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Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste Facility
celebrates 10 years of service!
In the spring of 2000, construction
of the permanent facility began on a
moderately wooded site, removing very
few of the oak trees that dotted the
property. Trees that were removed
were fashioned into paneling for the
walls of the facility meeting room. The
The staff of the Chisago County
facility officially opened for business on
Household Hazardous Waste
November 27, 2000. Based on previFacility (HHWF) is excited to
ous participation in the one-day collecannounce that the facility has turned
tion events, staff assumed that the
ten! During that time, they have taken
first year of operation would bring in
in over TWO MILLION POUNDS of
525 participants; however over 900
household hazardous waste from
households were served, resulting in
county residents, including unwanted
32 tons of safely disposed waste! In
paints, cleaners, pesticides, aerosols,
2010, the tenth year of service, the
batteries, fluorescent lights and more.
facility served nearly 2000 households.
Historically, these items were simply
The household hazardous waste protossed in the trash or just stored in a
gram continues to improve to better
garage or barn—primarily because no
serve the needs of its customers and
other option existed. Eventually, howthe environment. Recent changes
ever, those substances, some of them
include the addition of 5-gallon plastic
extremely toxic, may find their way into
bucket recycling. Central Converting
our groundwater. Thanks to all our
takes the buckets and chips them into
county residents for bringing in poisonsmall pieces. Companies then use the
ous and harmful substances!
top: Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste
chipped plastic for maintenance-free
The need to keep these substances
Facility (HHWF), 651-213-8920.
lawn furniture and other items.
out of landfills prompted the County to
bottom: Staff unloading a car at HHWF.
The facility has always accepted
organize one-day household hazardous
rechargeable batteries, and just
waste collection events at which County residents could bring their
recently began accepting alkaline batteries, too.
hazardous waste to a central location for collection and eventual
Looking toward the future—solar panels! The County received a
proper disposal. This was a step in the right direction, but the cost
solar energy grant through the Minnesota Department of
per vehicle was expensive. In addition, the employees and volunCommerce’s Office of Energy Security. The matching grant provides
teers who unloaded the hazardous materials from cars, vans,
$10,000 toward the installation of a 3.2 Kw photovoltaic solar
and trucks faced a seemingly endless line of customers.
panel array on the south-facing overhang of the building. This array
Clearly, the residents of Chisago County were dedicated to
will produce nearly half of the facility’s electrical energy needs, and
keeping their county clean. They and County Commissioners saw
will provide an educational opportunity for those interested in
value in having the County construct a permanent year-round
learning more about solar energy. Our first 10 years of service
facility in the North Branch industrial park. The location is cenhave been a great success—here’s to the next 10!
trally located, easily accessible from Interstate 35 and offers
close proximity to Highway 95 and County Road 30, the main
thoroughfares in North Branch.
10 YEARS continued on the next page
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10 YEARS continued from page 1

HHWF programs to protect and enhance public and
environmental health include:
The highly acclaimed “Unwanted Pharmaceuticals
Drop-Off” program. This program prevents unwanted medications from entering the ground water, as well as helping
to prevent abuse and accidental poisonings. Available in
partnership with the Chisago County Sheriff’s Offices with
drop offs located at Rush City and Center City, and the North
Branch Police Department at the North Branch City Hall.
The Reuse Shelves at the HHWF. When items in good
condition are dropped off, facility staff inspect them and
put them out for free. Products taken include approximately 880 gallons of paint, 425 aerosol cans, and nearly 3
tons of assorted cleaners, solvents, and automotive products. By not needing to pay for disposal of these perfectly
good products, the estimated savings to the county was
nearly $10,000. The savings to the “reuse” customer
exceeds that amount in paint alone, considering the
average retail cost of around $15 per gallon.
The Chisago County Exchange (CCE) program. CCE is a
free service linking individuals, organizations, and businesses with usable goods they no longer need to those
who can use them. The CCE has two components: an
“Available” list of good, usable items, and a “Wanted” list
where requests for items can be made. All items are listed free of charge, and there is no fee to use the program.
All items are available by contacting the individual owner,
unless otherwise noted. For more information, or to list
an item, contact Monica Kinny at (651) 213-8925, email:
mmkinny@co.chisago.mn.us.
The “Turn In Your Burn Barrel” program. This program
offers educational displays on garbage burning, which is
illegal in Minnesota. Burn barrels are unhealthy and create
some of the most toxic pollution known.

