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Food Waste Recycling— at Chisago County Schools

H

ow is food waste recycled
from school cafeterias?
Either by composting it, feeding it to worms, or feeding it
to animals. Rush City and
Chisago Lakes Schools
have chosen to send their food scraps to
pigs—at Barthold Farms near St.
Francis, MN (and North Branch is
considering the same). Since 1988,
Barthold Recycling has collected food
from schools, nursing homes, grocery
stores, restaurants, and hotels in order
to feed their 3,800 pigs and 250 head of
cattle at their 290-acre facility.
In 1951, the Federal government and

Environmental Connections provides Chisago County
residents with information and news from Chisago
County Environmental Services, located in Center
City and North Branch.
To contact your Chisago County Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lynn Schultz, 651-583-2657 or
651-213-8831 (office) North Chisago Lake Twp,
Lent Twp, Franconia Twp, North Branch S.
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene, 651-583-2513 or
651-213-8832 (office) North Branch N., Shafer, Shafer Twp,
Taylors Falls, Amador Twp, Sunrise Twp.
3RD DISTRICT—Bob Gustafson, 651-257-6218 or
651-213-8833 (office) Center City, Chisago City, Lindstrom,
South Chisago Lake Twp.
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka, 651-464-8515 or
651-213-8834 (office) Wyoming, Stacy, Wyoming Twp.
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson, 320-358-3223 or
651-213-8835 (office) Harris, Rush City, Nessel Twp, Fish
Lake Twp, Rusheba Twp.

Keep this information by your phone
for future reference.

the State of Minnesota
Department of Animal
Health required haulers
and farmers to process or
cook food before feeding it
to animals in order to kill
harmful bacteria. In order to
comply, Barthold pioneered a
method of cooking the food
scraps in the trucks after
collection. Steam pipes are
hooked to the truck for 20
minutes, increasing the temperature enough to kill
potentially harmful bacteria.
Once cooked, the food waste is
fed to the pigs and cows.
Barthold operates a full circle practice by also composting the manure
from the animals for fertilizer. The compost is used both onsite and offsite.
Barthold Farms has established food collection service standards to ensure
consistency and good performance. All farms listed on their Web site adhere
to these standards. For example, Barthold uses special containers with lids
that seal with a rubber gasket to reduce odor and leakage. In addition, thanks
to their long relationship with many customers, together with education and
training, their final product is 99.75% pure. Schools learn how to properly
sort the food waste so that contamination is minimal.
Schools will save money by paying Barthold to haul their food waste
because it reduces disposal costs and state taxes. On average, customers pay
30% less when they recycle their food waste rather than throw it away.
During the first year of food waste recycling, Chisago County and the
United States Department of Agriculture (through a Rural Assistance Grant)
will assist schools by subsidizing their food waste recycling costs.
The good news is that Barthold Farms is soliciting new customers in
Chisago County. If you are a large producer of food waste in this area and
you’re interested in diverting your food waste to animal feeding, please
contact Harry Hjermstad (763-444-7447) at Barthold Farms or Gary Noren
(651-213-8921) at Chisago County Environmental Services for further
information. b
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Reducing the Environmental Impact of Plastic Bags
About a hundred billion plastic bags are used

Some of the harmful effects of plastic bags:

each year in the US alone. If you also think

Plastic bags litter the landscape. Once
used, most plastic bags go into landfills, while more and more simply end up
littering the environment. Once they
become litter, plastic bags find their way
into our waterways, parks, beaches, and
streets. And if they are burned, they contaminate the air with toxic fumes.

about the huge economies and populations of
India, China, Europe, and other parts of the
world, the numbers boggle the mind. The problem is further exacerbated by the developed
countries like the U.S. shipping their plastic
waste to developing countries in Asia and Africa.
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How to “reduce our use”?
Ways To Live Without Plastic Bags

1. Use Reusable Shopping Bags

Plastic bags are not degradable. The
decomposition of plastic bags takes from
45 to 1000 years.

By law, large grocery stores and pharmacies are now
required to offer reusable bags for sale to customers.
Reusable bags are more environmentally friendly than
paper or plastic.

