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Environmental Connections
provides Chisago County residents with
information and news from the Chisago
County Department of Environmental
Services/Zoning located in Center City
and North Branch. Funding is provided
by the Solid Waste Management
Fund. To contact your Chisago County
Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lora Walker
651-462-2268 or 651-213-8831 (office)
Center City, Chisago Lake Twp-N, Lent
Twp, North Branch-C.
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene
651-583-2513 or 651-213-8832 (office)
Amador Twp, Franconia Twp, North
Branch-B, Shafer, Shafer Twp A and B,
Sunrise Twp, Taylors Falls.
3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon
651-257-2701 or 651-213-8833 (office)
Chisago City, Chisago Lake Twp-S,
Lindstrom.
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka
651-462-4200 or 651-213-8834 (office)
Wyoming, Stacy.
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson
320-358-3223 or 651-213-8835 (office)
Fish Lake, Harris, Nessel Twp, North
Branch-A, Rush City, Rusheba Twp.

Helping the Honey Bee & Other
Pollinators
Honeybee and Colony Collapse
Disorder stories have been
widely publicized in the news
over the past several years.
Since it was first reported in
2006, significant progress has
been made in understanding
the factors associated with
Colony Collapse Disorder
(CCD). But it is still not
completely understood. CCD is
believed to be a combination of
several factors:
■

increased use of specific
pesticides called “neonics”

■

the invasion of exotic
damaging mites

■

the dramatic loss of foraging habitat

Honeybees and other
pollinating species are
responsible for crop
production. How? Without
pollination, the “fruits” of
farmers’ labor wouldn’t come
to bear. Pollination is required
to produce the soybean, the
corn kernel, the tomato, the
strawberry, and most other
harvested crops. Pollinators
have seen drastic reductions in
their own food sources (pollen
and nectar), which is part of
why their populations have
been declining.

A pollinator on a dandelion.

The monocultural cropping
system we use today produces
a vast amount of pollen and
nectar, but for a very short
amount of time. Once the crop
is past the pollination stage,
there is no food available to
sustain the pollinators. While
clearing “weeds” increases
yields in the field, it also
eliminates those plants that
would provide sustenance for
the pollinators. After the short
flowering stage of the crop,
the landscape is essentially
a food-less desert for pollinators. Farmers can help
pollinators through a USDA
program by planting species
that are essential for pollinators. Farmers can contact
the local Natural Resources
Conservation Service office at
Bees, cont. on p. 7

Proper Appliance
Recycling

Major Appliances Include:

In Minnesota, it is illegal to put major appliances in the trash; they must be recycled or
reused. When you call a recycler to pick up that
extra fridge in the garage, it is important to make
sure they are reputable. Recyclers are required by
law to recover the refrigerants prior to dismantling
or disposal, and to properly manage the hazardous
components, (mercury, oil and PCBs), in the appliances. Additionally, recyclers operating in Chisago
County must be licensed in accordance with the
Chisago County Solid Waste Ordinance.

?

What’s the big deal with appliances
anyway?

Older refrigerators and freezers manufactured
before 1995 contain chlorofluorocarbon (CFC),
while air conditioning units and dehumidifiers contain hydrochloroflurocarbon (HCFC), both as refrigerants and as the blowing agent in the insulating
foam. These CFCs and HCFCs are ozone-depleting
substances that, if released into the atmosphere,
destroy the protective ozone layer above the earth.
This layer is like a filter that protects us from the
sun’s ultraviolet radiation, and a diminished layer
allows more radiation to reach the earth’s surface.
This can result in increased risk of skin cancer and
reduced crop yields.
In addition to depleting the ozone layer, these
substances are also potent Green House Gases
(GHG) that contribute to climate change when they
escape into the atmosphere. Newer refrigerated
appliances still contain refrigerants that are Green
House Gases, but they no longer contain ozone
depleting substances.
Newer appliances are also considerably more
energy efficient, which helps reduce GHGs through
less power consumption. A 20-year-old
refrigerator can annually
consume two to four
times more energy than
a newer model. The EPA
estimates that replacing
an inefficient 20-yearold fridge with a new
ENERGY STAR rated unit
will save you upwards of
700 kWh/year, putting
about $70/year back in
your pocket.
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Air conditioning units