home. In fact, the average household now has 25 electronic
devices, including TVs, radios,
computers, printers, and all

Americans own

manner of “eStuff.” Americans
own three billion electronic

three billion

products, with a turnover rate of
about 400 million units each year.
Yet less than 14% of those
gadgets are recycled!
According to the National Safety
Council (NSC), the lifespan of a
personal computer has decreased
by half, from 4-5 years down to
just 2 years. Sweeping changes in

electronic products,
with a turnover rate
of about 400 million
units each year.
Yet less than 14%

technology, such as the conversion
to digital broadcast television,

of those gadgets

have shortened the useful lives
of electronic devices. NSC antici-

are recycled!

All this promises to increase the amount of electronics in our waste.
Why recycle your E-waste? Because it can be dangerous!
In many instances, the only visible part of an electronic product is its
outer shell, so we rarely see the myriad circuit boards, wiring, and electrical connections that make these devices actually function. It’s those
inner mechanical organs that are so valuable…and so toxic.
When these elements are safely encased, e-waste dangers aren’t
much of an issue. The dangers stem from a bouquet of hazardous
heavy metals, semi-metals and other chemical compounds lurking
inside your seemingly innocent devices, including copper, cadmium,
dioxins, lead, PVCs, PCBs, mercury, arsenic, beryllium, barium, chromium, nickel, and zinc. If just tossed in the trash, these toxic chemicals
will end up in a landfill where they can leach out to contaminate soil
and groundwater, or escape into the atmosphere, affecting the health
of nearby communities.

The HHWF also serves as a clearinghouse for environmental information you may need, or for disposal questions you may have. If staff can’t answer your question,
they will connect you with someone who can. Just call:
651-213 -8920, or visit us at 39649 Grand Avenue,
North Branch, MN 55056

S P R I N G

electronic technology in your

remain stockpiled in storerooms, attics, garages, and basements.

Business waste disposal for those who qualify as
Minimal Generators. The smallest category of business
waste generators are those who produce less than 100
lbs. of hazardous waste per year. The facility takes in
waste from Minimal Generators and one-time business
waste cleanouts for a nominal fee.

C O N N E C T I O N S

Americans, you have outdated

computers ever bought in the U.S.

Sharps and Needle Disposal. A self-service program; just
drop your hard-sided container in the red bin inside the
HHWF office.

E N V I R O N M E N T A L

If you’re like many

pates that three-quarters of all

The “Mercury Thermometer Exchange” program. This
program allows County residents to bring in mercury fever
thermometers and exchange them free of charge for nontoxic fever thermometers.
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electronics a proper “green” disposal
Toxic E-waste and your body
There is a growing body of research examining the toxicity of electronic components and materials. Researchers in the Dartmouth
Toxic Metals Research Program, for example, have compiled a list
of the effects that some of these toxins have on the human body.
This is not a complete list of all the suspected health effects of
these metals, or of the chemicals and compounds used in household products.
• Arsenic can disrupt cell communication and interfere with the
triggers that cause cells to grow, contributing to cardiovascular
disease, cancer and diabetes if someone is exposed in chronic,
low doses.
• Lead is the predominant element causing the toxicity characteristic of PC components. Lead poisoning can cause a whole
slew of health problems, including the impairment of cognitive
and verbal activity. Eventually, lead exposure can cause paralysis, coma, and death.
• Cadmium affects the body’s ability to metabolize calcium, leading to bone pain and severely weakened, fragile bones.
• Copper can irritate the throat and lungs and affect the liver, kidneys, and other body systems.
E-Waste Recycling In Chisago County:
The County now partners with year-around private recyclers to give
County residents better and lower cost options. The following
licensed facilities are open to residents; call directly for hours,
pricing, and questions:
• AAA Appliance, Electronic and Metal Recycling - (no facility,
but cost includes pick up) Lindstrom, MN 55045,
(651) 238-0226
• E Cycling Solutions - 10544 Liberty Lane, Chisago City, MN
55013, (651) 815-0423, www.ecyclingsolutions.com
• East Central Solid Waste Commission – Cambridge Transfer
Station - 4 miles east of Cambridge on Hwy 95,
(763) 689-4056, www.ecswc.cog.mn.us
• Evergreen Recycling, LLC - 53427 Forest Blvd., Rush City, MN
55069, (320) 358-3988, www.evergreenrecyclingllc.com
• Recycling for Wildlife - 42775 Forest Blvd., Harris, MN 55032,
(651) 674-7268
• SRC, Inc. - East Viking Blvd., Wyoming, MN 55092,
(651) 462-5298, www.mytrashservice.com
Product Stewardship Initiative for Electronics in Minnesota
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has long been
concerned about the growing number of electronic products entering the waste stream, particularly those containing cathode ray
tubes (CRTs), such as computer monitors and televisions.
Minnesota banned CRT’s from landfills, effective July 1, 2006,
making it illegal to put an electronic product with a cathode-ray