2. Refuse A Plastic Bag
When at the store, cashiers want to keep lines moving
and often don’t ask if you need a bag or what kind of
bag you want. When this happens, hand back the bag
and kindly explain why you don’t want it.

3. Recycle Them

4. Reuse Them
Most plastic bags find reuse as garbage can liners or
doggie litter collectors. However, there are many other
ways to reuse plastic bags: as packing material, as a
non-stick surface for rolling dough or even as a fun
arts and craft project.

• That’s 288 bags a year.
• That’s 22,176 bags in an average lifetime.

General info on harmful effects of plastic bags:
http://wiki.answers.com/Q/Details_about_the_harmful_effects_of_plastic_
bags

When Bringing In Your Own Bags

F A L L

If you use a cloth bag, you can
save 6 bags a week.
• That’s 24 bags a month.

On damage to marine life from plastic bags:
http://www.teachers.ash.org.au/jmresources/seaweek/links.htm

PBS Report: Sailing on a sea of plastic
http://www.pbs.org/odyssey/odyssey/20050428_log_transcript.htm

Suggest that your store offer a credit when you bring
in reusable bags.
C O N N E C T I O N S

You can make a difference

For more information:

5. Get Stores to Offer Cash Credits

E N V I R O N M E N T A L

Plastic bags are made from oil. Oil is
becoming ever more scarce, not to
mention expensive. It takes about
430,000 gallons of oil to produce 100
million non-degradable plastic bags.
And we use 4 to 5 trillion plastic bags
worldwide annually. This precious
resource should not, and need not, be
wasted on producing plastic bags.

If just 1 out of 5 people in our
country did this, we would save
They’re expensive for cities and
1,330,560,000,000 bags over
states to deal with. People think plasour lifetime!
tic bags are free. Instead, they actually
cost taxpayers millions every year. In
San Francisco alone, City officials estimate that they spend $8.5 million annually to deal with plastic bag
litter: that’s roughly 17 cents for every bag distributed in the city. It costs the
state of California $25 million annually to landfill discarded plastic bags.

Bring your plastic shopping bags back to large supermarkets or pharmacies for recycling. Large groceries
must offer free recycling of plastic bags. Recycling
bags in-store is a better bet than trying to do it in your
curbside program since most of them do not accept
plastic shopping bags.
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Plastic bags kill animals and marine
life. At least 267 species have been
documented as being adversely affected
by plastic marine debris. About 100,000
animals such as dolphins, turtles,
whales, and penguins are killed every
year due to plastic bags. Many animals
ingest plastic bags, mistaking them for
food, and die. And worse, the ingested
plastic bag remains intact even after the
death and decomposition of the animal.
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CHISAGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
E. coli

Plastic Bag Recycling
in Chisago County
County staff surveyed the managers of the following
Chisago County grocery stores, and the information
given by each follows below.

Brinks Market–Chisago City
Brinks Market offers paper, plastic, and cloth bags to its customers.
They do not offer plastic bag recycling. The charge for their cloth bags
is 3/$10, which is less than their own expense of $4 per bag. They do
not offer a discount to customers who bring their own bags from home
to use.

North Branch of the Sunrise River
Fecal Coliform Reduction Plan

Bruce’s Foods–Wyoming

Project Background

Bruce’s Foods offers paper, plastic, and cloth bags to its customers.
They do offer plastic bag recycling, and they do not receive any reimbursement for it. They also recycle all of their packing shrink-wrap (a
considerable amount!) in this recycling program. They offer their cloth
bags at $1.00 each. They recently ran a promotion offering free cloth
bags to interested customers, and gave away 800 of them. They do not
offer a discount to customers who bring their own bags from home to
use.

In 1998, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
listed the North Branch of the Sunrise River (NBSR) as
impaired for fecal coliform bacteria, and in 2002, a TMDL Study
(Total Maximum Daily Load) began. According to the MPCA, this is a
calculation of the maximum amount of a pollutant that a water body can
receive and still meet water quality standards.
The North Branch of the Sunrise River is impaired for aquatic recreation
due to the presence of fecal coliform bacteria. These bacteria are found
in the digestive tract of humans and warm blooded animals such as cattle, horses, sheep, pets, and wildlife. They are also used as an indicator
of the possible presence of pathogenic organisms and other disease
causing bacteria, such as Escherichia coli (E. coli). These bacteria can
cause major health problems such as typhoid, dysentery, hepatitis A, and
cholera.
The North Branch of the Sunrise River is a valuable resource that we
need to protect. By reducing fecal coliform bacteria levels in the river, the
water will be aesthetically enhanced, and will once again be safe for body
contact recreation, such as swimming, wading, canoeing, and fishing.

