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■

SRC in Wyoming 651-462-1099
($12 per mattress/box-spring)

■

Recycling for Wildlife in Harris 651674-7268 ($4 mattress/box-spring)

■

Evergreen Recycling in Rush City
320-358-3988 ($4 per mattress/
box-spring)

■

East Central Solid Waste
Commission (ECSWC) transfer
station in Cambridge 763-689-4056
($11 per mattress/box-spring)
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Environmental Connections provides
Chisago County residents with information and news from the Chisago County
Department of Environmental Services/
Zoning, located in Center City and
North Branch. Funding is provided
by the Solid Waste Management
Fund. To contact your Chisago County
Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lora Walker
651-462-2268 or 651-213-8831 (office)
Center City, Chisago Lake Twp-N, Lent
Twp, North Branch-C.
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene
651-583-2513 or 651-213-8832 (office)
Amador Twp, Franconia Twp, North
Branch-B, Shafer, Shafer Twp A and B,
Sunrise Twp, Taylors Falls.
3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon
651-257-2701 or 651-213-8833 (office)
Chisago City, Chisago Lake Twp-S,
Lindstrom.
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka
651-462-4200 or 651-213-8834 (office)
Wyoming, Stacy.
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson
320-358-3223 or 651-213-8835 (office)
Fish Lake, Harris, Nessel Twp, North
Branch-A, Rush City, Rusheba Twp.

The county’s mattress semi-trailer
has been placed at the SRC recycling
yard in Wyoming and is available to
the public for fee-based mattress drop
off. When the trailer is nearly full, it is
picked up by Evergreen Recycling from
Rush City, who also picks up mattresses
at Recycling-for-Wildlife on the way
to their recycling facility. Evergreen
runs a county-licensed recycling facility
just north of Rush City on Highway 61.
Their facility is open to county residents
for recycling several problem materials,
including: tires, appliances, electronics
and, of course, mattresses.
Mattresses, cont. on p. 2

DON’T THROW YOUR
OLD MATTRESS ON A
BURN PILE!!
Burning garbage,
including mattresses,
is very damaging to
the environment and
is illegal in the State
of Minnesota. “Burn
Barrels” and burn piles
are actively investigated
in Chisago County. To
report a mattress or
other suspected garbage
and refuse burning
activity, contact Chisago
County Dispatch, ideally
while the burning is
taking place, at 651257-4100, and ask for
Solid Waste Deputy Dan
Ackerman to investigate
the site.

Deputy Ackerman
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Local Business Spotlight:

Local, innovative, sustainable, waste reduction, reuse, recycle
... help us spotlight local businesses. Call 651-293-8123.

EvergreenRecycling
53247 FOREST BLVD, RUSH CITY | PH 320-358-3988 | WWW.EVERGREENRECYCLINGLLC.COM

Mattresses, cont. from p. 1

Junior Chamorro unloads and
deconstructs mattresses.

Chris Vogel baling foam.

WHY RECYCLE MATTRESSES?
Used mattresses are a problem
waste and a source of several
materials, including metal, foam,
cotton and wood. At landfills,
mattresses do not pack well and
the springs get wrapped up in
equipment. Not all recyclers
handle mattresses because
they take a lot of manual labor
to deconstruct; the springs are
hard to bale and the fabric and
foam can be hard to market.

metal frames and used in
outdoor furnaces in the winter
to heat local farms. Evergreen
has figured out how to bale
the problematic metal springs,
separated foam, and mattress
topper materials and sell these
to markets in the Midwest.
Evergreen is also exploring uses
for the cotton as an absorbent.
Unfortunately, the market for
composite wadding material is
currently non-existent.

We are fortunate that Evergreen
Recycling has developed their
own process to efficiently
and economically tear down
mattresses and box-springs
into components for sale to
commodities markets. The
wood is separated from the

In 2014, Evergreen recycled
3,200 mattresses regionally,
equaling 31 tons of steel, 20
tons of wood to fuel, 20 tons of
cotton, 15 tons foam/toppers
and about 8 tons wadding
materials.