Clothes washers &
dryers

Dishwashers

Freezers

Furnaces

Garbage disposals

Heat pumps

Microwaves

Stoves, ovens &
ranges

Refrigerators

Trash compactors

Water heaters

Older appliances may contain other hazardous
components; such as Polychlorinated Biphenyls
(PCBs) in old capacitors, mercury in switches and
relays, and oil in compressors. Too much mercury
causes nervous system damage, especially in
children. PCBs are toxic man-made chemicals
that are very stable and don’t readily break down,
remaining in the environment for a long time.
PCBs can enter the food chain through uptake in
plants and animals and get passed on through
what we eat. PCBs can cause cancer and problems
with immune, reproductive, nervous, and endocrine
systems. The oil from compressors can also cause
soil and/or ground water contamination.
The EPA estimates that roughly nine million refrigerators/freezers, six million window air conditioning
units, and one million dehumidifiers are disposed of
each year. For every 1,000 refrigerators that are
PROPERLY disposed of and the refrigerants recovered, the greenhouse gas emissions are reduced
by the equivalent of taking 1,500 cars off the road
for one year. Therefore, what you do with that old
fridge DOES matter – it all adds up.

?

How do you go about recycling an
old appliance?

When you purchase a new unit, most appliance
retailers will pick up your old unit upon delivery.
You can also take it to a recycling center or call
a licensed recycler to pick it up. Your garbage
hauler may also pick up appliances for recycling.
When recycling an appliance, make sure to ask the
company you choose about their recycling process
and business credentials. In Chisago County, appliance recycling facilities are licensed by the county;
this ensures they are in compliance with local
Appliances, cont. on p. 3

Licensed Chisago County
Appliance Recyclers
Supported by Chisago County
Solid Waste Management Fund
Chisago County pays $5 toward
the cost of recycling your appliances. Commercial/business
items are excluded from this
program. For more information,
see “Waste Disposal & Recycling”
at www.chisagocounty.us.

Chisago County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility

Call individual businesses for
hours:
■

E Cycling Solutions
651-815-0423
10544 Liberty Lane
Chisago City
www.ecyclingsolutions.com
$10 per appliance.

■

ECSWC
763-689-4056
Cambridge Transfer Station
4194 Highway 95 NE
Cambridge
www.ecswc.cog.mn.us
$10 per appliance.

■

Evergreen Recycling
320-358-3988
53427 Forest Blvd.
Rush City
www.evergreenrecyclingllc.com
$2 per appliances w/o refrigerant and $5 for appliances w/
refrigerant.

■

Recycling for Wildlife (RFW)
651-674-7268
42775 Forest Blvd.
Harris
$10 per appliance.

■

SRC, Inc.
651-462-5298
6320 East Viking Blvd.
Wyoming
www.mytrashservice.com
$15 for appliances w/o refrigerant and $20 w/ refrigerant.

■

Steel Chick Recycling
651-269-6412
www.steelchick.com
Pick-up only–call to schedule
a time. Currently recycling
appliances for free.

www.chisagocounty.us | 651-213-8920
39649 Grand Avenue, North Branch, MN 55056
Proof of county residency is required.
Every Non-holiday Monday: 12 - 7 PM
Last Saturday of Each Month: 9 AM - 1 PM
■

Residents can drop off unwanted household
chemicals and paint free of charge!

■

Small business hazardous waste services available, call for information and appointment.

■

FREE home improvement products available on
the reuse shelves.

