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Lake Improvement District’s “Hook, Line & Sinker” Recycling Program Underway
Monofilament fishing line is widely
used by anglers because it is thin,
durable, and nearly invisible.
However, it can be a real nuisance for
boaters when fishing line entangles
propellers, enters bilge pumps or
water intake valves, or wraps around
the lower motor unit causing damage.
Those same durable characteristics
that give boaters a headache can
make it extremely hazardous to
wildlife, especially considering that it
takes up to 500 years for fishing line
to decompose in the environment.
Osprey, for example, are very tolerant of humans and will fish
and nest close to populated communities. They often make their
nests with a variety of natural and manmade materials, including
paper, rope, and fishing line. Osprey adults and young have
been found in their nests entangled in fishing line and hooks.
Legs, wings, and beaks can become so entangled that the bird
cannot stand, fly, or eat. Conservative estimates indicate that
5-10% of nests have fishing line present.
Lead sinkers pose other problems. Lead is a toxic metal and,
in sufficient quantities, can adversely affect the nervous and
reproductive systems of mammals and birds. Water birds, such
as loons and swans, often swallow lead sinkers when they scoop
up pebbles from the bottom of lakes or rivers to help with food
digestion. Eagles ingest lead by eating fish that have themselves swallowed lead sinkers. As a result, they can become
emaciated and often die within just a few weeks.
The Hook, Line & Sinker recycling program consists of PVC
collection stations installed at public lake accesses within the
Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement District (LID). Collection
stations resembling white periscopes are emptied weekly during
open water season, and will remain in place for use throughout
the year.
Recycling stations can be found at the following lake
accesses: Chisago, Green, Kroon, Little, Little Green, North
Center, South Center, and Spider Lakes. Additionally, collection
stations have been installed at the Chisago County Government
Center Environmental Services Department (main floor, Room
243) and the Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste
Facility, 39649 Grand Avenue in North Branch.

above: Fishing line, hooks and other items collected so far—
including 32 lead sinkers!
left: PVC Collection stations resemble white periscopes.

Fishing line collected in recycling bins
will be sent to Berkley’s Spirit Lake,
found in their
Iowa facility for recycling. The Berkley
Conservation Institute, a branch of the
nests entangled
popular monofilament fishing line
in fishing line
manufacturer, provides fishing line
recycling services free of charge and
and hooks.
has recycled more than 9 million miles
of fishing line since 1990. Berkley melts the line into raw plastic
pellets that can be made into other plastic products, such as the
Berkley Fish Hab, which provides artificial structure in fish
habitats. Other products include tackle boxes, spools for line,
and toys. Lead sinkers will be recycled with other lead waste
received at the Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste
Facility, and old fish hooks will be recycled as scrap metal.
Chisago Lakes residents take much pride in maintaining the
natural beauty of the area. The Hook, Line & Sinker recycling
program is another way of allowing people to keep the lakes
clean and safe today and for future generations. The collection
stations were installed in May, and have been very well received
thus far.
So…during your walks along the beach or while waiting in line
to launch a boat, take a closer look around. Now there’s
a place for that broken and tangled fishing line. Have the kids
make a game out of it—just watch out for rusty fish hooks!
The Hook, Line & Sinker program is offered as a joint effort
between the Chisago Lakes LID and the Chisago County
Environmental Services Department. For information on lead-free
tackle alternatives, visit www.leadfreefishingtackle.com.