Watch for the “If
you’re burning
garbage, you’re
making poison!”
message on the
side of the East
Central Solid Waste
Commission transfer
trailers hauling
Municipal Solid Waste
from the Hinckley
and Cambridge
Transfer Stations to
the landfill by Mora.
If you need more
information on why
burning garbage is
bad for your health,
see www.pca.state.
mn.us/burnbarrel.
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Carbon Monoxide: A Silent Killer
The heating season is upon
us and, with it, comes an
increased dependence on
fuel-burning appliances.
These appliances work hard
for us during the winter
months, but can do more
harm than good if they are
emitting Carbon Monoxide.
Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a
serious problem because it is
nearly impossible for humans
to detect. CO is a colorless,
odorless and tasteless gas. High
levels of CO will cause harmful
health effects because it reduces
the oxygen-carrying capacity of
the blood, depriving organs and
tissues. Extreme levels of CO in
the body will cause death.
Physical symptoms of CO
poisoning include headache,
nausea, vomiting, dizziness,
fatigue and weakness.
Neurological symptoms include
confusion, disorientation, visual
disturbances, fainting and
seizures. CO is known as the
“silent killer” because if early
symptoms are ignored, a person
may become unconscious and
be unable to escape to safety. If
you notice these symptoms while
at home but feel better once
you leave the house, it could be
an indication of high CO levels
in the home. Do not forget to
watch for symptoms in your
pets! In the U.S., approximately
500 people die each year from
CO poisoning; and an estimated
8,000 – 15,000 more seek
emergency medical care for nonfatal exposures.
CO can be present in homes
and other buildings if
incomplete combustion occurs
and appliances such as your
furnace are not properly vented,
operated or maintained. Keep
an eye on chimney vents, as
they can become clogged with

ice or snow; preventing proper
ventilation of harmful gases.
Fuel-burning equipment with
the potential for problems
include furnaces, boilers, ovens
and ranges, water heaters,
clothes dryers, gas or kerosene
room heaters, portable
generators, fireplaces and wood
stoves. Never use a generator,
charcoal grill, camp stove,
or other gasoline or charcoal
burning device inside a home
or garage or near an exterior
building vent or opening, as they
will use up the oxygen in the
home and will cause an increase
in the CO levels inside.
Also, be cautious about warming
up motor vehicles in attached
garages; as they are another
serious source of CO emissions.
Prevent CO poisoning by
following these 3 steps:
■

Make sure all fuel-burning
appliances and heaters are
installed and vented correctly
and maintained on a regular
basis (annual inspection is a
good rule of thumb)

■

Know the signs and symptoms of CO poisoning

■

Install and
maintain CO
detectors in your
home

CO detectors should
be installed and
regularly maintained
in all singlefamily or multifamily dwellings.
According to state
law, each room that
is legally used for
sleeping must have
a CO detector within
ten (10) feet and
it must be plugged
into a dedicated

Chimney vents can become clogged
with ice or snow preventing proper
ventilation of harmful gases.

outlet (not one that is controlled
by a switch). CO detectors can
be purchased at most hardware
or home stores and range in
price from $13 - $40. The life
expectancy of a CO detector is
anywhere from 5-7 years, but
be sure to read the packaging
on each device. CO detectors
are non-hazardous and, at the
end of their useful life, can go
directly into the trash (once the
battery is removed).
A last reminder—other small
enclosed spaces can pose a CO
problem when being heated,
including campers, tents, and
ice fishing houses. Please take
care and be CO aware!

Chisago County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
www.chisagocounty.us | 651-213-8920
39649 Grand Avenue, North Branch, MN 55056
Proof of county residency is required.
Every Non-holiday Monday: 12 - 7 PM
Last Saturday of Each Month: 9 AM - 1 PM
■

Residents can drop off unwanted household chemicals
and paint free of charge!

■

Small business hazardous waste services available,
call for information and appointment.

■

FREE home improvement products
available on the reuse shelves.

■

Find us on Facebook for useful
tips and current information at www.facebook.com/
ChisagoCountyHHWRecycling.

www.chisagocounty.us
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Chisago Lake Nature Club Inspires
Kids to Recycle
Recycling became a key
component of the “healthy
living” theme for kids who
attended Chisago Lakes Kids
Club Summer Camp this past
summer. This year, the 10week day camp for K-6 kids
offered by Chisago Lakes
School District’s Community
Education added nature study
to its array of fun learning
activities.
“The best way to make nature
come alive for kids is to get them
outside and let them be kids,” says
Tony Minnichsoffer, a Minnesota
Master Naturalist who teaches the
class. “No matter how hooked on
electronics they might be, most
kids can get excited about nature.”
“Kids love to chase frogs and
insects, to identify birds and
trees and wildflowers,” he
continues. “So how could we get
them interested in conservation?
Kids live in the here and now.
Environmental conservation
seems abstract and distant.” An
educational and demonstration kit
borrowed from the Chisago County
Department of Environmental
Services was key.
This portable kit, filled with
samples and posters, provided a
treasure trove of teaching aids
about recycling for the kids to
study, touch and feel. Tony points
out, “They got especially excited
about samples like a t-shirt
that’s 50% cotton and 50% from
recycled plastic bottles.”
The Master Naturalist tells kids
that most of us use lots of plastic
every day — pop bottles, water
bottles, solo cups, shopping bags,
the list goes on. “So I asked
them, ‘What’s the best way to
recycle?’ That nudges them to
think. Kids love to find their own
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After two months of composting, kids
examined the results. From left, Alivia,
Devon, Claire and Khristian found
leaves and grass had decayed and
paper items deteriorated while plastics
were still intact.