Appliances, cont. from p. 2
zoning requirements, have the proper state permits, and have to
account for the hazardous components. The recycling facilities in
the county that dismantle appliances are required to have their
refrigerant recovery machinery registered with the EPA and must
have a certified technician doing the refrigerant recovery.

?

How much will it cost you to recycle your
appliance?

While Chisago County pays $5 towards the cost of recycling your
appliances, most haulers and recyclers still charge a minimal fee.
There is some value in the scrap metal recovered from the appliances. However, reputable recyclers have costs in their skilled
labor (knowing what to look for and removing it properly), facility
overhead, regulatory costs (licenses and permits), hazardous
materials disposal costs (refrigerant, mercury, PCBs), and other
expenses.

www.chisagocounty.us
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Minnesota Bans
Triclosan
What is triclosan?
Triclosan is an antimicrobial agent used to kill bacteria and fungus. Despite recent publicity, triclosan
has been used in products for more than 40 years.
A debate concerning its safety has continued for
nearly as long:
■

1974: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) set out to determine whether triclosan,
an antibacterial agent used in many personal
care products, was safe and effective for use in
hand soaps. Since then, the agency’s position
has been that there isn’t enough information to
make the ruling.

■

2010: The Natural Resources Defense Council
(NRDC) sued the FDA, seeking to force a ruling
on triclosan’s safety.

■

2014: Minnesota is the first state to ban the
use of triclosan in retail consumer cleaning
products, effective January 1, 2017.

■

2016: The year in which the FDA agrees to rule
on triclosan’s safety and effectiveness in soaps
as part of the NRDC settlement.

■

2017: The year in which the Minnesota ban
on triclosan in cleaning products for hands and
body – other than those with FDA approval –
will take effect.

What are the health concerns?
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
have identified triclosan in the urine of 75% of
people tested. There is evidence that triclosan
could be toxic at very low levels within the body.
It has been linked to cancerous cell growth and
developmental problems in animals, as well as
disruption of endocrine and thyroid functions in
humans. Triclosan is also linked to liver and inhalation toxicity.
Wastewater treatment does not remove all
triclosan, which means some ends up in our lakes,
rivers, and water sources, where it is very toxic to
aquatic life. A University of Minnesota study published last year found increasing levels of triclosan
in the sediments of several lakes.
Triclosan reacts with chlorine in tap water, degrading into a form of dioxin when exposed to ultra
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There is
evidence that
triclosan could be
toxic even at very
low levels within
the body.

violet radiation
from the sun.
Dioxins are a
class of chemicals
linked to a
broad range of
toxicities, including cancer. Dioxins are eliminated from the body
slowly, can accumulate in fatty tissue, and persist
in the environment.
Additionally, a number of studies have found
microorganisms that are resistant to triclosan. For
example, triclosan-resistant strains of E. coli and
salmonella have been identified.
Though the Minnesota ban goes into effect in
January of 2017, it is likely that companies will
phase the chemical out of their products before
that date.

How can I avoid triclosan?
Triclosan should be clearly labeled on a product
ingredients list, so is relatively easy to avoid.
Should you stick with plain soap and water?
Studies have shown that longer hand-washing
improves results far more than adding antibacterial ingredients. The Centers for Disease Control
recommends washing hands at least 20 seconds, or
using hand sanitizer — most of which use alcohol
to kill germs — if soap and water are not available.

Where might I find triclosan-containing products in my home?
Triclosan can be found in an assortment of personal care products, such as antibacterial soaps
and detergents, toothpaste and tooth whitening
products, antiperspirants and deodorants, shaving
products, creams, color cosmetics, fabrics, plastics
used for cutting boards, and even some shoes. To
see if a personal care product contains it, look for
“triclosan” on the label.

What should I do with any products I
find containing triclosan?
Any unwanted household chemicals can be disposed of at Chisago County’s Household Hazardous
Waste Facility (see article on page 3 for location).