tube in with your trash. CRTs are the largest single source of lead
in Minnesota’s municipal waste, containing 5-8 pounds of lead
per unit. The ban will keep toxic lead out of landfills and will
increase the amount of materials being recycled.
For much more information on electronics, toxicity concerns and
recycling value in Minnesota, go to:
www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/topics/preventing-waste-and-pollution/product-stewardship/initiatives-inminnesota/electronics/product-stewardship-initiative-for-electronics.html
For a list of authorized recycling “Collector” and “Recycler”
sites in Minnesota, go to: www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/topics/preventing-waste-and-pollution/product-stewardship/initiativesin-minnesota/electronics/minnesota-electronics-recycling-act/registered-stakeholders-py4.html
Tackling high tech trash
Fortunately, there are also many other outlets available where
consumers can recycle, donate, or trade-in unwanted goods.
• The Environmental Protection Agency has a list, and the electronics association provides links with a ZIP code search feature to find corporate recycling programs and programs for
donating used goods to charitable organizations. Earth911
offers an iPhone app.
• Apple’s commitment to the environment includes finding the
most efficient ways to reuse or recycle electronic equipment,
including computers and displays from any manufacturer. They
also offer an Apple Gift Card for the value of your old computer,
whether it’s a Mac or a PC, working or nonworking, if it qualifies
for reuse. Go to: www.apple.com/recycling/computer.
• Best Buy At no charge, smaller items like CDs/DVDs, rechargeable batteries and cell phones, as well as two larger items a
day, including televisions and monitors up to 32 inches, computer C.P.U.’s, VCR/DVD players, phones, remotes and keyboards.
$10 recycling fee for items with screens, but get a $10 store
gift card immediately.
• Goodwill Industries and Dell Computer take unwanted computer
equipment.
• Most cell phone service providers, such as AT&T and Verizon,
will take used phones, and many retailers like Target, Apple and
Best Buy offer trade-in programs.
For more information on the dangers of E-waste:
http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/e-waste1.htm
For more recycling ideas:
http://demos.org/publication.cfm?currentpublicationID=3251F5A
4-3FF4-6C82-5AD72E3A4F278AAE
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Give our turtles a
“brake” this spring!
Steps you can take to reduce road mortality for turtles:

Chisago County is fortunate to be the home of many
lakes and rivers. Beautiful vistas come into view as you drive
along one of the many roads passing by these waters.
Unfortunately for our many native turtles, each spring these
roads become dangerous barriers they must cross to reach
their nesting grounds. Sadly, too many don’t survive the
journey. The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
suggests, “Why not give them a ‘brake’?”
Each year at this time, female turtles move from lakes,
ponds, wetlands, rivers and streams to nesting areas where
they deposit their eggs in self-excavated nests. Unfortunately,
many nesting areas are separated from the turtles’ wintering
areas by roads. All of us have seen turtles crossing roads as
they make their way to nesting areas. “Many turtles and
other species are killed on Minnesota roads each year,
especially during the nesting season,” said Carol Hall,
herpetologist for the Minnesota DNR. Minnesota has nine
turtle species, some of which are protected.

• Allow unassisted road crossings. When turtles can safely cross
roads unaided due to a lack of oncoming traffic, allow them to do
so. Observe from a distance and avoid rapid movements, as
doing otherwise will often cause turtles to change direction,
stop, or seek shelter within their shells.
• Maintain your direction of travel if road crossing assistance is necessary. Turtles should be moved across roadways in as direct a
line as possible, unless doing so would definitely put them in peril.
• If you see a turtle or other animal on the road, slow down and try
to drive around it. Many people want to help turtles cross the
road, which is understandable. The best approach is to let the
turtle cross unassisted.
For more information on Minnesota’s turtles, go to:
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/reptiles_amphibians/
turtles/index.html
Current DNR News releases
can be found at:
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/