solutions. Some answer, ‘Reuse,
that way you use less energy.’ “
Of course, it’s better to buy multiuse containers to reduce waste.
“Many kids use small snack packs
of cookies, chips or those neat
little plastic blister packs with
cheese, meat and crackers neatly
nestled in them,” Tony continues.
“We all love ‘em, but convenience
and packaging costs a lot and
creates a huge amount of waste.
Everyone could save a bundle
by buying larger packages and
divvying it up into reusable packs.”
“The kids learned to reduce and
reuse, as well as recycle and to
not just send it all to the landfill,”
he concludes.

To inquire about borrowing an educational
and demonstration kit from the
Chisago County Environmental Services
Department, please contact Lisa Thibodeau
at 651-213-8923.
For more information about future
programs like Kids Club Summer Camp,
contact Chisago Lakes Community
Education at 651-213-2600.
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COMPOSTING
DEMONSTRATION
SHOWS PLASTICS
DON’T GO AWAY
“Kids love to roll a fallen log
to reveal the crumbling and
decay plus all the creepy
crawlies, so they can get
excited about compost too,”
Tony Minnichsoffer reports.
“We set up an 87-gallon
black compost converter
next to the school garden.”
“In a few weeks, they
learned that composting is
super-efficient,” says Tony.
“We filled it with sticks,
leaves and grass. Some
kids added apple cores and
banana peels and some
even brought fruit and
vegetable waste from home.
After a couple weeks, we
added some recyclables as
a test.”
“Woooo, that smells like
dirty diapers!” one girl
observed. In the composter,
they buried a paper bag,
a plastic bag, a paper cup
and a Styrofoam cup. Two
months later the kids said
the compost smelled and
looked like dirt. The paper
had disintegrated while the
plastics were dirty and still
intact—illustrating to the
kids how long plastics stay
in the environment if not
properly recycled.
Please check with your
local city hall for any
composting rules. A
great resource for
the do’s and don’ts of
composting can be found
at www.HowToCompost.
org.

Targeted Watershed Grant
In the spring of 2015,
the Chisago Soil & Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
applied for and received
a State Clean Water Fund
(CWF) Targeted Watershed
Demonstration Project Grant
for $887,632. The grant was
made possible thanks in large
part to a strong local partnership
between the Chisago SWCD,
Chisago County and the Chisago
Lakes Lake Improvement District
(CLLID).
This CWF grant was awarded
to continue momentum already
going strong in the Chisago
Lakes Chain of Lakes Watershed
for Best Management Practice
(BMP) implementation. After
years of preparation, completing
the Total Maximum Daily Load
and Implementation Plan, and
completing several Stormwater
Retrofit Assessments, the SWCD
has a really good idea where
the pollution is coming into the
Chisago Lakes Chain of Lakes.
This grant is in place to help us
continue to implement projects
to improve water quality.
Since the grant award this past
spring, SWCD staff has been
busy reaching out to landowners
who may be interested in taking
a look at potential problems
on their property. These
landowners voluntarily enter
contracts to receive grant funds
to complete projects to improve
water quality.
To date, the SWCD has
completed five agricultural BMPs
for four local landowners. These
projects include three water
and sediment control basins,
one grass waterway, and one
rock-lined channel. The SWCD
has also completed three urban
BMPs, including a pervious
pavement parking lot at the
Chisago County Government

Center, a rain
garden at
Swenson’s
Lakehouse in
Center City,
and a gully
stabilization
project on Nelson
Court.
It doesn’t
stop there!
The SWCD has
several projects
Pervious pavement at the Chisago County
that are slated to
Government Center lets water seep
be installed yet
through the surface.
this fall; including
neighborhood
retrofit projects
in Center City, which will involve
the installation of a bioretention
basin, vegetated swale and five
rain gardens. Numerous other
projects in both the rural and
FURTHER PROJECT
urban sector will be surveyed
this fall in order to start the
INFORMATION
design process over the winter.
■ There is information on
The SWCD, due to overwhelming
each of the projects that
support by the County, the
the SWCD is working
CLLID and landowners, is
on (county-wide) on the
ahead of the tentative funding
Chisago SWCD website
schedule set up for this grant.
(www.chisagoswcd.org).
This success will help us receive
■ Check out our interactive
future funding to improve water
maps and factsheets on
quality of the Chisago Lakes
our website as well (http://
Chain of Lakes.
chisagoswcd.org/map/) –
these maps are set up by
jurisdiction and are updated
every few months. Please,
check back often to see the
projects in your watershed.
■

