is clean and recyclable.
5. E
 ncourage the use of recycled materials, buy postconsumer recycled materials - avoid single use plastics.

www.chisagocounty.us
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Household Hazardous
Waste’s
:
Lithium Batteries

The DOs and DON’Ts
of Lithium Batteries

A series of newsletter articles highlighting the most
hazardous or toxic chemical offenders
you may find around your home or farm.
Damaged or defective
Lithium Ion batteries
can spontaneously
combust or explode.

DO: Keep battery-containing
devices away from extreme
temperatures (such as heat
above 130° F or below freezing),
while charging.
DO: Watch for signs of a defective or damaged
battery such as bulging/cracking, hissing, leaking,
rising temperature, or smoke. If batteries are
damaged and exposed to air or other metals,
they could go into “thermal runaway”, resulting
in a fire that burns fast and furious. When
transporting loose lithium batteries with
metal contacts, cover the contacts with clear
tape to prevent short circuiting.

Single-use lithium batteries and rechargeable lithium ion
batteries are commonly found in all kinds of household items
including laptop computers, robotic vacuums, and cell phones.
They are generally considered safe, but if damaged or
improperly disposed of, can be extremely dangerous.
These batteries are the culprit behind the highly publicized
exploding or spontaneously combusting consumer devices in
recent years, including e-cigarettes, hoverboards, and smart
phones and tablets. Some people were severely burned when
their products suddenly caught fire while they were using them.
What a damaged/
defective Lithium Ion
battery looks like in a
cell phone; note the
expanded pouch.

The key to safe handling of lithium-containing batteries is to
recognize the potential energy that they possess and handle
them accordingly. It also pays to know the signs of battery
failure and how to properly dispose of them.

DO: Bring lithium batteries and devices containing
them to an approved recycling facility. Research
recycling centers, or electronics stores near you.
DON’T: Throw any lithium
battery-containing devices
into your household waste.
It’s illegal and dangerous.
DON’T: Attempt to remove an embedded battery
yourself, unless the device is designed with an
access door and the battery is easily removable
and meant to be replaced by the consumer. If it
can be safely removed, bring the battery only to
the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility
in North Branch (which does not accept electronics
other than cell phones). Embedded battery devices
are also accepted, such as electric toothbrushes
and razors that you cannot get the battery out
of. Do not try to break into embedded devices, as
damaging the battery can cause a fire.

Recycle Your Batteries at:
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Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste Facility

East Central Solid Waste Commission/

39649 Grand Avenue, North Branch, MN 55056

Cambridge Tranfer Station

651-213-8920 or www.chisagocounty.us

4194 Hwy 95, Cambridge, MN 55008

Non-holiday Mondays: 12:00 PM-7:00 PM

763-689-4056 or www.ecswc.com

Last Saturday of each month: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM

Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4:30 PM
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Fire at the Cambridge Transfer Station
If you were traveling west along Highway-95, just east of Cambridge on July 12, 2021, you might
have noticed a smoke-filled sky. Unfortunately, the East Central Solid Waste Commission’s (ECSWC)
Cambridge Transfer Station was on fire.

Most of the household and
business waste that is collected
in Chisago County moves through
the Cambridge Transfer Station
on its way to the Mora Landfill.
As a result of the fire, waste was
temporarily re-routed directly to the
Mora facility. While the Cambridge
Transfer Station sustained significant
damage and is in need of repairs,
the facility was allowed to re-open
the following day.
What caused this fire? The fire at
the Cambridge Transfer Station
was likely caused by a lithium
ion battery that was tossed in

the trash. Once the battery was
at the transfer station, it was likely
hit by a loader as it was being
handled. Lithium ion batteries are a
huge problem in the waste industry,
and if mishandled can explode
and release heat that can ignite.
With more products containing
ever more powerful rechargeable
batteries, there is an increased
chance that some will be disposed of
improperly. This is leading to serious
consequences for the waste and
recycling industry across the nation.
For this reason, it is against state
law to throw rechargeable batteries

in the garbage. In 1994, Minnesota
enacted a rechargeable battery
and products law prohibiting the
disposal of rechargeable batteries
and products with non-removable
rechargeable batteries in mixed
municipal solid waste.
(Minn. Stat. 115A.9157 subd. 2)

Small button batteries can also
cause fires. It’s good practice to
keep all batteries out of the trash.
Please remove batteries from toys
and products before you put them
in your household waste. Then,
properly recycle batteries.