Spring’s a great time to plant new trees and shrubs!
Pick up your Spring 2011 Tree and Shrub order forms today. Forms are available
at the Chisago Soil & Water Conservation District office in North Branch.
For more information, call 651-674-2333 or go to: www.chisagoswcd.org
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Deputy Bruce Brandenburg takes over County’s “Unwanted Medications” Program

C

hisago County
is pleased to
announce that

Deputy Bruce
Brandenburg
has accepted
the role of coordinating Chisago
County’s “Unwanted Medications
Disposal” program. “This has
been a very successful and innovative program,” Brandenburg
said, “and I volunteered to take it
on when the position became
available. I’m very pleased that I
Deputy Bruce Brandenberg
can carry it forward.”
Brandenburg has worked for
Chisago County for eight years.
“The drug disposal process will remain the same,” Brandenburg
explained. “The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
regulates how we can dispose of the drugs we receive, as they
are considered hazardous waste.” Drugs turned in to the County
are stored in the locked Sheriff’s evidence room until chemists
from an environmental services company arrive. “They ship out
over-the-counter medications for destruction, and separate the
narcotics, such as oxycodone,” Brandenburg explained, “which
are later incinerated in a law enforcement witness burn.”
Chisago County’s innovative program provides much more than
the collection and disposal of unwanted drugs. “We also serve as
a resource for other counties and states,” Brandenburg noted.
“Environmental Services/Zoning staff and I provide presentations
about the program for those considering implementing one. We
were one of the first counties in the nation to start a program of
this type.”
As previous issues of Environmental Connections have noted,
during the past ten to fifteen years, it has become increasingly
evident that our environment, and especially our water (including
the water we drink), has become contaminated with many drugs,
including steroids, prescription and nonprescription drugs,
antibiotics, and hormones, hence the need for their safe disposal.

Are your home medications ending up in the hands
of our youth?
While the medication collection program was initially implemented to safeguard our environment, now there’s another very important reason to have a safe and controlled means of drug disposal.
Far too often, prescription drugs are falling into the wrong hands,
and the primary source they use is often the family medicine cabinet. Children as young as twelve are taking opiates, central nervous system (CNS) depressants, and stimulants to get high and/or
to self-medicate. Note these recent findings:
• A recent survey by the Partnership for a Drug Free America
indicates that one in five teens report taking prescription
medication for non-medical purposes.

• The Partnership For a Drug-Free America's latest survey has
61 percent of teens reporting that prescription drugs are easier
to get than illegal drugs, up significantly from 2005.
• 41 percent of teens mistakenly believe abuse of medicines
is less dangerous than abuse of illegal street drugs.
Is this an issue in Chisago County? According to Brandenburg,
it’s a big problem! “Kids are stealing drugs from medicine cabinets—those of their parents, grandparents and other relatives,
and from friends’ homes,” he said. “They’re looking for pain
killers such as Percocet and Darvocet in particular. Statistics
show that about one of every two Americans is using at least one
prescription medication, so these drugs are readily available.”
According to the Partnership for a Drug-Free America, the
following are the classes of prescription drugs kids get most
often in their own homes:
• Narcotic pain relievers (the ones most commonly abused by
teens)
• Stimulants such as Ritalin
• Sedatives and tranquilizers such as Valium
• Sleep aids such as Ambien
• Cough meds containing DXM (Dextromethorphan), a legal cough
suppressant found in many over-the-counter cough syrups

What parents can to do to keep these drugs
away from kids.
Brandenburg and other professionals familiar with this problem
suggest bringing unwanted medications you no longer need to
a disposal site (such as the County sites: Chisago County
Government Center in Center City, North Branch Police
Department and the Sheriff’s Office in the Rush City Hall).
Keep any you need hidden, perhaps even under lock and key,
as you might a liquor cabinet. “Parents need to focus not only
on prescription medications, but on over-the-counter drugs as
well,” Brandenburg emphasized. He also urges parents to “talk
to your children. Let them know that just because something’s
prescribed by a doctor or available in a store doesn't mean it
can’t be dangerous.”
S P R I N G
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Lessons a c r o s s the Lan

Y

ou can’t create a
solution unless you fully
understand the problem;
and that includes seeing it.

Last August, several local decision makers
participated in an “interactive” bus tour of

local land use decisions affect the quality
of our lakes, and the various practices we
can implement to sustain and/or improve

Downstream erosion caused by a storm
water outlet pipe carrying nutrients and
sediment directly to South Lindstrom
Lake.