Lindstrom Foods–Lindstrom
Lindstrom Foods offers paper, plastic, and cloth bags to its customers.
They do not offer plastic bag recycling. They use the “Hippo” plastic
bags since these are thought to be more environmentally friendly. The
cost of their cloth bags is $0.99 each. They do not offer a discount to
customers who bring their own bags from home to use.

Maker’s Healthy Market–Chisago City
Maker’s Healthy Market offers paper, plastic, and cloth bags to its customers. They do not offer plastic bag recycling. They do not offer a discount to customers who bring their own bags from home to use.

Nelson’s Market–North Branch

What can be done?

Sunrise Market–Stacy

The Implementation Plan was approved in February of 2007, and now is
the time to start working on projects! We need to protect this resource
that affects our lives.
Many programs are available (with cost-share) to make improvements
to your land that will reduce fecal coliform contamination. Steps you may
be able to take include: upgrading a failing septic system, fencing livestock out of water bodies, adding filter strips, and so on.
If you have questions and are interested in finding out what you can do
to help improve the water quality of the North Branch of the Sunrise
River, and if your land is within the boundaries of the Watershed (mostly
contained in North Branch Township, Isanti County, and The City of North
Branch, Chisago County), you may be eligible for cost-share and incentives to put these practices on the ground!

Sunrise Market offers paper and plastic bags to its customers. They
previously offered plastic bag recycling, but dropped the service after
getting very little response from customers. They do not offer a discount
to customers who bring their own bags from home to use.

Contact Casey Thiel, North Branch of the Sunrise River Watershed
Technician, at 651/674-2333 if you are interested. Keep an eye out for
more articles about the North Branch of the Sunrise River Watershed.

Nelson’s Market offers paper, plastic, and cloth bags to its customers,
as well as plastic bag recycling. They offer their cloth bags at $0.99
each. They offer a discount of $.02 per Nelson’s bag and $.05 per
Nelson’s cardboard tote to customers who bring these items from home
to use.

Rush Foods–Rush City
Rush Foods offers paper, plastic, and cloth bags to its customers. They
offer their cloth bags at $0.99 each. They do not offer plastic bag recycling. They do offer a $.05 discount to customers who bring their own
paper bags from home to use.

F A L L
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The Quality of our Chain of Lakes