Another way to keep
up-to-date on projects we
are working on is to “like”
us on Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/
ChisagoSWCD?ref=hl).

www.chisagocounty.us
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Swedish Immigrant Trail Progress!
Imagine this, if you can! A 20
mile east-west biking/hiking
trail, beginning in the scenic St.
Croix River valley at Interstate
State Park and connecting
westward through the varied
historic and scenic towns of
Taylors Falls, Shafer, Center City,
Lindstrom, Chisago City and
Wyoming! Just a pipe dream?
Maybe at one time, but thanks to
the involvement and hard work
of many cooperative land owners
and organizations, including the
National Park Service, Chisago
County and the Chisago County
Parks and Trails Foundation,
this “Swedish Immigrant Trail”
(SIT) dream is on its way to
becoming a reality. Segments
of the trail are now being built
on what once was an abandoned
railroad corridor (in-service since
1880’s and abandoned in 1948)

6

between Wyoming and Taylors
Falls.
Work began in 1993 when Jerry
Lakso, a local KTCA television
editor and Parks and Trails
Foundation member, produced
a promotional video for the
Swedish Immigrant Trail. You
can still view the video on
YouTube through links on the
Chisago County Parks and Trails
page of the Chisago County
website: www.chisagocounty.
us. In 2007, a “demonstration”
project on a two-mile section
of this former railroad corridor
was completed through the City
of Shafer. “It was at this point
that the County was able to
bring people to see what was
being created,” said County Park
Director Laird Mork, “and most
were very impressed.”

ENVIRONMENTAL CONNECTIONS | Fall 2015

As with any project of this
magnitude, there are both
challenges and signs of progress
along the way. One recent
challenge involved an old rural
“farm dump” in a ravine along
the trail corridor, which was
filled with trash, barrels, old
appliances and scrap metal. In
the fall of 2014, the County’s
household hazardous waste
staff worked diligently, along
with contractors, parks staff,
and the County’s Sentence to
Serve (STS) jail inmate crew,
to remove dumped materials
and dispose of them properly.
Nineteen barrels were unearthed
during the 2014 ravine project,
tested for hazardous materials,
and packed and sent out for
proper disposal. Several other
Trail, cont. on p. 7

SEPTIC GRANT &
LOAN FUNDS NOW
AVAILABLE
Chisago County is pleased
to announce grants are
now available for septic
installations. Funding has
been awarded as part of the
State of Minnesota’s Clean
Water Fund for the purpose
of protecting, enhancing
and restoring water quality
in lakes, rivers and streams
in addition to protecting
groundwater and drinking
water.
Grants range from $1,000
to $5,000 per installation
of a replacement septic
system depending on the
amount of funding received
from the State, and can
be used for replacement of
a septic system that has
been determined to be an
imminent health threat or
failing to protect ground
water. If a septic system
is determined to be an
imminent health threat or
failing to protect ground
water, it will be required to
be upgraded or replaced.
If cost is an issue, low
interest loans are also
available through Chisago
County, Rural Housing and
AgBMP programs. Through
these programs, the initial
cost of the septic system
replacement can be covered
100%.
Funds are limited and
are available on a first
come basis for qualified
applicants. Contact Kellie
Strobel at 651-2138373 or kellie.strobel@
chisagocounty.us.

Trail, cont. from p. 6

dumps have been cleaned up
in preparation for the project;
one near Quandum Avenue and
another within Interstate State
Park, signifying progress and
positive environmental stewardship
and protection of the St. Croix
River valley. As with most trail
efforts, local residents have been
instrumental and are thanked for
their willingness to grant access or
easement across their properties to
get the job done.
Quite recently, Chisago County
pursued and was successful in
receiving a statewide “Regional”
trail designation for both the east/
west Swedish Immigrant Trail,
and the north/south Sunrise
Prairie Trail. Regional designation
is becoming increasingly more
important in trail funding and
support efforts.
The County also received funding
through the Minnesota State
Legacy Program to build what
is likely the most challenging
construction segment of the
Swedish Immigrant Trail. Referred
to as the “East End Project,” this
segment runs between Tern Avenue
(just north of Highway 8) and
the western border of Interstate
State Park. The segment is 2.2
miles in length and includes three
130+ foot ravine crossing bridges
in challenging and beautiful
terrain. The construction started in
September 2015 and is scheduled
to be completed by June 30,
2016. Thanks to successful grant
efforts and significant 30% local
funding support from the Chisago
County Board, trail construction is
progressing!
The 2015/16 construction efforts
will bring the SIT to the border
of Interstate State Park near
Taylors Falls. Running the trail
into the state park presents yet
another complex but manageable
challenge. State Park Officials will
be responsible for designing and