Learning Station 1:
Case Study of storm water infiltration

▼

knowledge and understanding about how

Ponding of rain water in one of six rain
gardens at Lakeside Elementary School.
The rain water will infiltrate within 48
hours.

▼

the Chisago Lakes watershed to build

Lakeside Elementary School, Chisago City

Learning Station 3:

them.
To produce this educational workshop,
the Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement
District (LID) partnered with the Chisago Soil
& Water Conservation District (SWCD), the
Department of Natural Resources Waters
Division (DNR Waters), and the University of

Urban and Developed Landscapes

• Untreated stormwater from this 11-acre
site was contributing non-point source
pollution to Little Green Lake. Nonpoint
source pollution is found in runoff from
many locations across the landscape–not
a single, direct source.
• Rain gardens (storm water infiltration
basins) were constructed here to
decrease runoff, reduce pollution, and
provide for infiltration—a place for water
to soak into the ground.

City of Lindstrom, Pleasant Street
Neighborhood

• Changes in land use, including the
addition of impervious surfaces and
removal of vegetation, result in increases in water quantity and pollution
(sediment, phosphorus, and other contaminants). They ultimately lead to
flooding and water quality problems.
As watersheds imperviousness increases above 15%, the health of streams
begins to degrade.

Minnesota Extension – NEMO (Nonpoint
Education for Municipal Officials) Program.
Workshop participants traveled across the

▼

watershed to four learning stations.

Learning Station 2:
The Quality of Water in our Lakes
Sportsmans Club at Wallmark Lake,
Chisago City

For more information on
the Chisago Lakes Lake
Improvement District,
contact Mary Christopherson, LID
Education Specialist, at
machris@co.chisago.mn.us or
651-213-8380.
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Jerry Spetzman, County Water Resource
Manager, contrasting a container of
discolored water derived from Wallmark
Lake with water taken from a garden
hose for workshop participants.
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• The primary pollutants we are
concerned about within the Chisago
area lakes include nutrients such as
phosphorus, sediment, salts,
temperature, and debris.
• Just one pound of phosphorus can
produce 500 pounds of algae!

CHISAGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

dscape

Craig Mell, Chisago SWCD, standing in a
vegetated buffer strip which helps lessen
the movement of sediment, nutrients, and
pesticides within farm fields.

The Chisago County Department of
Environmental Service/Zoning and the Chisago
Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
are partnering with the Recycling Association
of Minnesota (RAM) to offer inexpensive rain
barrels and compost bins for sale to Chisago
County residents and surrounding
communities at wholesale prices.
Place your Rain barrel and
compost bin order on-line at:
http://www.recycleminnesota.org

Save green, Go green!
Composters and Rain Barrels on sale now!

▼

Learning Station 4:
Agricultural & Rural Landscapes
A Farm in North Chisago Lakes Township

Runoff and pollution from agricultural and
rural landscapes need to be addressed in the
diverse watershed of the Chisago Lakes region.
• Soil loss and phosphorus loading from erosion can be significant, but it can be reduced!
• Failing septic systems contribute nutrients
and pathogens to the watershed.
• Animal waste from agricultural livestock and
hobby horses contribute nutrients.
The Chisago Area Lakes Lessons Across the
Landscape workshop tour was an interactive
way to help local decision makers to understand how land use decisions affect the quality
of our lakes. Each learning station provided participants with an opportunity to observe and
discuss a problem and/or a solution to water
quality challenges. Participants left the workshop with increased knowledge and assistance
on ways to tackle the water quality issues in
their own communities.
The Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement District
(LID) was created to protect and restore the
surface water resources of the Chisago Lakes
watershed. The LID works to improve water
quality, maintain the lake level weir system,
encourage environmentally sound land practices, and teach those who use the Chisago
Lakes Chain of Lakes how to best preserve
them for their own and future generations.