T

hose of us living in the Chisago Lakes area
are blessed with an abundance of water resources
for swimming, fishing and boating—or for simply watching the sunsets over the lakes. Swedish
immigrants recognized this when they settled on
the shores of Big Lake. Native Americans called
the lakes Ki Chi Saga, which means “fair and lovely waters”—
from which we derive the name of our county.
Today, many of us look at the Chisago Chain of Lakes and wonder how they are doing. Is the water quality getting better or
worse? Do they need our help or is everything just fine? The
answer is… it depends. Each lake, and its water quality, is different.
Water quality data was sporadically collected from the 1940’s
through the early 1990’s. In 1994, the Chisago Lakes Lake
Improvement District began a program to collect water quality
data each year on the seven major lakes in the Chisago Chain of
Lakes—North and South Lindstrom, North and South Center,
Chisago, Green, and Little Green. Each lake is monitored for
water clarity and phosphorus concentrations. Water clarity is
monitored with a Secchi disc—a white plate that is lowered into
the water. The further it is lowered into the water before it disappears, the clearer the water and the better the water quality.
We’ve all seen lakes that have turned green with algae, and the
culprit is phosphorus. Algae love phosphorus, and the more of it
in the water, the more algae and the poorer the water quality.
Obviously, higher phosphorus levels are bad. There are many
sources of phosphorus, including leaves, grass clippings, fertilizer,
human septage, manure, and dishwashing detergent. Fortunately,
we have the power to stop many of them from entering our lakes.
In any given year, North Center typically has the lowest Secchi
disc readings and the highest phosphorus levels, in other words,
the lowest water quality of the seven lakes studied. North
Lindstrom is normally on the opposite end of the spectrum with
the highest water quality. The other lakes range in water quality
between the two.
Over the past 60 years, the Secchi disc readings have increased
slightly, indicating that the water clarity has improved. In addition, the phosphorus levels in most of the lakes have remained the
same, but with two notable exceptions: North and South Center.
One phosphorus sample taken from North and South Center
in 1942 indicated excellent water quality. Samples taken in the
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1970’s and 80’s, however, indicated very poor water quality. We
saw some improvement in phosphorus levels during the last 20
years, but the water quality of the two lakes remains poor.
Every two years, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
establishes a list of Impaired Waters—lakes and rivers which do
not meet water quality standards—and North and South Center
have now been placed on the 2008 Impaired Waters list. In addition, Kroon and Walmark Lakes along with a stream leading into
South Center have also been placed on the Impaired Waters list.
Placement on the Impaired Waters list triggers a series of
responses that include increased water quality monitoring, identification of sources of phosphorus pollution, and development of
an action plan. This process typically takes several years to complete before the hard work of correcting the problem can begin.
Taking steps to address this problem, the Chisago Lakes Lake
Improvement District has formed a technical advisory committee
with groups that include the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, Chisago Soil & Water Conservation District, and
Chisago County.
Impaired Waters are not just a problem for the Chain of Lakes.
Many lakes and streams throughout Minnesota are on the list—
and more will be added. Approximately 40 percent of the waters
the MPCA has monitored and assessed do not meet water quality
standards, and only a small fraction of Minnesota’s lakes and
rivers have been assessed.
Currently the funding for the water quality study for the
Chisago Lakes Chain is coming from the ad volarum tax assigned
to the Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement District. The total cost
of the study and the follow up effort to correct the problem
(adopting Best Management Practices for land uses) will, however, require more funds than are available through this tax. The
Legislature took action during the past session by approving a bill
which will allow voters to choose whether or not to increase the
state’s sales tax by 3/8 of 1%. If the voters approve, more
resources may become available to communities such as those in
the Chisago Lakes area to address our impaired lakes and streams.
For more information on the Chisago Lakes Water Quality
Monitoring Program, go to www.co.chisago.mn.us, click on
Department—Environmental Services, then go to: Water Resources
News. b
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Stop Trashing the Climate and
“Recycle More Minnesota”
We now have three new informational resources in the world
of solid waste:
• A 2008 report promoting zero waste policies
• A Zero Waste Ordinance Resource Guide, and
• A current MPCA and Recycling Association of Minnesota statewide
educational initiative to reinvigorate and promote recycling at
home, at work, and “on-the-go.”
The Minnesota-based Institute for Local Self-Reliance report
provides clear evidence that preventing excess consumption, and
then expanding reuse, recycling and composting programs—aiming
for zero waste, in other words—is one of the fastest, cheapest, and
most effective strategies available for combating climate change.
This report clearly documents the link between climate change and
unsustainable patterns of consumption and waste. It also addresses the climate benefits of landfill gas recovery and waste incineration, outlines policies needed to effect change, and offers a
roadmap for ways to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions
within a short period. To see this excellent report, go to:
http://www.stoptrashingtheclimate.org/
The report’s findings include the following:
• Wasting directly affects climate change because it’s directly
linked to global resource extraction, transportation, processing,
and manufacturing. Minimizing waste can reduce green house gas
(GHG) emissions in areas that together represent 36.7% of all
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.
• Significantly decreasing waste disposed in landfills and incinerators would reduce GHG emissions by an amount equal to closing
21% of U.S. coal-fired power plants!

Eureka Recycling, a provider of waste reduction and recycling services for St. Paul and other cities, has created a Zero Waste
Ordinance Resource Guide. You can find links there to 75 ordinances, policies, plans, descriptions, studies, reports and presentations. They are organized under the following topics:
• Zero Waste
• Residential Organics Recycling
• Unit-Based Pricing for Trash (Pay as You Throw)
• Business Recycling
• Public Space Recycling
• Event Recycling at City Events
• School, College, University Recycling and Reuse
• Sustainable Purchasing for Cities
• Construction and Demolition
• Green Collar Jobs
• Multifamily Recycling
• Public Collection
To read this report, go to:
http://www.eurekarecycling.org/pdfs/ZWOrdsIndex.pdf.

