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Environmental Connections
provides Chisago County residents with
information and news from the Chisago
County Department of Environmental
Services/Zoning located in Center City
and North Branch. Funding is provided
by the Solid Waste Management
Fund. To contact your Chisago County
Commissioner:
1ST DISTRICT—Lora Walker
651-462-2268 or 651-213-8831 (office)
Center City, Chisago Lake Twp-N, Lent
Twp, North Branch-C.
2ND DISTRICT—Rick Greene
651-583-2513 or 651-213-8832 (office)
Amador Twp, Franconia Twp, North
Branch-B, Shafer, Shafer Twp A and B,
Sunrise Twp, Taylors Falls.
3RD DISTRICT—George McMahon
651-257-2701 or 651-213-8833 (office)
Chisago City, Chisago Lake Twp-S,
Lindstrom.
4TH DISTRICT—Ben Montzka
651-462-4200 or 651-213-8834 (office)
Wyoming, Stacy.
5TH DISTRICT—Mike Robinson
320-358-3223 or 651-213-8835 (office)
Fish Lake, Harris, Nessel Twp, North
Branch-A, Rush City, Rusheba Twp.

Chisago Lakes Chain of Lakes
Targeted for Clean-up
The Chisago County Soil
and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) has been
awarded a $887,000 grant
from the MN Board of Water
& Soil Resources to make
improvements to water quality
in the Chisago Lakes Chain of
Lakes watershed. The grant
is a Targeted Watershed
Demonstration Program
Grant, which addresses water
pollution by focusing funding
on one watershed. Water
quality improvement actions
are addressed in a four-year
window. The grant is funded
through the Clean Water, Land
and Legacy Amendment’s
Clean Water Fund and
supported by several local
partners, including Chisago
County and the Chisago Lakes
Lake Improvement District.
Over the next four years,
Chisago SWCD staff will
work with local landowners
and local government units
on high priority areas in the
Chisago Lakes watershed and
offer technical and financial
assistance to implement Best
Management Practices (BMPs).
The SWCD staff is guided by
an existing work plan that
identifies where attention
should focus. Prioritization

A curb-cut rain garden.

is based on assessment and
modeling work conducted in
both urban and rural areas.
Thousands of individual
potential project locations have
been identified—now the task
is to work with landowners to
install priority projects.
A major goal of the program
is to reduce the amount of
phosphorus entering the lakes,
especially impaired lakes.
Little Lake, North and South
Center Lakes, Pioneer Lake,
Ogren Lake, Linn Lake, School
Lake and Wallmark Lake are
all listed on the State Impaired
Waters List, meaning they
do not meet Minnesota water
quality standards. Phosphorus
Lakes, cont. on p. 8
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Local Business Spotlight:

Local, innovative, sustainable, waste reduction, reuse, recycle ... help us spotlight local businesses. Call 651-293-8123.

Electronics Re-Use at e-Cycling Solutions of Chisago City
With the three R’s—Reduce, Reuse, Recycle—the
focus is on recycling, and unfortunately Reduce and
especially Reuse are often forgotten. Not at
e-Cycling Solutions, a local business at 10544
Liberty Lane in the Chisago City Industrial Park
(www.ecyclingsolutions.com). They are unusual
because they have an electronics re-use store in
addition to their electronics recycling business.
Local businessmen Dan Schultz and Terry Bergeron
were originally in the land development business.
However, as Dan puts it “We had all our eggs in
one basket” and knew they needed to diversify
into a growth industry. It just so happened that, in
2007, the Minnesota State Legislature passed the
Electronics Recycling Act, requiring manufacturers
of televisions and monitors to address the increase
in the amount of waste electronics being generated
in Minnesota. Dan and Terry opened their electronics recycling business part-time in 2008, which
turned out to be great insight and timing.
When they started out, Dan described e-Cycling
as “newbies” because they focused on the scrap
value of the waste, not understanding the value
in the circuit boards or re-use of other electronic
component waste streams. As the business grew,
e-Cycling started working with more businesses,
which now accounts for 75% of their work.
Along the way, e-Cycling discovered selling locally,
and their unique reuse business was born! At
first, they were selling small components to local
e-Cycling’s walk-in retail store selling
refurbished electronics.