ATTENTION HUNTERS:
Do your part to prevent the spread of CWD
Got Recycling and
Disposal Questions?
Try the WASTE WIZARD to
search for and access this amazing
information! Once inside the tool,
you can even make suggestions
on items to include. Try it out!
Visit: https://www.
chisagocounty.us/wastewizard

East Central Solid Waste Commission (ECSWC) facilities will NO LONGER
ACCEPT DEER CARCASSES picked up by your trash hauler which have
been placed in your garbage can. Instead each of the ECSWC’s facilities
listed below will have separate dumpsters set up for deer carcasses.
Disposal of one carcass is $5 and larger loads are charged the same
rate as garbage. The collected carcasses will be transported to the Mora
Landfill and managed separately from other waste to contain the possible
spread of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in deer.
Cambridge Solid Waste
Transfer Station
South Side of Hwy 95
East of Cambridge
4914 Hwy 95
Cambridge, MN 55008
(763) 689-4056

Hinckley Solid Waste
Transfer Station
1/2 Mile East of I-35
33198 County Hwy 61
Hinckley, MN 55037
(320) 384-6596

Mora Landfill
Hwy 23 & CR 60
1756 180th Ave.
Mora, MN 55051
(320) 679-4930

www.chisagocounty.us
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Needed Upgrades at the Household Hazardous Waste Facility
The Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility,
located at 39649 Grand Ave. in North Branch, was built over
20 years ago in 2000. The existing facility includes 1,000-sq ft
warehouse space, 1,000-sq ft office space, and about 1,000-sq ft
of exterior storage space.
Since opening, residential HHW drop-offs have grown by at least 2.5 times.
The facility is routinely bursting at the seams after just a couple of collection
days and the small warehouse is packed.
Recently the County hired an architectural firm to develop a forward thinking
plan to address the issues of space at the aging facility. The result was a
four-phase, building and site plan that includes:
1. A fenced public recycling drop-off yard to the rear of the facility;

In the past several years, all but one
of the curbside drop-off recycling
yards within the County have closed,
leaving residents with limited options
for their self-service single-sort and
cardboard recycling. A new drop-off
yard at the centrally located HHW
Facility will give more residents access
to recycling. The yard will be open
in conjunction with the posted HHW
Facility drop-off hours. Construction
will take place in 2022 and the yard is
anticipated to be open late next year.
Stay tuned for updates.

2. A cold storage building to the rear of the facility;
3. A
 n upgrade to existing 21-year old warehouse mechanical
systems, electrical and safety equipment, and enclosure of the
south end of the facility for increased floor space; and
4. A
 renovation of the existing office and addition of an expandable
retail area for free re-use items.
In order to implement the four-phase plan, the County applied for a
$400,000 legislative Capital Assistance Grant in 2020, but unfortunately,
the project was not funded in the State budget. Good news, in June 2021,
the County was awarded a $250,000 grant from the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency to move forward with building of the recycling drop-off yard
at the rear of the facility.

Thank you for your support of
the Chisago County HHW Facility.
We look forward to continuing to
assist County residents recycle and
properly dispose of their chemicals!
To learn more visit:
www.dnr.state.mn.us/
cwd/index.html
or www.ecswc.com
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Contact Solid Waste Administrator
Lisa Thibodeau (651-213-8923 or
lisa.thibodeau@chisagocountymn.gov)
with your comments, questions, and
concerns about this newsletter.
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