The Recycle MORE campaign,
at http://www.recyclemoreminnesota.org,
encourages more aggressive
recycling of familiar materials,
educates consumers on the
numerous economic, energyrelated and environmental benefits of recycling, and highlights additional recycling
opportunities. Of particular interest is the tool kit for
county and municipal recycling staff, recycling service
providers, and other organizations.
Interesting and relevant background information on the
web site includes:
• Minnesota’s rate of recycling (second best in the US
at 41% of trash) hasn’t increased for the past 10
years. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s
(MPCA) target is 50% by 2011.
• Paper products, which can be recycled, constitute
nearly 1/3 of all garbage.
• 20,000 Minnesota workers depend on recyclable
materials for jobs.
• Increasing the rate of recycling would generate $300
million in materials.
• In 2006, recycling in Minnesota saved enough energy
to power more than 410,000 households for a year.
Increasing the recycling rate would save enough energy
to power another 375,000 houses each year and
reduce GHG emissions.
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Exciting Storm Water Retrofit Projects
in the Chisago Lakes Area

W

ater quality and its degradation is a very
important issue in the Chisago Lakes
Area. We are drawn to this area because
of the beautiful lakes, ponds, streams and
rivers. Good water quality provides an
economic benefit for the area that supports many tourist related businesses. Water quality also affects
the value of area homes and businesses.
Chisago County Government Center Storm Water Retrofit
Project
One of many sources of pollution is storm water runoff from
hard surfaces such as streets, sidewalks, driveways and rooftops.
In many cases, this storm water runoff is conveyed, via a series of
storm drains, into the nearest lake, river or stream. In the case of
the Chisago County Government Center, storm water runoff
flows off the streets, sidewalks, roof and parking areas directly
into storm drains and then into North Center and Pioneer
Lakes.
There are over 142,000 square feet of hard surface at the
Government Center. This means that a typical one-inch storm
event produces 88,000 gallons of untreated runoff. That’s 2.6
million gallons of untreated storm water runoff each year. This
untreated runoff contains pollutants which include sediment, oil,
grease, metals, fertilizers, pesticides, garbage, leaves, grass clip-

pings, road salt, pet waste and cigarette butts–all flowing into
North Center and Pioneer Lakes.
Taking steps to begin to address this problem, Chisago County
formed a partnership with Great River Greening and Minnesota
Conservation Corps to install a series of infiltration practices
which will cause portions of the storm water to be diverted from
the storm drains and infiltrate into the ground rather than runoff
into the lakes. These practices include:
• installation of a rain garden
• an erosion control wall
• a shade planting
• an infiltration swale

In addition, invasive weeds along the shoreline will be replaced
with native plants. Installation was completed in September of 2008.
The practices,designed by Great River Greening, were
installed with help from Minnesota Conservation Corps.
The majority of funding was generously provided by the Bush
Foundation and Clean Water Legacy. No county levy funds
were used for this project. The Chisago County Board of
Commissioners approved this project on July 17, 2008.
If you have any questions on this please contact Jerry
Spetzman, Water Resource Manager, at 651-213-8383, or
jpspetz@co.chisago.mn.us. b

Chisago City Water Tower Park Rain Garden
A rain garden is an area that collects storm water runoff

from impervious surfaces (for example: roofs, driveways, sidewalks, and
streets). This area allows the water to seep slowly into the ground rather than
rushing straight to the nearest body of water. As water moves across impervious surfaces, it picks up pollutants including: phosphorus, sediment, and lawn
fertilizers, which head straight for storm sewers and fresh water.
A rain garden was installed on September 6, 2008 at Water Tower Park
in Chisago City. It was designed to capture runoff from a large parking lot
before the water can enter the channel between Chisago Lake and Wallmark
Lake. Over 4,000 square feet were converted to plants, trees, and shrubs from
mowed grass. Over forty volunteers showed up to plant more than 2,600
plants, all of which are native to Minnesota.
Partners for this rain garden include: Great River Greening, Chisago City,
and the Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District. Please visit this rain
garden and watch it grow! If you have more questions, please contact the
Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District, 651/674-2333 or
www.chisagoswcd.org
6
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This Year’s Local Clean-Up Events Successful!
But don’t forget about year around recycling options…