e-Cycling Solutions located at
10544 Liberty Lane in Chisago City.
“computer guys” who were constantly looking for
parts. This progressed into selling on eBay, which
is now one of their top income streams. You can
buy parts or repaired electronic items any day,
night or weekend, online at the e-Cycling eBay
store.
With the growth of the reuse business, e-Cycling
has now opened a walk-in retail store at their
recycling warehouse in Chisago City. At the store,
you can meet Dan and Terry and find laptops,
TVs, computers and other re-purposed electronics,
cables, and accessories for sale. While you are
there, you can also recycle your old TVs and electronics equipment for a small fee—which is reduced
for Chisago County residents through Solid Waste
Management Fund assistance.
Dan says “You have to be smart and adapt in order
to make it in today’s business world.” They now
look at a collection of electronic waste in a whole
different way; it’s more work to process electronics
for reuse, but worth a whole lot more than just
shipping it out as scrap.
To keep the business lean, they employ just Dan
and Terry. They have recently contracted with a
computer tech to come in and fix customer computer problems and have expanded into fixing and
reselling flat screen monitors and TVs that can be
repaired and refurbished. e-Cycling keeps an edge
in this competitive industry by learning how to get
the most out of the electronic waste that comes
through the door. This approach has worked for
them; and business has been growing. As Dan
says “You have to be creative in this business, and
make opportunities out of problems.”
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Aquatic Invasive Species
Spend any time on a lake or
river in Minnesota and you
will notice a variety of plants
and animals in or near the
water. What you might not
realize is that some of those
plants and animals shouldn’t be
there. These are non-native, or
invasive species, that have been
invading ecosystems on the land
and in the water for many years.
These species spread from one
area to another; most often by
human movement. Once an
invasive species is introduced
into a waterbody, it can be
very difficult, if not impossible,
to control. The water quality
and recreational value of a
waterbody can be significantly
impacted by invasive and nonnative species.
To help combat this issue,
Chisago County and the Chisago
Lakes Lake Improvement District
will expand its watercraft
inspection program county-wide.
The State Aquatic Invasive
Species Prevention Aid program
provides funding to counties
specifically for aquatic invasive
species (AIS) prevention efforts.
The main purpose of the
watercraft inspection program
is to inspect boats and trailers
for AIS before entering and
after exiting a body of water.
Inspectors inform boaters and
answer questions about the
importance of implementing the
“Clean, Drain, Dry” approach
being promoted across the
state—clean off all visible
aquatic plants and animals, drain
all water-related equipment,
and dry everything for five
days before entering another
waterbody.

This year, look for our friendly
inspectors at public accesses
across the county, including
points along the St. Croix
River. A decontamination unit
consisting of heated water and
a high pressure washer used
to clean off boats and trailers
also will be deployed throughout
the county to help prevent the
introduction and spread of AIS.
Currently, the main invaders
in Chisago County are Curlyleaf Pondweed, Eurasian Water
Milfoil, Purple Loosestrife and
Common Carp. These are
prolific in many lakes in the
county and have been around
for a number of years. However,
be on the look-out for things like
Zebra Mussels, Spiny Waterfleas
and Flowering Rush. These
three invaders are found in
areas close to Chisago County
and eradication efforts have
ranged from extremely difficult
to ineffective; so if they enter
Chisago County waters they
will more than likely be here for
years to come. To learn more
about these specific AIS and
others in the state visit www.
dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/
aquatic/index.html.
For additional
information on
Chisago County’s
AIS program,
contact Jerry
Spetzman, Chisago
County Water
Resource Manager,
at 651-213-8383 or
jerry.spetzman@
chisagocounty.us.

FLOWERING
RUSH

SPINY
WATERFLEA

ZEBRA
MUSSEL

Chisago County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
www.chisagocounty.us | 651-213-8920
39649 Grand Avenue, North Branch, MN 55056
Proof of county residency is required.
Every Non-holiday Monday: 12 - 7 PM
Last Saturday of Each Month: 9 AM - 1 PM
■

Residents can drop off unwanted household chemicals
and paint free of charge!

■

Small business hazardous waste services available,
call for information and appointment.

■

FREE home improvement products
available on the reuse shelves.