building the trail into and through
the park. Although the State DNR
controls all aspects of the trail once
it enters the park, a Memorandum
of Understanding among Chisago
County, the State DNR and the
City of Taylors Falls will allow and
encourage all to work cooperatively.
It may take time, but through
community support and the efforts
of the MN DNR, it is hopeful the
trail will successfully travel through
Interstate State Park and down to
the Taylors Falls Community Center.
In addition to all of the above
efforts, the County recently
completed Master Plans for the
entire corridors of the Swedish
Immigrant and Sunrise Prairie
Trails. The SIT Master Plan
identifies preliminary routes for
the uncompleted sections of the
trail between Shafer and Center
City and between Chisago City
and Wyoming. Chisago County
will use this Master Plan document
to further define the best location
for future segments, assist in trail
easement and land acquisition,
and secure grant funding to finish
the trails. Exciting components
of the plans include how the trail
will connect with other regional
networks; including those in
Stillwater and Forest Lake. Master
Plans represent the future of the
trails and can be viewed on the
Chisago County website parks and
trails page at www.chisagocounty.
us.
When completed, the Swedish
Immigrant Regional Trail between
Taylors Falls and Wyoming will be
a wonderful year-round option
for walkers, bikers and outdoor
enthusiasts and will attract tourists
and economic opportunity to the
area as well! Regional trails such
as the Swedish Immigrant and
Sunrise Prairie Trails represent
a significant investment in the
livability and social and economic
vitality of the communities they
touch. A “win-win” for all!
www.chisagocounty.us
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2015 Chisago County Children’s Water Festival
The 2015 Chisago County
Children’s Water Festival was
held on Thursday, September
24—the 13th consecutive year
of the event. Each year we have
hosted approximately 700 fifth
grade children from the schools
in the County. Since 2003
about 10,000 students have
learned the important role that
having healthy waters in Chisago
County plays in our daily lives.

For more information on how
you can become involved, or to
see photos from this year and
past events, log on to:
www.chisagoswcd.org. If you
see a child in a water festival
t-shirt we encourage you to stop
and ask them what they learned!

ECR WSS
Postal Customer
Chisago County Dept. of Environmental Services/Zoning
313 Main Street North, Room 243
Center City, MN 55012
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Permit No. 1096
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Water Festival Mission:
To provide a quality
hands-on learning
opportunity to teach the
importance of water to
all living things.

Environmental Connections is produced by Chisago
County Dept. of Environmental Services/Zoning twice
annually and is printed on chlorine-free paper using
100% post-consumer waste and soy-based inks.
Funding is provided by the Solid Waste Management
Fund. © 2015 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

There are many people who
work very hard to make sure
the students have a great day

at Ojiketa Regional Park in
Chisago City; from the planning
committee, presenters (who
include student teachers from
the University of Wisconsin
at River Falls), to all of the
volunteers from throughout the
county.

Contact Solid Waste Administrator Lisa Thibodeau
(651-213-8923 or lisa.thibodeau@chisagocounty.us)
with your comments, questions, and concerns about
this newsletter.

The festival strives for the kids
to have a fun day while they
carry out hands-on learning
and appreciation of our water
resources. Students learn
about amphibians, fish, erosion,
ground and surface water and
aquatic invasive species (to
name a few), all while playing
games and having hands on
interactions with our presenters.
There is no better time or
opportunity to create additional
water quality advocates and
stewards.

John Frank from the MN-DNR introduces local 5th graders to
“Minnesota Fishes.”

Design layout services for this newsletter are provided
by Desktop Impressions (www.desktopimpressions.
com). Printed by Nystrom Publishing Co., Inc.
(www.nystrompublishing.com).

The County’s name of Chisago
was derived from the Native
American words Ki-Chi-Saga,
which means fair and lovely
waters. Holding a festival
for fifth graders gives us an
opportunity to teach them
to be good stewards of our
water resources and more fully
appreciate our county’s heritage
and why our forefathers chose to
settle at Ki-Chi-Saga.