Osprey have been
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Chisago County Water Plan Priorities
Water, both on the surface and below ground, is one of the most
precious resources in Chisago County. It nourishes communities,
maintains crops, offers recreational opportunities, provides
aesthetic beauty and sustains life. Chisago County has a plan for
ways we can protect, improve and conserve our water
resources—the Chisago County Water Plan.
The County is now in the process of updating the Water Plan.
Once completed, the Water Plan will guide how we manage our
water resources for the next ten years. There is much we could
do in the Water Plan; however, we need to target our limited
resources toward the areas that are most important.
As part of this process, over the past few months we have
asked many of you to help us determine the priorities of the
Water Plan. The Water Plan Policy Team, an advisory group
appointed by the County Board of Commissioners, has considered
your suggestions and is recommending the following six priorities
for us to target our efforts.
Protect Quality and Quantity of Ground Water
Ground water provides drinking water for all of Chisago County.
All community water supplies use ground water. Overall, ground
water quality in Chisago County is quite good. However, there can
be significant interaction between ground water and surface
water, which makes our ground water vulnerable to pollution.
Aquatic Invasive Species
Aquatic invasive species—plants, animals, or diseases that are
not native to Minnesota—pose an ever-increasing threat to the
health of Chisago County water resources. These plants and
animals not only threaten native species and aquatic ecosystems,
they can also interfere with municipal, commercial, and
agricultural water supply and distribution, as well as lower the
recreational quality of our lakes.
Noncompliant Septic Systems
Septic systems not meeting current standards for operation can
contaminate ground water with pollutants that are harmful to
public health; particularly fecal coliform bacteria, which may cause
illness in both humans and animals. Many of the County’s lakes
have been placed on the state “impaired waters” list for not
meeting water quality standards. Septic systems in shoreland
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areas which do not meet state standards can leak septage that
will directly pollute surface water, or be carried through ground
water to a nearby lake, stream or river.
Land Use Practices
Chisago County’s lakes, rivers, forests and farms all depend on
replenishing rain. When rain falls on impervious surfaces such
as paved streets, parking lots and building rooftops, it can
collect and flow, washing away soil and sediments. Runoff from
farm fields, lawns and streets can carry pollutants such as oil,
salt, pesticides, fertilizers, leaves and grass clippings. These
pollutants can severely reduce water quality.
Make Informed Decisions
We all live in a watershed—an area of land that drains to a
nearby lake, stream or river. Watershed education is an
important tool for protecting and restoring urban, rural and
agricultural watersheds. The primary goals of watershed
education include increasing community awareness, preserving
local water resources, and gradually changing behaviors to
reduce the amount of pollutants entering our lakes and rivers.
Providing clear and accurate information to County citizens and
community leaders is a key tool in the effort to help everyone
understand how these issues affect our personal, economic,
and environmental health.
Sufficient Resources to Achieve Goals
The Water Plan vision is to preserve, protect and enhance
surface and ground water quantity and quality for current and
future generations. Implementation of the Water Plan’s goals and
objectives is essential to achieving our vision. Chisago County is
committed to efficiently achieving the goals and objectives in the
Water Plan.
Next Steps
Over the next several months, we will be developing the steps
we need to take to address these priorities. We plan to hold
additional public meetings and seek your input. While details will
be provided as we get closer to the meeting dates, we continue
to welcome your comments and suggestions regarding ways to
best preserve and protect our valuable water resources.
For more information: Jerry Spetzman, 651-213-8383.
Email: jpspetz@co.chisago.mn.us
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Urban Best Management Practices –Update
Over the past three years, the Chisago
County Soil & Water Conservation District,
working with local landowners and
volunteers, has installed over 50 urban
Best Management Practices (BMPs),
including vegetated swales, rain gardens,
and iron-enhanced sand filters. An additional
15 projects are planned for installation this
fall or early next spring. Made possible with
funding from the Minnesota Clean Water,
Land & Legacy Amendment and the
Chisago Lakes—Lakes Improvement
District, these projects are designed to
capture and treat storm water runoff
before it enters the storm drain system
and empties into a stream or lake. Storm
water runoff carries pollutants such as oil, chemicals, sediment, excess
nutrients, and garbage to surface water. The goal of BMPs is to slow
runoff water and clean it before it reaches surface water.

Olinda Green Townhome Rain Garden Project

The following are a few examples of recently installed projects:
Olinda Green Townhome Rain Garden Project
in Lindstrom, MN
In 2011, four rain gardens were installed to capture runoff from the road,
driveways, and rooftops in the Olinda Green Townhome complex.
In their first full growing season, the native plants have been growing
and blooming. These gardens drain within 24 hours after a rain event.

Giese Memorial Library Project in Wyoming, MN
The first rain garden was installed in 2009. In its third full growing
season, this rain garden is spectacular! Native plants provide year round
bloom and nectar for butterflies and pollinators. In 2011, a large project
was installed on the west and south sides of the building, including four
new rain garden basins to treat runoff from the street and building.
Besides rain gardens, this site also features an alternate lawn section,
a native grass planting, and trees used for water quality.
Most of the projects, including the two highlighted here, are paid for by
a combination of State Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amendment Fund
grant money (75%) and a local match (25%). Our local match partners
include landowners (such as the Friends of Giese Memorial Library group
and Olinda Green Townhome Association), the Chisago Lakes Lake
Improvement District, and local municipalities (such as the cities of
Lindstrom, Rush City, Center City and others).
For more information about these and other projects, please visit the
Chisago SWCD website at www.chisagoswcd.org. Print our online BMP
Tour brochure for directions to take a tour of these and other BMPs in
Chisago County!