• Evergreen Recycling—91 appliances
• East Central Sanitation—
6.5 tons of garbage.
North Branch City Administrator,
Bridgitte Konrad, noted that their first
electronics clean-up day was “very successful and a great way for local residents to recycle.” Dan Schultz, owner of
Rush City-based E Cycling Solutions and
the event’s electronics recycler said,
“Thanks to Chisago County, we feel we’re
providing an important community service
and helping the environment.”
The Taylors Falls clean-up was also
busier this year than ever, according to
Eric Garner in the city’s Public Works
Department. Dale Bergfalk, the owner of
Rush City based Evergreen Recycling, the
vendor at the Tayors Falls clean-up, said
thanked “all county residents for their support at our city and township clean-ups
this year. We were able to recycle 50 tons
of electronics, 65 tons of tires, and 450
tons of appliances/scrap iron from
Chisago County and the surrounding area.”

CUTOUT AND SAVE

Mark Nelson of Chisago Metal
Recycling offers a different recycling
opportunity. Although he doesn’t have a
drop-off facility, he offers pick-up services
for recycling electronics, appliances and
tires. He feels his prices are comparable
to other recyclers, and if you don’t have
the time or it’s hard to get out, give him
a call.
Dick and Jenny Johnson, owners of
Harris based Recycling for Wildlife, also
contracted with Amador to help at their
clean-up this year. Dick said they collected quite a bit and every one was happy
with the results. It was also a very busy
spring for other area clean-ups, among
them Stacy/Lent Township, Wyoming, and
Lindstrom/Chisago City.
Why so busy this year? Many of the
clean-ups were offering free or very low
priced electronics recycling because of
the recent change in Minnesota electronics recycling laws. Electronics manufacturers are now responsible for “end-of-life”
recycling for their products. This past
year, they had to recycle 60% by weight of
the products they sold. Next year, they
will be responsible for recycling 80%, or
they will be fined by the State.

•

This past year was a banner year for
local city and township clean-up days in
every part of Chisago County. You probably saw local headlines about record numbers of residents bringing in their old
electronics and other items for recycling.
Each clean-up varied as to what they
would accept and what they charged,
depending on the company hired. Each
company offers year around recycling at
reduced prices for Chisago County residents, too. (See at right for locations)
Amy Mell, the Rush City Administrator,
said this year’s clean-up went great,
“though it was practically a zoo… the
busiest in years.” They took in a record
number of electronics, appliances,
garbage and scrap, and may have to find
a larger site to hold the annual spring
clean-up next year.
Recycling vendors at the North Branch
Electronics clean-up collected:
• E-Cycling Solutions—
24,500 pounds of electronics

2008 Chisago County Residential
Recycling Program Vendors:
Chisago Metal Recycling - (651) 238-0226 Residential
recycling program: appliances, tires, & electronics.
Pick-up only, call for schedule.
E Cycling Solutions - (320) 356-8630 www.ecyclingsolutions.com Residential recycling program: electronics.
1275 S. Field Ave., Rush City MN 55069,
Hours: Monday – Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-12
ECSWC - (763) 689-4056 - East Central Solid Waste
Commission www.ecswc.cog.mn.us
Residential recycling program: appliances, tires, electronics & mattresses. Cambridge Transfer Station, 4194 Hwy.
95 E., Cambridge, MN 55008, 10 miles W. of North Branch
on MN Hwy. 95 Hours: Mon - Friday 8-4:30, Saturday 8-12

BUT…Don’t Forget About Year-Round
Recycling Options

Evergreen Recycling - (320) 358-3988 Residential recycling program: appliances, tires, and electronics.53427
Forest Blvd., Rush City, MN 55069, 3 miles N. of Rush City
on MN Hwy. 361
Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 12-5, Saturday 8-12