I

The average American recycles or composts 1.51 pounds per day. Collectively
in the United States, we produce 251
million tons of trash per year, and
recycle and compost nearly 35 percent of
that total. [EPA]

America Recycles Day
November 15

“Do your part this year and
take the “I Recycle” pledge at
http://americarecyclesday.org/
take-the-pledge”

America Recycles Day happens every fall on November
15. This event is the only nationally-recognized day
dedicated to promoting and celebrating recycling in the
U.S. Each fall, thousands of communities across the
country directly engage their residents to recycle more
and recycle right 365 days a year. What can you do at
home, in your neighborhood, at work, or in your school
to take part in America Recycles Day?
Curbside recycling is available county-wide to Chisago
County residents through all licensed garbage haulers.
Accepted materials differ among haulers; a guide is
available on the county website (www.chisagocounty.
us). There are also several recycling centers operating
in the county. Contact haulers and recycling centers
directly or the County Solid Waste Administrator at
651-213-8923.

Did you know?

?

■

A plastic bottle can be recycled into new containers, t-shirts and
fleeces, park benches, plastic lumber, and playground equipment.

■

Plastic bags (not collected curbside) are recycled into fences,
decks, and shopping carts. Many grocery stores collect grocery
bags for recycling.

■

An aluminum beverage container can go from the recycling bin to
the store shelf as a new can in as few as 60 days.

■

A glass container can go from recycling bin to store shelf in as few
as 30 days.

■

60% of paper recycled in the U.S. is made into products like
cereal boxes, tissues, and file folders.

■

Steel products such as structural sections and bridge spans use
virtually 100% recycled steel.

www.chisagocounty.us
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Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
We live in a global economy
where goods and products
are shipped across the country and around the world.
Sometimes these goods and
products carry hitchhikers—
invasive plants and animals.
When these invasive plants and
animals are introduced to a
new location, they can thrive,
especially when natural predators from their original home are
no longer there to keep them in
check. Once an invasive plant or
animal has become established
in a new location, it is almost
always impossible to eliminate.
The spread of exotic invasive
species is one of today’s big
environmental challenges, and
prevention is the key!

invasive species. Over the
past few years, there has
been a noticeable increase in
the number of boaters who
clean weeds off their boats
and make sure the drain
plugs are removed.
This past winter, the
Minnesota State Legislature
passed a bill which provides
Minnesota counties with
substantial funding to combat
AIS. Chisago County will
use these funds to increase the
number of inspectors at all public
water accesses throughout the
county.
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Chisago County is home to
some of the premier recreational
lakes in the northeast metro
area. Unfortunately, many of
our lakes have Aquatic Invasive
Species (AIS). These include
the plants Curlyleaf Pondweed
and Eurasian Water Milfoil. Both
of these plants form mats of
growth, choke out native plants,
and make watercraft navigation
difficult. Zebra Mussels, which
can alter the ecosystems of our
lakes, are in the St. Croix River
(along Chisago County’s eastern
border) and in Mille Lacs Lake.
There are many more AIS that
we need to keep out of Chisago
County lakes. The primary
means of transporting AIS from
one lake to another is by being
attached to boats and trailers
moving from one public access
to another.

Since 2010, Chisago County
Lake Improvement District
inspectors have been checking
boats entering and leaving boat
launches for the presence of
aquatic invasive species. During
inspections, boaters are provided
with information on how to
prevent the spread of aquatic
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There are three primary ways
boaters are required by law to
prevent the spread of aquatic
invasive species:

■ Clean all visible aquatic

plants, zebra mussels, and
other prohibited aquatic invasive species from watercraft,
trailers, and water-related
equipment before leaving any
water access or shoreland.

■ Drain water-related

equipment (boat, ballast
tanks, portable bait containers, motor) and drain bilge,
livewell and baitwell by
removing drain plugs before
leaving a water access or
shoreland property. Keep
drain plugs out and waterdraining devices open while
transporting watercraft.