Giese Memorial Library Project
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Chisago County Environmental Services to
reduce carbon footprint at local park
With a grant from the state Clean Water, Land
and Legacy Fund and a local donation, the
County recently installed this stand-alone photovoltaic solar collector at the Dennis Frandsen County
Park. The system includes three 250 watt panels to
provide the park’s minimal electrical needs, including
park lights and security equipment.
The system, known as a grid-tied
system, provides power for park use,
but also delivers power to the electrical grid
system when not used within the park. This allows the park lighting to
draw power from the system when needed at night, or when the sun
is not sufficient to produce needed power, and avoids the cost of
expensive battery storage.
Dennis Frandsen Park
Dennis Frandsen Park is located five miles west of Rush City on County Road 1, then two miles west on County Road 2.
The park consists of 117 acres on the north shore of West Rush Lake, and is popular for its excellent bank fishing and
spectacular views from anywhere along nearly one mile of shoreline. A beautiful new pavilion, disc golf course, and newly paved
entrance add immense serenity to this relaxing park. The park provides carry-in canoe access, a fishing pier, trails, and portable
restrooms in the summer months. There is no boat access at the park site and boat launching is prohibited, but DNR landings
are available on both the east and west side of the lake. Dennis Frandsen Park, Rush City, 1331 N. Lake Drive, Braham, MN.

FREE SEPTIC SYSTEM GUIDE!

Services/Zoning Office—Room 243, 313 N. Main St., Center City, MN.

Environmental Connections provides Chisago County
residents with information and news from Chisago
County Environmental Services, located in Center
City and North Branch.

Your Garbage

To contact your current Chisago County Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lora Walker, 651-462-2268 or
651-213-8831 (office) North Chisago Lake Twp,
Lent Twp, Franconia Twp, North Branch S.

T

2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene, 651-583-2513 or
651-213-8832 (office) North Branch N., Shafer, Shafer Twp,
Taylors Falls, Amador Twp, Sunrise Twp.

4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka, 651-464-8515 or
651-213-8834 (office) Wyoming, Stacy, part of Chisago City.
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson, 320-358-3223 or
651-213-8835 (office) Harris, Rush City, Nessel Twp, Fish Lake
Twp, Rusheba Twp.
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he East Central Solid Waste Commission (ECSWC) operates and
maintains a methane collection system at the solid waste landfill in

which is now providing renewable fuel to Southern Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency (SMMPA). SMMPA is under a 20-year agreement with ECSWC to
purchase the methane gas emanating from the decomposing waste at the landfill.
The landfill is owned by the five counties of Chisago, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, and Pine.
Collected gas fuels a 1.6 megawatt generator which provides power approximately equal to the
use of 1,600 households. SMMPA also installed underground cable, which links the project to
the electrical distribution system of Mora Municipal Utilities. The system was up and running in
April 2012, with the dedication ceremony held on July 10, 2012.
Prior to the generation project, the landfill gas was flared (burned off). SMMPA’s cost for the
project was $3.7 million. ECSWC also incurred costs for air permitting and supplying the landfill

3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon, 651-257-2701 or
651-213-8833 (office) Center City, Chisago City, Lindstrom,
South Chisago Lake Twp.
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Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste Facility
Solar Panel Project: One-year review

You are also welcome to see the panels yourself, and please ask questions!
Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste Facility, 39649 Grand
Ave., North Branch, MN 55056. Phone: 651-213-8920

It has been 16 months since Solar Photo Voltaic (PV) panels
were installed on the roof of the Chisago County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility (HHWF) in North Branch. As you may
recall, Chisago County received a grant from the U.S.
Department of Energy and the Minnesota Department of
Commerce through the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 to help defray the cost of the panels.
For the year beginning June 2011 and ending June 2012,
the panels produced 52% of the electricity used at the facility.
In other words, the electric power bill was cut in half! Not only is
this a significant savings, there is also an environmental and
economic value because the panels were made in the USA and
the project provided local jobs through the installation process.
Environmentally, the electricity produced offset 5,300 pounds
of carbon dioxide (CO2). Sixty-eight trees would be needed to
absorb that much CO2! To give another perspective, this was
enough electricity to power 127 homes for one day.
To see how much power the array is producing this very
moment, go to: https://enlighten.enphaseenergy.com
/public/systems/UXtT24783

Save the date for the 2013
Spring Gardening Bonanza!
March 16, 2013 at the North Branch High School. The Keynote Speaker will be STAN TEKIELA, local author/photographer.

