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ver wonder what to do with that balled up,
tangled mess of holiday lights that don’t work
anymore? You might be tempted to just toss them
in the trash, but wait!!! Now there’s a “green”
alternative! Chisago County and the Recycling
Association of Minnesota (RAM), in partnership
with WCCO, Xcel Energy, Ace Hardware, and CERTS (Clean Energy
Resource Teams) are in their third year of a successful “Recycle
Your Holidays™” effort, starting now, just in time for the
holidays and continuing through January 20, 2012.

This holiday
season:
Recycle your
old holiday
lights

Recycle Your Holidays™ recycles every part of the light
strings. “Even the little lights are recycled by another project
partner, Green Lights Recycling,” explained Ellen Telander,
Executive Director of RAM. “This year our goal is to recycle over
200,000 pounds of light strands and to encourage Minnesotans
to use LED light strands instead, which will save a lot of energy.”
Unlike any other holiday lights recycling program in the country,
lights and cords are recycled at local vocational centers by adults
with developmental disabilities, providing meaningful jobs and job
training for about 200 Minnesotans. Every bulb on a light strand is
then properly recycled in Minnesota, helping to keep our air and
water cleaner and keep valuable resources out of our landfills.
Two County drop-off locations
This holiday season, County residents can drop off old, unwanted
or broken holiday lights in the lobby of the Chisago County
Government Center at 313 North Main Street in Center City, or at
the Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste Facility at 39649
Grand Avenue in North Branch, during regular business hours,
through Friday, January 20, 2012.
For more information about Recycle Your Holidays™ program,
call Chisago County at 651-213-8920 or email
lathibo@co.chisago.mn.us. More information about the
statewide effort to recycle holiday lights is available at
www.recycleminnesota.org.

Thank you for participating in the annual holiday lights recycling program!
Last year 225 pounds were collected at the Chisago County Government Center, adding to the 100,000 pounds
recycled statewide. This year, help us reach our goal to double our recycling to 500 pounds locally and 200,000
pounds statewide! Remember: Our “Recycle Your Holidays™” effort will continue through January 20, 2012.
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Spend Less, Waste Less, Enjoy More!
Surprise Family Activity. Activities could include: canoeing, overnight at a hotel with pool, ice skating, hiking,
indoor climbing center, a trip to the zoo, science
museum, fishing, backpacking and camping, fruit
picking or sledding, and so on.

Are you feeling “holi-dazed” yet? From Thanksgiving to
New Year’s Day, household waste increases by more
than 25%. Additional food waste, shopping bags, packaging, wrapping paper, bows, and ribbons add up to an
extra 1 million tons per week to the nation’s garbage
piles. In fact, 38,000 miles of ribbon alone is thrown
out each year—enough to tie a bow around the Earth!
In the spirit of giving, we’ve gathered some holiday
ideas that create less waste and more memories.

Give the Gift of Your Time. Make coupons for loved
ones that they can cash in for a lunch on you, a
special dinner, chores around the house, or to help in
the garden. Offer hand labor such as planting a tree,
painting a room for a new baby, fixing a deck, lawn
mowing, or babysitting. Services are great for
kids to give each other; one sibling could take
another sibling’s chore for a period of time.

Shopping—Use Reusable Bags. Headed out to the
mall for some holiday shopping? Take along
reusable shopping bags and you’ll help reduce
the number of single-use, disposable bags distributed by retailers. Or ask for one large bag
at the first store and add additional purchases to it as you go. Plan your shopping in
advance to save fuel and aggravation!

Make Donations to Local Charities and NonProfit Organizations in Someone’s Honor.
You can donate warm clothes, food, time
and/or money.