■ Dispose of unwanted

bait, including minnows,
leeches, and worms, in the
trash. It is illegal to release
live bait into a waterbody or
release aquatic animals from
one waterbody to another. If
you want to keep your live
bait, you must refill the bait
container with bottled or tap
water.
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For the health of all Chisago
County lakes and waterways,
please be supportive of the AIS
outreach efforts and encourage
all fellow boaters to clean, drain,
and dispose every time they
launch their watercraft. We
can all make a difference in
the spread of Aquatic Invasive
Species.
To learn more about the Chisago
County AIS efforts, please
contact Jerry Spetzman, Water
Resource Manager, at 651-2138383 or jpspetz@co.chisago.
mn.us. More information will
also be available soon at www.
chisagocounty.us.

The name
“Chisago” comes
from the Native
American word
“kichisaga,” which
means fair and
lovely waters.

Bees, cont. from p.1
651-674-7160 for more information on this program.
There are simple things that
we can do to help the honey
bee and other pollinators.
Perhaps the easiest way to help
is to provide a food source for
honey bees all growing season
long in your own yard. Don’t
have enough room for a garden?
Even a few potted plants will
help! Window boxes, hanging
baskets, and deck pots with
long-blooming flowers will not
only look great, they provide
a nectar and pollen source for
pollinators.
If you have more room, consider
adding native plants. As we
have selected species for bigger,
brighter flowers, the trade-off
has often been the loss of nectar
in plants, making them less
beneficial to pollinators. Native
plants provide the best source
of nectar and pollen. Some of
the best plants to add include
asters, Joe Pye weed, butterfly
weed, sunflowers, bee balm, and
sedums.
Even “weeds” are important
to pollinators. Dandelions are
one of the most important early
nectar sources for honey bees.
Consider leaving the dandelions
in your yard until they are
done blooming. Trees are also
critical. We don’t think of them
as flowering, but they do, and
often early in the year when the
flowering plants have not yet put
out their blossoms. Trees such
as basswood, willow, and aspen
are major pollen sources for
honey bees.
When you are shopping for
plants, remember one of the
other factors contributing to the
decline of pollinators is the use
of “neonic” pesticides. This class
of pesticides known as neonicotinoids, is a synthetic derivative
of nicotine and has been widely

used for the past 10 years as a
systemic pesticide in commercial
agriculture. It is absorbed
through the roots and leaves
and distributed throughout the
entire plant including the pollen
and nectar. Be aware that it is
also available on your garden
store shelves in both the plants
you buy and in the pesticides
you use to treat your garden.
Make sure to ask your garden
store if the plants you are buying
are neonic free, and avoid
using pesticides whose active
ingredient is one of the following: Imidacloprid, Clothianidin,
Thiamethoxam, Dinotefuran, or
Acetamiprid.
As an alternative, the least toxic
chemicals you can use to fight
garden pest problems are often
soap or fat/oil based emulsions
that disrupt the pest with little
environmental impact. It’s
important to READ THE LABEL!
If you do go through your
garden shed and have some of
the above pesticides that you no
longer want to use, do not throw
them in the trash, bring them to
the Chisago County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility (651213-8920) at 39649 Grand
Avenue in North Branch for free
proper disposal available to
county residents and farmers.
The Chisago County Master
Gardeners will be addressing the
pollinator topic at their Garden
Expo next Spring, March 21,
2015. The keynote speaker,
Karen Oberhauser,
is a professor at the
University of Minnesota
and will be discussing
Monarch butterflies.
Watch for more
information about the
Master Gardeners 2015
Garden Expo on the
Chisago SWCD website
at www.chisagoswcd.
org.