■

Find us on Facebook for useful
tips and current information at www.facebook.com/
ChisagoCountyHHWRecycling.

www.chisagocounty.us
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First Clothes Dryer to Earn EPA’s
Energy Star Label Now Available
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has announced that Energy Star-certified clothes
dryers are now available nationwide through
major retailers. At least 45 models of dryers
earning the Energy Star label, including Whirlpool,
Maytag, Kenmore, LG, and Safemate, are at least
20% more efficient and now available at prices
comparable to standard dryers.
Clothes dryers consume more energy than any other appliance in
the home, and 80% of American homes have dryers. However, unlike
clothes washers, the energy efficiency of most dryers has not improved;
until now. Manufacturers meet the energy star efficiency specifications
by incorporating advanced sensors that more effectively detect when
clothes are dry and stop the dryer.
Energy Star-certified dryers include gas, electric and compact models.
The Energy Star label can also be found on dryers that feature new
advanced heat pump technology, which are 40% more efficient than
conventional models. Heat pump dryers recapture the hot air used by
the dryer and pump it back into the drum. By re-using most of the heat,
a heat pump dryer is more efficient and avoids the need for ducts.
Learn more at: www.energystar.gov/products/certified-products/
detail/clothes_dryers and don’t forget to take advantage of the Chisago
County Solid Waste Fund-supported appliance recycling options, if you do
upgrade to a new efficient energy star appliance.

“Dryers are one of the
most common household appliances and
the biggest energy
users,” said U.S. EPA
Administrator Gina
McCarthy. “EPA’s
Energy Star certified
clothes dryers offer
Americans an opportunity to save energy
and do their part
to combat climate
change. By working
with industry, we are
bringing innovative
technology to market
that’s good for the
planet.”

Septic Installation Funding Available
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Chisago County has received an onsite
sewage treatment system “septic” grant
for 2015. Grant funds are available to
help low income property owners with the
installation cost of a replacement septic
system. A family of four (4) can make
up to $65,000 and still qualify. Grants are
limited and only 10 to 12 homeowners a
year will be awarded grant funding. Grants
are approximately $1,600 for each septic
system repair, upgrade or replacement.

septic installation. Chisago County has
over $70,000 available in the septic loan
program.

Chisago County also has loans available
for property owners who are having
problems obtaining funding. There are no
income qualifications, but you must show
two financial institution denials to apply
for county loan funding. If approved,
the loans can be used to fund the entire
septic project, including the cost of the
design, permitting, tank pumping and

Low interest Federal & State loans are also
available.
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Both programs require a septic system
to be failing or noncompliant in order to
obtain funding. Funding cannot be used
for new home septic systems. All funds
are loaned and/or granted on a first come,
first served basis, so we encourage early
applications.

For additional information or qualifications
on either of the programs mentioned
above, contact Kellie Strobel, Chisago
County Sanitarian, at 651-213-8373 or
kellie.strobel@chisagocounty.us.

Proper
Appliance
Recycling
In Minnesota, it is illegal to put
major appliances in the trash;
they must be recycled or reused.
Major appliances include:
■

air conditioning (AC) units

■

clothes washers & dryers

■

dishwashers

■

furnaces

■

garbage disposals

■

heat pumps

■

microwaves

■

stoves/ovens/ranges

■

refrigerators & freezers

■

trash compactors

■

water heaters

Licensed Chisago County Appliance Recyclers
Supported by the Chisago County Solid Waste Management
Fund
In order to make recycling more affordable, Chisago County pays $1
to $5 toward the cost of recycling your old appliances. Commercial/
business items are excluded from this program. For more information,
see “Waste Disposal & Recycling” at www.chisagocounty.us.
Call individual businesses for hours:
■

AAA Recycling
651-238-0226
www.aaagreenrecycling.com
$10 per appliance. Pick-up
only—call to schedule time.

■

E Cycling Solutions
651-815-0423
10544 Liberty Lane
Chisago City
www.ecyclingsolutions.com
$10-$14 per appliance.

■

ECSWC
763-689-4056
Cambridge Transfer Station
4194 Highway 95 NE
Cambridge
www.ecswc.cog.mn.us
$10 per appliance.

■

Evergreen Recycling
320-358-3988
53427 Forest Blvd.
Rush City
www.evergreenrecyclingllc.com
$3-$5 per appliance.

■

Recycling for Wildlife
(RFW)
651-674-7268
42775 Forest Blvd.
Harris
$10 per appliance.

■

SRC, Inc.
651-462-5298
6320 East Viking Blvd.
Wyoming
www.mytrashservice.com
$19-$20 per appliance.

■

Steel Chick Recycling
651-269-6412
www.steelchick.com
Free-$1 per appliance.
Pick-up only—call to schedule
time.

CLEAN-UP CA$H COUPON
Use this CLEAN-UP CA$H COUPON at the following recycling
facility locations, or with these businesses at your city or
township clean-up days.
$5 OFF RECYCLING MONITOR, TV, or APPLIANCE
At: AAA, E-Cycling, Evergreen, RFW, SRC, Steel Chick
Limit one coupon per visit. This coupon expires on
December 31, 2015.