Backyard composting can reduce your trash volume and may reduce your
disposal costs. What’s more, it creates valuable nutrient-rich compost (for
free!) for your gardens and plantings. And home composting has another
benefit—it breaks down food waste that would otherwise go to a landfill.
The Earth Machine compost bin has a lid, is made from recycled
content, and comes with a convenient door at the bottom for scooping out
finished compost. The Earth Machine is only $55 plus tax.
Typical home lawn and garden watering can account for as much as
40% of your household's total water use. Rain barrels can reduce that by
collecting and storing rain water from your home's downspouts to be used
for watering gardens and landscaping. Rain water is clean, has little sediment, and is chlorine free, making it healthier for plants and the environment. Rain barrels also reduce the amount of water that washes down
driveways and streets into storm drains and then directly into lakes or
rivers without any treatment.
Two rain barrel models are available, each for $69 plus tax. Both barrels
hold 55 gallons of water, are designed to catch rain water directly from the
gutter, and have a removable aluminum mesh screen on top to prevent
mosquitoes, debris, and animals from entering the barrel. The Rain
Catcher is made of brown plastic with an overflow spigot, and it can
connect to additional barrels, increasing storage capacity. The Systern is
a tan plastic barrel.
Pick up at the Chisago County Public Works Facility
at 31325 Oasis Road in Center City on May 21st, 9 am –3 pm.
• The Earth Machine Composter, $55, reduces yard and kitchen waste
and makes compost!
• Rain Catcher or Systern rain barrels, $69, helps conserve water!
Contacts: Lisa Thibodeau at Chisago County (651-213-8923), Mary Jo
Youngbauer at SWCD (651-674-2333), or Maggie Mattacola at RAM
(612-670-9138) for more information or with questions.

S P R I N G

2 0 1 1

E N V I R O N M E N T A L

C O N N E C T I O N S

7

CHISAGO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS
Chisago County announces financial assistance
for septic repair/replacement in shoreland areas

C

hisago County’s Department of Environmental
Services/Zoning was recently awarded an additional
$47,000 in grant funds to help property owners who cannot
afford to replace their septic systems. The income for a family
of four must be less than $64,000 per year.

To qualify, the current septic system must: be located within 1000 feet of a
lake, protected wetland or 300 feet from a river, stream or creek, and be defined
as an imminent health threat or failing to protect ground water.
A septic system is an imminent health threat if it causes “ground surface or
surface water discharge and sewage to back up into a dwelling or other establishment and seepage tanks.” Failing septic systems are “any sewage treatment system that poses a threat of contamination to ground water because of failure,
improper or non-compliant design or construction.” Failing systems include
cesspools, drywells, seepage pits and leaching pits; any septic system with less
than the required vertical soil separation distance; and any system not
abandoned according to State Rules.

You may qualify for a free septic compliance inspection
ALL property owners located within 1000 feet of a lake, a protected
wetland, or 300 feet from a river, stream or creek, and in an area under
Chisago County jurisdiction also qualify for a free septic compliance
inspection (a value of $200.00) and $125.00 to be applied toward the septic
pumping cost required for a compliance inspection. Compliance inspections are
also required prior to the sale of a home, for building permits on projects located
in shoreland areas, for bedroom additions, and for variance applications.
This is a voluntary program. Any resident wishing to take part in the program
must first contact the Department of Environmental Services/Zoning and fill out an
application in order to participate. Funds are given on a first come first served basis.
Program participants must be aware that if a septic system is not in compliance,

they will be required to upgrade or replace the
septic system to meet code.
If you are interested in participating in the
program, but are not sure if you qualify, have
questions, or would like more information,
contact County Sanitarian, Kellie Strobel at
651-213-8373. b

Environmental Connections provides Chisago County
residents with information and news from Chisago
County Environmental Services, located in Center
City and North Branch.
To contact your Chisago County Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lora Walker, 651-462-2268 or
651-213-8831 (office) North Chisago Lake Twp,
Lent Twp, Franconia Twp, North Branch S.
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene, 651-583-2513 or
651-213-8832 (office) North Branch N., Shafer, Shafer Twp,
Taylors Falls, Amador Twp, Sunrise Twp.
3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon, 651-257-2701 or
651-213-8833 (office) Center City, Chisago City, Lindstrom,
South Chisago Lake Twp.
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka, 651-464-8515 or
651-213-8834 (office) Wyoming, Stacy, part of Chisago City.
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson, 320-358-3223 or
651-213-8835 (office) Harris, Rush City, Nessel Twp, Fish Lake
Twp, Rusheba Twp.

Keep this information by your phone
for future reference.

Drop FSC Here
This newsletter is printed on chlorine-free paper using
100% post-consumer waste and soy-based inks.

For comments and questions, contact: Environmental
Connections, Lisa Thibodeau 651-213-8923.
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