May Be Powering 1600 Homes!
gas to the engine, but those costs will be recovered in
less than 3 years through selling the landfill gas.
This project is projected to eliminate 3,000 tons
of methane and 750 million tons of CO2 which
would otherwise have gone into the atmosphere as a
pollutant. Landfill gas was previously a liability to
the ECSWC but, thanks to this project, it has become
an asset!
The dedication of the methane gas-fueled
electricity generator, a renewable fuel
source that provides enough electricity for
1,600 households.
F A L L
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Wild Parsnip discovered in Chisago County
Along Chisago County township and county roadsides and

situated among the grasses and wildflowers is a very unwanted guest.
It’s wild parsnip, an invasive species that threatens to spread across
the state, leaving anyone who comes in contact with it dealing
with symptoms that far surpass any poison ivy encounter!
County residents are warned to tread carefully when venturing
off our roads and trails, since it is quickly becoming a menace on
our county’s lands.
Wild parsnip is a large plant standing erect at 2-5 feet tall with
a yellow flat top full of small yellow 5-petaled flowers 2-6 inches
across, arranged somewhat like an umbrella. Leaves are alternate,
compound, branched, and have saw-toothed edges. Stems are
hollow and deeply grooved. It flowers from June to September.
The flowers produce a round, smooth, straw-colored seed pod
approximately 1/4 inch in size. Wild parsnip has a long,
cone-shaped fleshy thick taproot.
Contact with wild parsnip should be avoided at all costs.
Leaves and stalks contain a juicy substance or “sap.” Everyone is
sensitive to this plant and will soon develop a rash if their skin
contacts the leaves or plant sap in the presence of sunlight. A very
painful rash can develop which, in some people, leaves scars that
can persist for several months or longer. Wild parsnip is most
dangerous and irritating while it’s flowering. When the plant’s sap
contacts exposed skin and reacts with sunlight, it can cause an
intense chemical burn. An internet search will yield many gruesome photographs of “victims” hands, legs and bodies with huge

Wild parsnip is a large plant standing erect

at 2-5 feet tall with a yellow flat top full of
small yellow, 5-petaled flowers, 2-6 inches
across arranged somewhat like an umbrella.

blisters and reddened skin.
The Chisago County Agricultural Inspectors are in the process
of identifying infested areas. The County will inventory infestations and attempt to control or eradicate this pest. The best
control is achieved mainly through hand pulling with gloves.
Care must be taken to cover all skin areas that might be exposed
to the plant. Plants should be removed to prevent seed develop-

Leaves are alternate, compound, branched,

ment and re-sprouting. Mowing or cutting should only be done

and have saw-toothed edges. Stems are hol-

number of seedlings. Herbicide treatments may be effective for

low and deeply grooved.