$

www.chisagocounty.us
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FOR SALE:

Compost Bins & Rain Barrels!

The Chisago County Department of Environmental
Services/Zoning and the Chisago Soil and Water
Conservation District are partnering with the
Recycling Association of Minnesota to offer
affordable rain barrels and compost bins to
residents of Chisago County.
Rain barrels are a great way to reduce the amount
of runoff leaving your yard, helping reduce erosion
and improving water quality in local lakes and
rivers. Rain barrels should be placed beneath a
gutter downspout to capture rain water coming off
your roof and then used to water flower gardens
or landscaping. Choose from a green Rain
Collector 53-gallon rain barrel or a brown
Raincatcher 54-gallon rain barrel, each for
$69 plus tax. Both barrels come with a screen
top to prevent leaves and mosquitoes from
entering the rain barrel, an overflow hose, and a
faucet hook-up for your hose.
Compost bins help save money on trash disposal,
reduce the amount of waste you create in the

kitchen and outdoors, and convert that waste into
a usable soil enhancement. Use the compost to
reduce fertilizer needs and as mulch around new
plants. The Compost Converter composter is black
and holds 87-gallons. It includes a lid and harvest
door at the base of the composter. The time
required for composting varies from a few months
to a year, depending on conditions. Instructions
will be provided when you purchase the $55 (plus
tax) Compost Converter.
To order your rain barrel or compost bin, go
online to www.chisagoswcd.org and follow the
link. Payment in the form of a credit card will be
required at the time of purchase. Orders will be
accepted until products run out, so the sooner you
order, the better! Your order will be available for
pick up on Saturday, May 9, 2015, from 9 AM to
1 PM at the Chisago County Public Works facility in
Center City, MN. There will not be extra product
to purchase at the pick-up event—you must order
online.

Master Gardeners:
We’re Here to Help!
Spring is here and we
are all ready to get out
into our yards and get
something done! Remember—the Chisago
County Master Gardeners are here to help
answer your questions
or identify any insects
or fungus problems
you might encounter
this year. Call us at
651-277-0151, or visit
us at the North Branch
or Chisago City Farmers Markets, as well as
the County Fair in July.
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The Black
Compost
Converter
(pictured above)
holds 87-gallons,
includes lid and
harvest door,
available for $55
(plus tax).
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Green Rain Collector 53-gallon
Rain Barrel (left) or Brown
Raincatcher 54-gallon Rain Barrel
(right), available for $69 plus tax
each.

Radon on the Radar
A few years ago, radon wasn’t on most
people’s radar. However, in the last
several years, it has become one of the
more publicized yet preventable dangers
possibly found in your home.
WHAT IS RADON?
Radon is a colorless, odorless gas that seeps up
from the soil into the air and, potentially, into
your home. Radon is produced when a naturally
occurring soil element—Uranium—breaks down into
Radium, which then disintegrates into radon gas.
Radon is radioactive and, when inhaled, gives off
particles that may cause damage to the cell lining
of the lungs, leading over time to lung cancer. In
fact, Radon is the number one cause of lung
cancer in non-smokers. According to the MN
Department of Health, over 21,000 people die
in the U.S. each year due to radon-related lung
cancer.
Radon can get concentrated indoors when fresh
air is not always readily available. Since most
people spend a majority of their time at home,
this is where testing is recommended. Any home
can have high levels of radon: old or new, tightly
sealed or drafty, finished or unfinished basement,
or no basement at all.
Radon can enter homes through pores or cracks in
concrete block or slabs, exposed soil in sump pits,
or crawl spaces, joints, or loose pipe fittings. In
the winter, MN homes operate under negative air
pressure, due to the constant heating of indoor air.
As the warm air escapes to the outside, a vacuum
is created and new air is pulled in, potentially
drawing in radon gas from the soil beneath the
home.