Save on Gift Wrap. Shop for recycled-content
wrapping paper, or paper sold by local school
or charity group fundraisers. Thrift shops often
have good prices on leftover holiday paper. Save
and reuse gift-wrap from previous years, or make
some from reused brown paper bags, newspapers, or
fabric. Use old books, maps, magazines or comics to wrap
the gifts you give; this is a great way to personalize - pick a map
or magazine that will mean something special to the person you’re
giving it to. Instead of wrapping gifts for the kids, hide the presents and plant clues to where they’re hidden to make the kids’
search into a treasure hunt. When giving oversized gifts like bicycles or CD racks, just tie a bow around them.
Give Eco-Friendly Gifts. Give products with little or no packaging or
products made from natural ingredients. Plants make green, lowwaste gifts. Food makes a great gift; make it yourself, or browse
local farmers’ markets for ideas. Give other homemade items like
soap, candles, or lip balm. Make a family history by recording interviews of elderly family members or putting together a scrap book of
old pictures.
Give a Gift Card. More than two-thirds of American consumers
purchase at least one gift card as a holiday gift. They’re
appreciated, easy to find, and they require no fancy wrapping.
Give an Experience. Giving a gift certificate for piano lessons,
cooking lessons, or classes might be just the thing for someone
who would like to learn a new hobby or skill. Consider tickets for
concerts, museums, sporting events, and movie theaters. Perhaps
a theme park season pass, state park pass, zoo membership, historical society membership, or even a bus pass! How about a
bowling night, hotel night with a meal at a new restaurant, or a
treat at an ice cream parlor? Try this—a yearlong gift of a monthly
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Holiday Greetings—Say ‘Happy Holidays’
by Phone or Internet.
If you have internet access, consider sending
electronic holiday cards this year. Check the
selection at commercial sites like
www.hallmark.com, www.bluemountain.com,
www.123christmascards.com, or www.paperlesspost.com.
One Last Thing—Don’t Forget the (Reusable) Batteries! If you do
end up purchasing electronic toys or gadgets as gifts, consider
providing rechargeable batteries along with it. There was a time
when the three most feared words for holiday shoppers were
“Batteries Not Included.” About 40 percent of all battery sales
occur during the holiday season. Be sure to stock up on rechargeable batteries, a great gift that keeps on giving, even after the holidays. The rechargeable batteries being sold today are much better
than earlier versions. These higher capacity batteries have nearly
three times the capacity of what was readily available a few years
ago. With proper care, today’s rechargeable batteries should last
somewhere between 500 and 1,000 charge/discharge cycles. And
make sure to recycle all kinds of household batteries at the end of
their life at the Chisago County Household Hazardous Waste
Facility in North Branch. (651-213-8920)
Helpful Links:
http://zerowastehome.blogspot.com/2010/11/zero-waste-holidays-this-time-for-sure.html
http://www.celebrategreen.net/christmas/
http://www.use-less-stuff.com/ULSDAY/42ways.html
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency website: www.pca.state.mn.us
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/publiced/holidays/
http://www.doitgreen.org/article/goods/waste
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Recycle your old “eStuff” this holiday season
If you’re like many Americans, you have all manner of
outdated “eStuff,” yet we recycle less than 14% of those
gadgets! And with the holiday “gifting” season nearly here again,
many of us will be acquiring even more eStuff!

Why recycle your eWaste? Because it can be dangerous.
We rarely see the myriad circuit boards, wiring, and electrical
connections that make devices function, but it’s those inner
mechanical organs that are so valuable…and so toxic. Lurking
inside your seemingly innocent devices are copper, cadmium,
dioxins, lead, PVCs, PCBs, mercury, arsenic, cadmium, beryllium,
barium, chromium, nickel, and zinc. If just tossed in the trash,
these toxic chemicals will end up in a landfill where they can
leach out to contaminate soil and groundwater, or escape into
the atmosphere, and potentially into our bodies!
••••• In Minnesota, it’s illegal to put an electronic product

with a cathode-ray tube (CRT) in your trash, in part
because they contain 5-8 pounds of lead per unit. •••••
But what makes these devices so toxic also makes them
valuable to recycle. If those heavy metals are recovered instead of
landfilled, you not only help the environment stay cleaner but also
help Minnesota’s economic environment by putting those valuable
commodities back into the market place. Many recycling jobs in
Minnesota are depending on you, and it has become standard
practice for industry to use recycled commodities in their
manufacturing processes.

❄ ❇ ❊ ❋ ❄ ❇ ❊ ❋ ❄

Holiday Schedule for the Household
Hazardous Waste Facility (HHWF)
The facility will be open for waste collection from Noon until 7PM
on the following Mondays in December: 5th, 12th, and 19th.
The HHWF will be closed on Monday, December 26th, Saturday,
December 31st, and Monday, January 2nd.