Spring edition of the Environmental Connections newsletter for
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before seeds develop. Mowing at other times will increase the
controlling wild parsnip, as well. Please watch for the upcoming
specific control options and links for more information. b
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Carpet recycling now available
at the Cambridge Solid Waste
Transfer Station!
If you are replacing the carpeting in your house, until now
your only option was to throw it in the garbage. Now you
can not only recycle your carpet, you can save money, too!
The East Central Solid Waste Commission (ECSWC) is now
collecting clean carpeting and shipping it to Bro-tex, Inc.
in St. Paul where it is recycled rather than land-filled.
Bro-tex, Inc. has been recycling used textiles into
industrial rag wipers and towels since the 1920’s, and
have recently pioneered technology for recycling carpeting.
The carpet is inspected, sorted, and melted down into
pellets which are then sold as a raw material for a number
of products, including new carpet and padding.
For every 1,000 square yards of carpeting that you help
recycle, 440 gallons of oil are saved, 10,000,000 BTUs of
energy are not burned, and over two tons of waste are
diverted from landfills. More details are available on
the Carpet-America-Recovery-Effort website at
www.carpetrecovery.org.
Used carpet and padding are accepted for recycling
at the East Central Solid Waste Commission Cambridge
Transfer Station, located four miles east of Cambridge on
the south side of State Highway 95. Hours are 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and Saturdays, 8:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon. The ECSWC scale house can answer
your questions at (763) 689-4056. Carpeting is accepted
from both residents and carpet installers. Be prepared to
transfer your carpet into the carpet container, as staff
assistance is not available.
The cost is $10.00 per cubic yard and the scale fee is
waived. At this rate, it is cheaper to recycle it than to
pay to landfill it!
In order to be accepted for recycling, used carpet and
pad MUST meet the following requirements:
• Must be dry, no wet carpet or pad
• Rolled residential carpet accepted
• No commercial carpet accepted
• Maximum 6 feet in width for carpet in rolls
• Rolls tied with string or twine, NO TAPE
• Separated urethane foam padding accepted

Septic Fix-Up Program
ends December 31, 2012
December 31, 2012 will be the end of the
Septic Fix-Up Program, which has been fund-

ed by the State of Minnesota’s Clean Water,
Land & Legacy Amendment. If your property
is located within the shoreland area of lakes or
rivers under the jurisdiction of Chisago
County, you are welcome to participate in this
program.
A property located within 1000 feet of a
lake/protected wetland or 300 feet of a river, stream or creek
qualifies for a free septic compliance inspection (a value of
$200) or up to $200 applied to a septic system permit, and
$125 applied toward the septic pumping cost required for a
compliance inspection.
This is a voluntary program. Any resident wishing to take
part in the program should first contact the Department of
Environmental Services/Zoning and fill out an application in
order to participate. Funds (which are limited) are given
on a first come, first served basis.
Program participants must be aware that if a septic system is
determined to be an imminent threat to public health or failing to
protect ground water, the system will be required to be upgraded
or replaced to meet code.
To date, the Septic Fix-Up Program has provided funds for:
• 286 septic system compliance inspections and
45 installation permits
• Over $38,640 in septic tank pumping costs
• Twenty-one grants up to $5,000 for replacing existing
failing septic systems
Septic installation grants will be available in 2013

Chisago County has recently been awarded over $20,000 in
new septic installation grants to be available in 2013. If the
septic system on your property is getting older, you may want
to apply for a free compliance inspection in 2012 in order to
apply for assistance with installation costs in 2013. This grant
could provide up to $2,000 toward the installation of a new
septic system.

• No rubber backed carpet or rubber pad
• No carpet tile or other rigid flooring

For more information:

• No carpet scraps or trimmings

If you are interested in participating in either program and
would like to know if you qualify, please contact County
Sanitarian Kellie Strobel in the Environmental Services/Zoning
Department at 651-213-8373. b

• No tack strips, nails, staples or knife blades
• No wet glue, debris, refuse, rocks or caked mud
• Minimal loose dirt
• Absolutely no co-mingled refuse accepted
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County moves ahead with design/engineering for Swedish Immigrant Trail

T

he Chisago County Board
of Commissioners recently
approved a contract with
WSB & Associates of
Minneapolis to complete

preliminary design engineering for the
east end of the Swedish Immigrant Trail
project. The “east end” project starts at
the Taylors Falls Community Center and
traverses southwest through Interstate
State Park. The trail continues southwest
to and past Wildwood Campground,
terminating at Tern Avenue at this time.
(See map)
The Swedish Immigrant Trail East End
project is a cooperative effort with the
City of Taylors Falls, Minnesota

stakeholders. At the meeting, draft design documents will be on review.

Department of Natural Resources,

The Chisago County Parks and Trails Foundation extends their sincere appreciation

Interstate State Park, and Chisago

to all who have made contributions to the project and are interested in talking with

County. This type of cooperative effort is

others who would like to assist with the project.

desirable in order to obtain funding for
If you have ideas or feedback, please contact the Chisago

trail construction.
Trail planners and partners plan to hold

County Park Director, Laird Mork, at ljmork@chisagocounty.org
or at 651-674-2345.

a public hearing at the Taylors Falls
Community Center in January or February,

View the Swedish Immigrant Trail video On YouTube

2013 to provide updates and talk with
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