“Bees are responsible
for most of the food you
eat, so do your part to
help them survive by
increasing their food
supply and reducing
your use of pesticides
and herbicides!”
RELATED RESOURCES:
The following excellent
resources and articles relating
to pesticides and pollinators
are available:
■

The Center for Food
Safety information
sheet on pesticides to
avoid: http://www.
beyondpesticides.org/
pollinators/documents/
pesticide_list_final.pdf

■

Article from Oregon
Sustainable Beekeepers
on pesticides to avoid:
http://oregonsustainablebeekeepers.
org/2013/03/27/
im-getting-rid-of-imidacloprid-avoiding-the-worstneonicotinoid-insecticides/

■

Two great articles from
Pheasants Forever on
the connection between
hunters, farmers, and
pollinators: http://
www.house.leg.state.
mn.us/comm/docs/
PF_bees_neonics_ES.PDF

Food-less desert for pollinators.

www.chisagocounty.us
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Chisago County Dept. of Environmental Services/Zoning
313 Main Street North, Room 243
Center City, MN 55012

Contact Solid Waste Administrator Lisa Thibodeau
(651-213-8923 or lathibo@co.chisago.mn.us) with
your comments, questions, and concerns about this
newsletter.

?
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Design layout services for this newsletter are provided
by Desktop Impressions (www.desktopimpressions.
com). Printed by Nystrom Publishing Co., Inc.
(www.nystrompublishing.com).

Did you know?
We need help from homeowners and businesses alike
to meet recycling goals!!
State law requires greater
Minnesota Counties, which
includes Chisago, to reach a
recycling rate of 35% by 2030.
Chisago’s rate has been stagnant
around 30%. As a County, we
want to work with residents,
landlords, and local businesses
to improve our recycling rates.
If you own a business and/or
are a resident with an innovative
recycling idea or want to report
your recycling efforts, please
contact the Environmental
Services/Zoning Department.
Businesses reporting their recycle efforts are especially helpful
and we ask for your cooperation
and assistance. Lisa Thibodeau,
Solid Waste Administrator, is a
great resource to help you find
good disposal opportunities for
all of your recycling and problem
materials handling needs.
Contact Lisa today at 651-2138923 or lathibo@co.chisago.
mn.us.
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■

Tell us your innovative recycling ideas!!

■

Report your business recycling volumes to lathibo@
co.chisago.mn.us.

■

Find a home for your problem
waste stream items—turn
your waste into profit!
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Septic Funding & Grant Program
Now Offered County-wide
The Chisago County
“All county residents,
Department of
businesses, and institutions can
Environmental Services/
now apply for loan funding to
Zoning has recently made
replace a failing septic system.”
changes to funding options
offered to repair or replace
septic systems. Owners of
septic systems that have been determined to be “imminent health
threats” to public safety and “failing to protect ground water” are
now eligible throughout the county (including all townships and
cities) to apply.
Grant funds are also available on a limited basis. The amount of
the grant varies from year to year depending on the allocation
from the Minnesota Clean Water Legacy Funds. Grant approval
is based on income. For example: a family of four can make up
to $65,000 and still qualify for a grant. Normally the county is
able to help 8 to 10 property owners annually. Grant funding is
limited and awarded on a first come–first served basis.
All county residents, businesses, and institutions can now apply
for loan funding to replace a failing septic system. Up to $15,000
can be requested. If you qualify, funds will be assessed to
your property over a 10 year period and placed on
your tax statement as a special assessment. The
interest rate is ½ of the prime rate the year the
loan is granted by the County. For 2014, the rate
is 1.625%. Please note this funding is considered
a last resort for property owners who cannot get
funding on their own. Funding is limited and is
awarded only after two separate lending institutions have refused to fund the needed system
repair or replacement and all county application
and septic system criteria have been met.
For additional information, please contact Kellie
Strobel, Chisago County
Sanitarian, at 651“Since 2007, 45 property owners
213-8373 or krstrob@
have received low interest loans and
co.chisago.mn.us. You
over 100 have received grants
can also visit the
ranging from $1,000 to $5,000.”
county website at
www.chisagocounty.us.
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