E-Waste Recycling In Chisago County:
The County partners with year-round private recyclers
to give County residents better and lower cost options. The
following licensed facilities are open to residents; call directly
for hours, pricing, and questions. Chisago County will post 2012
prices in January at www.co.chisago.mn.us.
• AAA Appliance, Electronic and Metal Recycling –
(no facility, but cost includes pick up) Lindstrom, MN 55045,
(651) 238-0226
• E Cycling Solutions – 10544 Liberty Lane, Chisago City, MN
55013, (651) 815-0423, www.ecyclingsolutions.com
• East Central Solid Waste Commission – Cambridge Transfer
Station - 4 miles east of Cambridge on Hwy 95,
(763) 689-4056, www.ecswc.cog.mn.us
• Evergreen Recycling, LLC – 53427 Forest Blvd., Rush City, MN
55069, (320) 358-3988, www.evergreenrecyclingllc.com
• Recycling for Wildlife – 42775 Forest Blvd., Harris, MN 55032,
(651) 674-7268
• SRC, Inc. – East Viking Blvd., Wyoming, MN 55092,
(651) 462-5298, www.mytrashservice.com
Tackling high tech trash
Fortunately, there are also many other outlets available where
consumers can recycle, donate, or trade-in unwanted goods.
• The Environmental Protection Agency has a list, and the electronics association provides links with a ZIP code search feature to find corporate recycling programs and programs for
donating used goods to charitable organizations. Earth911
offers an iPhone app.
• Apple’s commitment to the environment includes finding the
most efficient ways to reuse or recycle electronic equipment,
including computers and displays from any manufacturer. They
also offer an Apple Gift Card for the value of your old computer,
whether it’s a Mac or a PC, working or nonworking, if it qualifies
for reuse. Go to: www.apple.com/recycling/computer.
• Best Buy No charge for smaller items like CDs/DVDs, rechargeable batteries and cell phones, as well as two larger items a
day, including televisions and monitors up to 32 inches,
computer C.P.U.’s, VCR/DVD players, phones, remotes and
keyboards. There is a $10 recycling fee for items with screens,
but get a $10 store gift card immediately.
• Goodwill Industries and Dell Computer take unwanted computer
equipment.
• Most cell phone service providers, such as AT&T and Verizon,
will take used phones, and many retailers like Target, Apple and
Best Buy offer trade-in programs.
For more information on the dangers of E-waste:
http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/e-waste1.htm

Regular hours will resume at Noon on Monday, January 9th, 2012
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Christmas trees: real or artificial?
There are both “naughty” and “nice” sides to the “real” vs. “artificial” Christmas tree
argument. Read on to find out which one tree fits you best!
Artificial trees have been around for so long
that the first ones are now antiques and were
made out of feathers. The first commercially
produced artificial tree was invented in the
1930’s by (don’t laugh), a U.S. based toilet
brush manufacturer, Addis Brush Company.
Currently, over half the holiday trees sold
today in the U.S. are artificial. Americans
have always wanted quick and easy, which the
artificial trees deliver. They’re “nice” because
there’s no cold weather to wander around in, no
annoying allergies, no needle mess, no watering, and
nowadays, they even come with built-in lights! They also last upwards of 10 years,
and can save you time, effort, and money. For convenience, you can’t beat the
artificial tree.
They do, however, have a “naughty” side. Eighty-five percent of artificial trees
are imported. They are mostly made out of polyvinyl chloride plastic (PVC). PVC is
a non-renewable, petroleum-derived plastic that produces cancer causing agents
(dioxins, ethylene dichloride, and vinyl chloride) during manufacturing and disposal.
PVC is not readily recycled, and the trees will most likely end up in the local
landfill which, in Chisago County, is the East Central Solid Waste Commission
landfill in Mora. If disposed of by incineration at a waste-to-energy plant, the PVC
in artificial trees can emit some of the pollutants into the air.
On the “naughty” side for real trees, fossil fuels are used to maintain, cut, and
transport the trees to market; water is needed to grow them; and pesticides,
herbicides, and dyes are used to maintain them. Buying one year after year can be
expensive. Falling needles are messy and a potential fire hazard.
Real trees have a “nice” side, too. Many people incorrectly believe it’s not
environmentally responsible to cut down live trees year after year. They are raised
locally in rural areas, including Chisago County. This preserves open green space,
provides farming opportunities, and supports local businesses. They are grown on
Christmas tree farms as a renewable agricultural product, with cut trees replanted
each year. They produce oxygen while growing and are carbon neutral.

When Christmas is over, they can be
“tree-cycled” into compost or mulch, or burned
as a bio-fuel, thus leaving no left-over waste to
dispose of in a landfill.
As with any decision, it helps to know the facts.

Happy Holidays!
Environmental Connections provides Chisago County
residents with information and news from Chisago
County Environmental Services, located in Center
City and North Branch.
To contact your Chisago County Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lora Walker, 651-462-2268 or
651-213-8831 (office) North Chisago Lake Twp,
Lent Twp, Franconia Twp, North Branch S.
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene, 651-583-2513 or
651-213-8832 (office) North Branch N., Shafer, Shafer Twp,
Taylors Falls, Amador Twp, Sunrise Twp.
3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon, 651-257-2701 or
651-213-8833 (office) Center City, Chisago City, Lindstrom,
South Chisago Lake Twp.
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka, 651-464-8515 or
651-213-8834 (office) Wyoming, Stacy, part of Chisago City.
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson, 320-358-3223 or
651-213-8835 (office) Harris, Rush City, Nessel Twp, Fish Lake
Twp, Rusheba Twp.

Drop FSC Here
This newsletter is printed on chlorine-free paper using
100% post-consumer waste and soy-based inks.

For comments and questions, contact: Environmental
Connections, Lisa Thibodeau 651-213-8923.
Editor/Writer: Joseph Moriarity
Art director/designer: Theresa C. Gedig
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