SHOULD YOUR HOME BE TESTED?
Nearly 80% of MN counties fall into the High Radon
Zone rating. 2 out of every 5 homes in Minnesota
have a significant health risk due to elevated radon
levels.
Your neighbor’s radon level results are not
indicative of your home’s levels and any
modification such as remodeling, weatherizing, or
improvements to the HVAC systems can change
radon levels. The EPA has set an “action level” for

RADON TEST KITS AVAILA
BLE
Short-term test kits can be
purchased for $2 each at the
Chisago County Environme
ntal
Services/Zoning office in
Center
City (651-213-8370) or the
Household Hazardous Wa
ste
Facility in North Branch
(651-213-8920).
radon at 4.0 picocuries/liter (pCi/L). Above that
level, mitigation is recommended.
Short-term test kits are considered a screening
tool that take from 2 to 7 days to gather a valid
sample (not counting analysis time). If done
during a heating and cooling season, these tests
can give a pretty accurate indication of levels.
Long-term tests run for a minimum of 90 days, up
to a maximum of a year, and provide an average
level for the home. Short and long-term test
kits are available for purchase via a link on the
MN Department of Health website (www.health.
state.mn.us/divs/eh/indoorair/radon/rncontacts.
html). Short-term test kits can also be purchased
for $2 each at the Chisago County Environmental
Services/Zoning office in Center City (651-2138370) or the Household Hazardous Waste Facility in
North Branch (651-213-8920). If the results of the
short-term test indicate a long-term test should be
conducted, long-term test kits are also available for
$10 each through the County.

WHY SHOULD YOU TEST?
There is no safe level for radon—your risk for lung
cancer increases as radon levels increase and
exposure time lengthens. If a test indicates high
levels of radon, mitigation professionals are listed
on the MN Department of Health website. Radon
mitigation systems installed by a professional run
between $800 - $2,500. Another option for “doit-yourselfers” is to have the mitigation company
inspect and diagnose the home, then design a
system for you to install with basic carpentry skills.
It is recommended to retest, once a mitigation
system is installed, to make sure it is working
correctly.
Resources: www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/indoorair/radon/

www.chisagocounty.us
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Rush City High School’s Intro to Environmental
Science Class Learns about Garbage & Recycling
Mr. Telander’s 11-12th grade Introduction to
Environmental Science class from the Rush City
High School wanted to know more about garbage
and recycling. After receiving permission from the
East Central Solid Waste Commission’s (ECSWC)
Board of Directors, which is chaired by Chisago
County Commissioner Rick Greene, the class
visited the garbage transfer station in Cambridge.
This is where most of Chisago County’s garbage
is aggregated and loaded on to semi trucks for
shipment to the ECSWC landfill in Mora, MN.
The landfill was the next stop for the class, where
they talked with Executive Director Janelle Troupe
and got to see how a landfill works. They also saw
the landfill gas engine in operation, which powers
400-700 homes in Mora. The ECSWC is owned
jointly by the five counties of Chisago, Isanti, Pine,
Kanabec and Mille Lacs.
Finally, thanks to Rick Prahl and the Strand family,
the class headed to SRC, Inc. in Wyoming MN,
to tour the recycling sort line at their Materials

The ECSWC’s Executive Director Janelle
Troupe (in black coat) and Rush City
High School’s 11-12th grade advanced
Environmental Science class.
Recovery Facility, where the class saw how
collected curbside recycling is sorted, baled and
shipped out to end markets. Everyone seemed
to have a great time and learned a lot. Thanks
to Mr. Telander for giving the students a real life
experience.

Lakes, cont. from p. 1
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As part of this grant, the Chisago
SWCD will be creating a Targeted

Watershed page
on their website,
www.chisagoswcd.
org. If you own
urban or rural
property in the
Chisago Lakes
watershed area,
give the SWCD
a call at 651674-2333 about
potential projects.
Check back on the
website over the
next four years to see how the
grant is progressing!

Contact Solid Waste Administrator Lisa Thibodeau
(651-213-8923 or lathibo@co.chisago.mn.us) with
your comments, questions, and concerns about this
newsletter.

Many BMPs can be implemented
on adjoining properties to reduce
the amount of phosphorus
flowing to the lakes. In rural
areas, this includes keeping
soil in place on agricultural
fields, stabilizing erosion in
gullies, and properly managing
animal operations. In urban

areas, opportunities exist to
retrofit neighborhoods with
rain gardens and vegetated
swales, along with timely street
sweeping and keeping soil in
place on construction sites.
These practices try to reverse
the old adage of getting water
straight to a lake and, instead,
keep water on the land longer,
allowing it to infiltrate into
the ground and recharge the
groundwater.

Design layout services for this newsletter are provided
by Desktop Impressions (www.desktopimpressions.
com). Printed by Nystrom Publishing Co., Inc.
(www.nystrompublishing.com).

is a key nutrient in plant growth
and, when excess phosphorus
enters a lake, large algae blooms
can occur, depleting oxygen
levels and leading to many other
problems.