On a year-round basis, Chisago County
offers a reduction in recycling prices for
County residents, and pays part of the
cost of recycling residential items. This
reduction is funded through the waste
management fee on your property taxes
and is intended to make it affordable to
recycle tires, appliances, mattresses and
electronics, and to also keep them out of
our ditches. The County licenses and contracts with the following vendors who are
independent recycling businesses participating in this program. Contact the appropriate recycler for your items, and keep in
mind prices vary. Make sure you call
before you go, and you must bring proof
of county residency. You must also fill out
a form.
F A L L

Recycling for Wildlife - (651) 674-7268 Residential
recycling program: appliances, tires, electronics & mattresses. 42775 Forest Blvd., Harris MN 55032, 1/2 mile
S. of Harris on Co. Hwy. 30 (old ‘61’) Hours: Saturday 8-12
SRC, Inc. - (651) 462-5298 www.mytrashservice.com.
Residential recycling program: appliances, tires, and electronics. Also: tin, clear glass, cardboard, and newsprint
drop-off, buying aluminum. 6320 East Viking Blvd.,
Wyoming MN 55092, 1 mi. E of Wyoming on E Viking Blvd.
Hours: Monday - Friday 8-4:30, Saturday 8-12
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Updated Ordinance Revision Schedule

C

hisago County continues to work
on its land use ordinances. The
adjacent chart indicates the time
frame for work on each ordinance,
although this schedule is subject to
change. County residents are welcome to attend the monthly Planning Commission
meetings if they wish to provide input into the ordinance revision drafting process. The Planning
Commission meets the first Thursday of each month
at 7:00 pm in Room 142 at the Government Center.
The Planning Commission usually addresses all of
the evening’s planning applications before discussing draft ordinance revisions. To inquire about the
status of a specific draft ordinance or ordinance revision, please contact County Planner Patrick Hollister
at 651-213-8382 or pcholli@co.chisago.mn.us.

Zoning

January 2008 through December 2008

ATV/Dirt Bike
August 2008 through December 2008
(Stand alone or incorporate into Zoning Ordinance.)
Solid Waste

September 2008 through December 2008

Communication Towers
(Section of Zoning Ordinance.)

September 2008 through December 2008

Wind
September 2008 through December 2008
(Incorporate into Zoning Ordinance.)
Septic
(March 2008 state rule final.)

September 2008 through March 2009

Subdivision

January 2009 through June 2009

Shoreland
January 2009 through July 2009
(Possibly incorporate into Zoning Ordinance.)

Need to Recycle a Mattress or Box Spring?
The two official mattress and box spring
recyclers for Chisago County are Recycling
for Wildlife in Harris, and the East Central
Solid Waste Commission (ECSWC) in
Cambridge. Dry mattresses can be recycled
at both facilities for a charge of $12 each. The
charge for disposal of mattresses and/or box
springs that are wet is almost double, or $19 and only available at the
ECSWC. This is because the wet mattresses have to be land-filled and
take up valuable space. Dry mattresses are transported to Goodwill
Industries in Duluth where they are deconstructed and recycled into such
items as carpet pads, insulation, and mulch.

Recycling for Wildlife (651) 674-7268
42775 Forest Blvd., Harris MN 55032, 1/2 mile S.
of Harris on Co. Hwy. 30 (old ‘61’)
Hours: Saturday 8-12
ECSWC (East Central Solid Waste Commission)
(763) 689-4056
Cambridge Transfer Station, 4194 Hwy. 95 E.,
Cambridge, MN 55008, 10 miles W. of North Branch
on MN Hwy. 95, www.ecswc.cog.mn.us
Hours: Mon - Friday 8-4:30, Saturday 8-12

For Household Hazardous Waste Facility hours call: (651) 237-0912 or (651) 213-8920

This newsletter is printed on paper using 30% post-consumer
waste and soy-based inks.

For comments and questions, contact: Environmental
Connections, Gary Noren 651-213 -8921.
Editor/Writer: Joseph Moriarity
Art director/designer: Theresa C. Gedig

Environmental Connections is produced by Chisago County
Environmental Services. © 2008 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Fall 2008 CHISAGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Postal Patron
ECRWSS

EnvironmentalC nnections

US POSTAGE PAID
ST. PAUL, MN
PERMIT #1096

PRESORTED
STANDARD

